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THE CHOSEN DAUGHTER OF GOD, 


THE ONLY WIFE OF THE LAMB, | 


AND MY 
MOST * VENERABLE AND EVER-BLESSED | 
MOTHER; 


| | AND 
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WHETHER IN SOUL-TRAVAIL, IN INFANCY, 
IN CHILDHOOD, MANHOOD, OR OLD AGE, 
= AND | 
TO NONE ELSE, | . 
THIS LITTLE TRACT. 18 INSCRIBED 


BY : 
HER FAITHFUL, AFFECTIONATE, 
| AND 
DUTIFUL SON, 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, S. 8. 


Fre ree Thoughts i in Captivity, 
Sc. &c. 
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Honourable and highly honoured, vinirable and virtawus 
Mother, 


1 WISH electing love, 8 mercy, pro- 

miſed peace, and the abundance of light, 
life, and comfort, ever to remain with thee and 
thy highly favoured fraternity. 

Sometime ago an anonymous pamphlet was 
ſent to me by one of our ſewards of the bouſe- 
bold, affirmed to be written by a Mr. Skins, 
with an earneſt requeſt that I would publiſh an 
anſwer to the ſame; upon peruſal of which I 
thought it required one, becauſe the whole con- 
tents are levelled againſt our ' palaces, walls, 
towers, and bulwarks. The language of every 
free thought concerning Zion is, raze it, raze it, 
even to the foundation. The whole piece contains 
notions diametrically oppoſite to the doctrinal 
ticles which he muſt have ſworn to and ſub- 
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EE THOUGHTS 
ſcribed if ever he was licenſed; nor has he 
ſpoke as the oracles of God; nor do I believe that 
the contents of this pamphlet are conſonant with 
the confeſſion of faith that he delivered at his 
ordination ; if they are, I am bold to affirm 
that the Preſbytery did not bring his thoughts to 
the touchſtone, nor ſufficiently prove the free- 
thinker, but laid hands too ſuddenly on him. 
The perſon that can ſwear and ſubſcribe to doc- 
trines which he doth not believe,—confeſs truth 
with his lips, and hug a lie in his heart, —abjure 
the doctrines of Popery with an oath, and then 

publiſh a defence of the ſame,—declare that he 
believes in his conſcience the doctrines of the 
Proteſtant church, and then preach and write 
the ſentiments of the Popiſh, muſt be hardened 
to a dreadful degree and paſt feeling ; and if ever 
he was licenſed (which as an obedient ſubject he 
ought to be), then be is the man. If a man 
takes no heed to himſelf nor to his own conſcience, 
he will take none to his doctrine, therefore there 
is little likelihood of his Javing himſelf or them 
that bear bim; diſſimulation is more worthy the 
pillory than the. pulpit. | 

The author of this piece gives us to under- 
fland by his title that he is a free thinker, ſuch as 
Paul was before he was called by grace; and he 
has acted with tongue and pen as Paul did with 
his authority from the chief prieſt; who. thought be 
ought to do many things contrary to the name of 
Jeſus, which be alſo did, Acts xxvi. 9. And our 
. ꝙ p 2 author 
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author thinks he ought to ſpeak and write many 


things contrary to the doctrines and houſehold of 
J eſus, which he alſo hath done. 

God, who beſt knows the heart of man, bas 
Jeclaced that the wickedneſs of man is great in the 
earth, and every imagination of the thoughts of man's 


| heart is only evil continually, Gen. vi. . The 


ſcriptures intimate that every natural man, or 
free thinker, will endeavour to debaſe his Maker 
to a level with himſelf—arraign his conduct at 
the bar of his reaſon; the myſtery of his ſove- 
reign will muſt comport with the freedom of his, 
and the thoughts of God muſt run in the chan- 
nel of his thoughts: Thou thougbteſt (ſays God) 
that I was altogether ſuch an one as thyſelf; but I 
will reprove thee and ſet thy fins in order before thee; 
now conſider this ye that forget God, left I tear you 
in pieces and there be none to deliver, Pla, I. 21, 22. 
Between the ſovereign will of God and the free- 
will of man there is an infinite diſcompariſon 
and as infinite a diſtance between the good thoughts 
of God toward his ele@, Fer. xxix. 11. and the 
thoughts of free thinkers concerning themſelves; 
for my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord; for as the 


| heavens are higher than the: earth, ſo are my ways 


hijgber than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts, Iſa. lv. 8, 9. Hence the free thinker, 
who ſo often cenſures and condemns his Maker's 
council and conduct, is called an wunrighteous 
nan, 17 is commanded to forſake his thoughts be. 
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3 FREE THOUGHTS 


fore he preſumes to approach his Maker; let th; 
wicked man forſake his way and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts, before he return unto the Lord, Iſaiah 
Iv. 7. but as this forſaking our free thoughts 
cannot be performed by free-will or human 
power, the goſpel furniſhes Chriſt's miniſters 
with weapons which are always attended with a 
divine power where any good execution is done, 
and then this ſcouting party of free thoughts are 
taken prifoners, reduced to goſpel obedience, 
and. under a divine control they are taught to 
march in a narrower path without breaking 
rank or order: The weapons of our warfare 
te are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
ce the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting ' 


ce down imaginations and every high thing that 


* 


exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
« and bringing into captivity every THOUGHT 
e to the obedience of Chriſt,” 2 Cor. x. 4, 5: 
Under this divine power free thoughts loſe their 
pre ſumptuous liberty, and the tamed finner be- 
coming tractable will be aſhamed, and complain 
of his thoughts and of their wretched freedom, 
and inſtead of expoſing them ſo freely will ex- 
poſe his hatred of them; 7 hate vain thoughts,” but 
thy law do I love, Pſa. cxix. 113. Thus the free- 
thinker's intoxication ſubmits to gaſpel ſobriety : 
For I ſay to every man that is among. you, not 10 
Ibink of himſelf more highly than he ought, but to 
int ws: Nom. xii. 3. 
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Our author ſtiles himſelf a friend to all man- 
kind; by the particle ALL I ſuppoſe he means 
not the heirs of promiſe, but the children of the 
fleſh, which are not the children of God, Rom. ix. 8. 
for I am ſure he is no friend to Zion, nor to the 
teſtimony that God has given of her; there is 
not one of that choſen family, not one of that 
royal houſehold, if taught of God and made 
free by the ſpirit of truth, but what would be 
fenſibly injured and diſguſted at ſuch free thoughts 
as theſe, which are levelled at the ſovereignty of 
God, the council of his will, his eternal purpoſe 
in Chriſt, the foundation of Zion, and her eter- 
nal eſtabliſhment. Take heed that ye offend not one 
e theſe little ones which believe in me. 

Mr. SKINNER is for enlarging the bonds of 
the covenant ; the ſounding of his bowels reach 
to all the offspring of old Adam; the mercy of 
God and the death of Chriſt muſt follow where- 
ever his free thoughts lead the van; for he ſup- 
poſes that God is juſt ſuch an one as himſelf; 
the Bible is to ſpeak the imaginations of his 
heart; the thoughts are his own, the voice of 
God is only to articulate them. He has nothihg 
to offer in behalf of God's ele&; no encourage- 
ment for the children of promiſe; it is the cauſe. 
of old Adam, and of the children of the fleſh, that 
he has undertaken to plead ; and no doubt but 
the Edomites and Iſhmaelites will greatly rejoice 
to ſee ſo nervous a logician ſtep forth as their 
advocate in the great day, when God appears a 

_ ſwift 
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ſwift witneſs againſt the workers of iniquity. He 
has taken care to ſhun the ſevere ſpirit of Paul. 
He has no notion of leaving the curſe where 
God has fixed it; he would rather bleſs Moab 
than Iſrael; if any man love not our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt let him be anathema maranatha, 1 Cor. xvi, 
22. nor does he approve of the Apoſtle's nar- 
rowneſs of ſpirit, who would endure all things for 
the ele? ſake only, that they might obtain the ſalva- 
tion that is in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory, 2 Tim. 
ii. 10. He informs us that © he is an advocate 
« for free enquiry into matters of religion;” and 
we may juſtly reply, that be does not enquire wiſely 
concerning this matter, Eccl. vii. 10. For as the 
Bible reveals a þ/efſing and a curſe, and mentions 
children of God and children of the fleſh, heirs of 
promiſe and beirs of wrath; while the cunning 
bunter and the plain dealer, the man of the field and 
the man of the tent, are ſtruggling together for the 
birth-right and the bleſſing, the, beſt way is, 
not to enquire of FREE THOUGHTS concerning 
the myſtery of election, but to do as Rebecca 
did, go and enquire of the Lord; and if the anſwer 
be, Two nations are within thy womb, the one a 
| choſen generation, an holy nation, 1 Peter ii. 9. and 
the other a people againſt whom the Lord hath in- 
dignation for ever, Mal. i. 4. if two manner of 
People are to be ſeparated from her bowels, one 
being children of the fleſh and the other children of 
the promiſe; if the elder in old Adam is to ſerve the 
Younger in the ſecond Adam; if Jacob is beloved and 
Eſau 
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Eſau hated, Gen. xxv. 23. Mal. i. 2, 3. then the 
bleſſing. is to be applied to the proper heir ac- 
cording to the mind and will of God, not ac- 
cording to our free thoughts. Iſaac was going 
to err in this point, but God ſtopped him; pon 
mount Zion God has commanded the bleſſing; not on 
mount Sier, which is Eſau; nor upon mount Sinai, 
which is Hagar and Iſhmael. The inheritance 
is entailed on Abraham's choſen family, on 
Iſaac's bleſſed race, and on the Iſrael of God. 
This is the nation that God owns for his, the 
nation that he has bleſſed: And ihe council of the 
Lord ſtandeth faſt for ever, and the TRoOUGHTS oF 
HIS HEART 70 all generations: Bleſſed is the nation 
whoſe God is the Lord, Pla, xxxili. 11, 12. 

For a free thinker to pretend- to entail God's 
bleſſing where God has denied it, is no leſs than 
daring arrogance ; There is no help in man, his 
breath goeth forth, he returneth to his duſt, in that 
very day his (free) THouGHTSs periſh : Happy is the 
man that hath the God of Jacob for his help, Pſalm 
cxlvi. 3—5. He is an abomination that juſtifies the 
wicked, and he is no better than an abomination 
who declares that the heirs of promiſe whom 
God hath bleſſed may fall away and be curſed at 
laſt, Balaam, who loſt both his life and his 
ſoul by attempting to curſe them whom God had 
blefſed, never went ſo far, though the devil helped 
him; there is no enchantment againſt Facob—there 
is the beloved father; no divination againſt Hrael 

—there is the elected ſeed ; who can curſe Jacob 
| | or 
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or defy If nel f 1 have received a commandment tb 
Se. though we know his free thoughts run iu 
another channel, for he intended to curſe; but 
he is obliged to own God hath bleſſed and I cannot 
reverſe it. God hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, 
our everlaſting father, nor perverſent/s in Ijracl; 
who ſtand complete in him. I would adviſe out 
author to act as Balaam did—liften to the voice 
of God, and conſult free thoughts no more about 
the matter, ſeeing it cannot be altered: And 
when Balaam ſaw that it pleaſed God 10 bleſs Iſrael 
he went not as at other times to ſeek for enthantments; 
he laid the devil's vain help by, and ſpoke the 
truth plainly: 7rael concheth, he lays down as a lion, 
and as à great lion; who ſhall fiir him up ? Bleſſed 
is be that bleſſeth thee, and curſed is be that curſetb 
thee, Numb. xxiv. 1. 9. 
Our author takes the whole Bible as the 
nts code of Chriſtian laws;? by which he would 
give us to underſtand that he belongs to mount 
Sinai, the bond- woman in the figure; which is in 
bondage with all her children; and it is clear 
that the old wail is ſtill. upon his heart in reading 
this code of laws. Had he been a child of light. 
or an heir of promiſe, he would have found ſome- 
thing in the Bible beſides a code of laws; it is 
a ſtrange will and teſtament that has got nothing 
but commands in it. However, the Bible is his 
code of laws; and we know that whatſoever that 
cade ſaith it ſaith to them that are under the lat, 


_ every mouth * be ſtopped from boaſting, and 
| | the 
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the whole world become guilty before Ged inſtead of 
innocent. 

He is willing that men ſhould enjoy their 
religious ſentiments, however they may differ 
from his,” though he has ſpent all the "free 
thoughts of his quiver againſt their ſentiments; 
and he is perſuaded that right of private judg- 
ment and liberty of conſcience are inſeparably 
connected with a day of retribution, when every 
one ſhall give account of himſelf to God.“ 
Whether this right pleaded for be human or 
divine we are not informed; but as divinity is 
the ſubject, the rigbt ought to have a divine 
grant from God; ſpiritual rights and privileges 
being included among the good and perfect pifts 
that come from the Father of Light. No man by 
nature has any hereditary right, nor is any man 
vpon earth empowered to grant any right to 
ſpiritual things, Private judgment in ſpiritual 
matters, as well as public judgment, ought to 
be according to truth, For want of light to diſ- 
cern—for want of a right granted from God— 
for want of knowing the ſcriptures and the power of 
God, wrong judgment proceedeth, Hab. i. 4. 

« A day of retribution.” —A day of repaying 
what is due to God, —a day of giving up accounts 
to God for every free thought, word, and action, 
for the doctrines he ſubſcribed to,—for the 
confeſſion he made at his ordination, —and for 
every falſe doQrine he has advanced; and all 
this © under a code of Chriſtian laws,” accord- 

| ing 
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ing to a ſcheme of free thoughts; God be merci- 
ful to ſuch poor blind ſouls, who darken council 
by words without knowledge, and utter things they 
underſtand not. If vindictive Juſtice makes a 
demand of Mr. SxIxXER by law, the retribution, 
repayment, or recompence, will be ſcanty enough _ 
God knows; Will ye render me a recompence ? and 
if ye recompence me, | fwiftly and ſpeedily will I return 
your recompence upon your own bead, Joel iii. 4.— 
Should this be the caſe, our author had need to 
| ſeek for a ſurety, and adapt the ancient petition, 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant, O Lord,. 
for in thy fight, neither by a code of laws, nor by 
the free thoughts of man, can any fleſh living be 
| juſtified, Pſalm civ. 2. Rom. iii. 20. But this 
s right of private judgment and liberty of con- 
ſcience, ſo cloſely connected with a day of retri- 
bution,” ſeems not to be a right granted from 
above, but from beneath; for it follows, 

« And it is the felicity of Barrons, that they 
enjoy liberty, not only of private judgment, but 
of expoſing their ſentiments to the world.“ This 

liberty was enjoyed by Simon Magus, Arivs, and 
. Pelagius, as well as Mr. Sx1nxER, though they 
were not Britons, and they had the felicity of 
dragging thouſands into the ſnare of ihe devil 
as well as themſelves; they ſent many proſelytes 
to their wicked works beforehand to judgment, and 
they left their damnable hergfes to entangle others 
that ſhall go after them, by which means their 
 felicity will be increaſed; or, to ſpeak in the 
| language 
f 
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language of Milton, ce they will be ſupreme in 
miſery.” 

If a man's liberty nd ſentiments be from God, 
he has a divine right to expoſe them to others; 
but if a man bates inſtruction—if he caſts God's 
word behind him—if he hates ta be reformed— 
whatever liberty or felicity he may boaſt of as a 
' Briton, God has forbidden him to declare bis ſtatutes, 
or take bis covenant in bis mouth, Pla. I. 16, 17. 

« By expoling my ſentiments error is detected 
and truth eſtabliſhed, in defence of which theſe 
pages are made public.“ By error our author 
means the doctrines of the goſpel, which (if he 
be licenſed) he ſwore to maintain; and by truth 
he means his own 7houghts or miſchievous de- 
vices that he has uttered againſt the council of 
God; we know there are many devices in this mans 
heart, nevertheleſs the council of the Lord that * 
ſand, Prov. xix. 21. 

Our author has no“ ſiniſter ends to "Ga 
though he writes againſt the word of God in 
behalf of the world; © no party to pleaſe—no 
ſyſtem that muſt be ſupported, becauſe it has 
long been eſtabliſhed by men.” The doctrinal 
articles of the church of England were not, 
eſtabliſhed by men; they were drawn from the 
word of God, which was eſtabliſhed in the 
ſecret purpoſe of God in Chriſt Jeſus from all 
eternity, The ſyſtem that our author's Free 
Thoughts are offered in defence of, has been long 
cſtabliſhed by man; he is writing againſt the 
ſecret 
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ſecret purpoſe of God, againſt his abſolute choice 
of his people, and againſt diſcriminating grace, 
And has not this ſyſtem been long eſtabliſhed 


by man? theſe were the things that provoked 


Cain; God had reſpect to Abel and to bis offering, 
but to Cain and his offering be had not reſpe#; Cain 
ſaw this; and God who knew his heart, and 


8 knew that he was for a Free- will eftabliſhment, 
dealt with him accordingly, that is, conditionally, 


as he has dealt with all his followers ever ſince: 
If thou doeft well ſhalt thou not be accepted? but if 


not, fin lies at thy door; and Cain is as ſure to do 


well as the Ethiopian is to change bis ſkin or the 
leopard bis ſpots, Jer. xiii. 23. God left him to 
his own free will, and in his own religion; in 
defence of which, and in rage againſt the grace 
of God, he flew his brother. There are but two 
clafſes of men in the world ;—heirs of promiſe 


and heirs of wrath; no more than two founda- 
tions — the rock and the ſand; the one is mount 


Zion, which God has founded, the other is Sinai 
in the figure, the children of the fleſh, whoſe foun- 
dation is in the duſt, Job iv. 19. whoſe baſis is 


free agency; this religion was founded by Cain; 
in the behalf of which human eſtabliſhment Mr, 


Sx1NNER's Free Thoughts are made public, This 
human eſtabliſhment has never wanted its advo- 
cates; in every age there have been ſome zealous 


deſenders of it; Iſhmael, Eſau, falſe prophets, 
Judas, falſe apoſtles, Pelagius, Van Hermin, and 


on —__ in the . 15 ſtepped forth 


and 
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and publiſhed a legion of free thoughts, the ſame 
in ſubſtance as our author's, but more nervous 
a great deal, He wrote againſt the doc- 
trines of grace, and the preachers of them, until 
the hand of God touched him, then he ſunk 
into black deſpair, where he lay bellowing and 
curſing his book of free thoughts, till like Judas 
he hanged himſelf. The hiſtory and writings of 
John Child are well known in the world. One 
would have thought ſuch a viſible ſtroke from 
God would have been ſufficient to have awed 
every free-thinker in the world; every morning 
doth God bring his judgments to light, be faileth not, 
but the unjuſt knoweth no ſhame, Zeph. iii. 5. 

Our author e wiſhes that his thoughts may be 
bleſſed to his readers, and Chriſt is to have the 
praiſe,” Will a man peak wickedly for God? will 
he talk deceitfully for him? Job xiii, 7. Will he 
contradict his Maker, oppoſe the word of his 
grace, and attempt to ſecure a tribute of praiſe 
by encouraging rebellion? Surely God gets no 
praiſe from lying lips, nor from a deceitful tongue, 
Pa. lii. 3, 4. I ſhall diſmiſs the title and the 
preface, and conſider our author's thoteghts, and 
ſet the revealed thoughts of God againſt them ; 
and as he has jumbled five or ſix doctrines toge- 
ther, I ſhall pick them out, one by one, and 
quote as little of his work as poſidle, leſt I ſwell 
my own too big. 

The firſt doctrine that is to be levelled by 
free ke is the doctrine of ELECTION, which is 

B 1 
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18 FREE THOUGHTS 
ſtated in the following manner: iſt. That God, 
cc before the foundation of the world, choſe from 
e among mankind a certain number of perſons 
c by name; and that this number is ſo deter- 
«mined, that it can be neither augmented nor 
ce diminiſhed. For theſe perſons, and for theſe 
« only, Chriſt died; and of conſequence they 
ec muſt be ſaved; they are therefore termed the 
« ele.” Theſe are the errors that he is going 
to detect; this is part of the ſyſtem that he ſup- 
Poſes has been long eſtabliſhed by man, whereas 
' theſe are the doctrines that God has eſtabliſhed, 
theſe are truths that ſhall be ſettled in heaven. 
iſt. Their choice: According as God hath choſen © 
us in Chriſt Rfore the foundation of the world, that 
we ſhould be holy, and without blame before him in 
love, Eph. i. 4. 2dly. Theſe are choſen from 
among mankind, If ye know theſe things, bappy are 
ye if ye do them. I ſpeak not this of you all, I know - 
whom I have choſen, John xiii. 18. F ye were of 
. the world, the world would love his own; | but becauſe 
ye are not of the world, but ] have choſen you out of 


the world, therefore the world bateth you, John 


xv. 19. Here is a world that Joves bis own; here 
is a number choſen out of the world,—a number 
that are not of the world, and this number the 
world hates, becauſe they are choſen: Becauſe I have 
. choſen you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
Fou. 3dly: Theſe are choſen by name: And he that 


remaineth in Jeruſalem ſhall be called holy, even every 


one . is ite N lle living in Jeruſalem, 
_ Ia, 


IN CAPTIVITY. 19 


Iſa. iv. 3 EKeoice not becauſe the ſpirits are ſulject 
zo you, but rather rejoice becauſe your names are 
written in heaven, Luke x. 20. The general aſſembly 
and church of the fir ſt- born, which are written in 
beaven, Heb. xii. 23. I intreat thee, true yokefellow, 
help thoſe women which laboured with me in the goſpel, 
 evith Clement alſo, and with other my fellow-labourers 
 wwhoſe names are in the book of life, Phil. iv. 3. 
Theſe names are writien in heaven in the book of 
life, and their record is on high, Job xvi. 19. 
This number cannot be augmented. And 
all that dwell upon earth fhall worſhip [ the beaſt] 
whoſe names are not written in the book of life of the © 
Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, Rev. 
xlii. 8. And whoſoever was not found written in 
the book of life, was caſt into the lake of fire, Rev. 
xx. 19. And there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that dęſiletb, neither whatſoever worketh abo- 
mination, or maketh a lie; but they which are written 
in the Lamb's book of life, Rev. xxi. 27. TL: | 
This. number cannot be diminiſhed. I is 
not the will of our Father that one of theſe little ones 
ſhould periſh, Matt, xviii. 14. I give unto my ſheep 
everlaſting life, and they fhall never periſh, neither 
ſhall any pluck them out of my hands: My Fatber 7s 
greater than all, neither ſhall any pluck them out of © 
' my Father's hands, John x. 28, 29. They are 
ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation; they 
ſhall not. be aſhamed nor confounded: world without 
end, Iſa. xlv. 17. They ſhall be delivered EVER T 


ONE * is found written in the book, Dan, xii. 1. 
"WS; 1 
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T VE ſhall return to Zion with ſongs and everlaſting 
Joy upon their head, Iſa. xxxv. 10. Whom God did 
 foreknow be did predeſtinate, and whom be did pre- 
deſtinate them he called, and whom he called them be 
Juftified, and whom be juſtified them he glorified, Rom. 
viii. 29. Whom God predeſtinated he glorified: 
It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth? 
God is for us, who can be againſt us; who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge f God's ek; who uw 
ſeparate us from the Iove of Chriſt ? : 
This number can neither be 8 nor 
d iminiſhed. I know that whatſoever God doth, it 
+ ſhall be for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor any 
| thing taken from it; and God doth it [not that men 
ſhould diſpute the point of ſovereignty with him, 
bur] that men ſhould fear before him, Eccl. iii. 14. | 
The elect number of God's family is determined, 
there is no room left for augmentation or dimi- 
nution: He is the rock, his work is perfe2; for all 
bis ways are judgment: A God of truth, and without 
iniquity, juſt and right is be, Deut. xxxii. 4, In 
the buſineſs of election there is no work that 
free will or free OP head or ail, branch or 
ruſh may do, Iſa. xix. 15. LES, 
ReyRoBATION comes next among this bop 
of free thoughts: © The reſt of mankind were 
be paſſed by, or left in the ruins of fallen nature; 
© and as Chriſt did not die for them, they muſt 
« periſh; theſe conſequently are called repro- 
e bate.“ page 2. This is brought in again in 
| page _ ſo On this Os can the ſenti- 


* ments ; 
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ce ments vindicated do any injury to mankind at 
* large? Whom can they hurt? not the elect, 
ce they are ſecure; not the reprobate, for hoy 
« are ſecure alſo; for on the principles oppoſed, 
the elect muſt be ſaved do what they will; 585 
< the reprobates muſt be loſt do what they can. 
Tf any man ſpeak let him ſpeak as the oracles of God. 
That God has choſen in Chriſt Jeſus a certain 
number by name. is already proved; and a choice 
implies ſome left or not included in the choice; 
theſe are choſen from the reſt of mankind; they 
are choſen of God; And except the Lord had fhort- 
ened thoſe days [ of affliction), no fleſh ſhould be ſaved; 
but for the elefts ſake, whom he hath choſen, he bath 
Hortened the days, Mark xiti. 20. They are choſen 
in Chriſt, they are choſen from among them that 
periſh, they ſhall. never periſh,—they are choſen 
out of the world, and the world hates God's choice 
of them, and them on the account of the choice. 
This choſen number is but few when compared to 
the reſt that they were choſen from. It will be 
hard to prove that one-half of the human race 
ever heard the goſpel call; and thoſe that really 
have are a large number when compared to the 
ele; many be called but few choſen, Matt. xx. 16. 
This choſen number are couched in the promiſe 
made to Chriſt; a ſeed. ſhall ſerve him, it ſvall be 
accounted to the Lord for a generation, Pſa. xxii. 30. 
This promiſed generation is well known to God, 
and to him only, until he makes it known to the 
ſeed whom by grace he enables to make their 
* 3 - MA 
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calling and cletion ſure. Who ſhall declare this 

generation? Iſa. liii. 8. why Mr. SKINNER has: — 
he declares it to be all the offspring of Adam; 
but the children of the fleſh theſe are not the children 
of Ged; and ſo far from all Adam's offspring 
being included, all Abraham's ſeed are not 
included; neither becauſe they are the ſeed of 
Abraham are they all children, but in Iſaac ſhall 
thy ſeed be called; that is, they that are of the 


© Fleſh theſe are not the children of God; but the chil- 


dren of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed, Rom. / 
ix. 7, 8. which Peter applies to the elet—But ye 
are a choſen generation, 1 Peter ii. 9. to whom in 
Chriſt the promiſe of life was made: The word thai 

I have put in thy mouth and the jpirit that I have 
put upon thee, ſhall never depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed, nor out of the 
mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed from henceforth and for ever, 
Iſa. lix. 21. Theſe choſen ones are called the 

faithful ſeed of Abraham, God's friend, Ya; xli. 8 
heirs of promiſe, called in Iſaac not in Im 
— Now we brethren, as Iſaac was, are the children of 
the promiſe, Gal. iv. 28. They are called the 
Iſrael of Ged, the ſeed of the ſpiritual Jacob, 
whom God hath choſen, Ifa. xli. 8. on which ac- 
count God ſtiles himſelf the God of Abraham, 
whom he called alone and bleſſed, Iſa. li. 2. the Ged 
of Iſaac, in whom the ſeed was to be called, Gen. 
xxi. 12, and the God of Jacob, the father of every 
ſubject of mercy, or ſon of peace: Mercy on ſuch | 
and on the whole Jfrael of God, . vi. 16. This 
God 
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God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, doth not 
call himſelf the God of Terah, the God of 
Iſhmael, nor the God of Eſau; be is not the God 
of the dead—not a covenant God to thoſe who 
were not ordained 10 eternal life, but the God of 
thoſe to whom he gave life in Chriſt Jeſus before 
the world was; not the God of the dead in law, 
called the bond-woman and her children—ſhe is 
deſolate, ſhe is not the married wife ſaith the 
Lord, Gal. iv. 27. ſhe is Rubamah, not my wife, 
ſaith the Lord, Hoſea ji. 1. nor is he the God of 
the dead in ſin, who ſtand in the firſt Adam, for 
in Adam all die theſe are the children of the fleſh, 
theſe are not the children of God, Rom. ix. 8. The 
miniſtry is a /avour of death unto death to thele ; 
God works @ work that they ſhall in no wiſe believe, 
Acts xi11l. 41. he is therefore not the God of the 
dead, but he is the God of the living—namely, of 
all that he predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons— 
all that he ordained to eternal life; to theſe, and 
to none elſe, he gives goſpel faith; and as many as 
were ordained to eternal life believed, Acts xili. 48. 
Thus Jehovah is not the God of the dead but of 
the living; the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob. The God of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all, who conſidered not his own body dead 
though an hundred years old; he is the God of 
Sarah the free woman, the mother of us all, 
whoſe children we are, at whoſe deadneſs Abraham 
ſtaggered not, bur by faith ſurmounted the dead- 
"ou of Sarah's womb, on which account the 
2 4 = — 
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elect are commanded to look to Abraham their 
father [inſtead of Adam], and to Sarab that bear 
- __#hbem [inſtead of Eve]. And when God ſtiles 
himſelf the God of Iſaac, Iſhmael is excluded; 
| and when he ſtiles himſelf the God of Jacob, 
all his ſeed are not included: They are not all 
Vrael that are of Iſrael, neither becauſe they are the 
feed of Abrabam are they all children; but in Iſaac 
ball the ſeed be called, Rom. ix. 6—8. Thoſe that 
are predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons,—thoſe 
that God gave life to in Chriſt Jeſus before the 
world was, are the heirs of promiſe, and the 
promiſed ſeed, and no other. 
Abraham was typical of Chriſt, as the ever- 
laſting father of the faithful; and Iſaac typical 
of Chriſt, as the promiſed ſeed; he ſaith not of 
ſeeds as of many, but to thy ſeed which is Chriſt; and 
Jacob was typical of Jeſus, as that prince that 
bad power with God and man: Thou art my ſervant, 
O Jacob, in whom I will be glorified. | Abraham's 
ſeed were thoſe that were ordained to eternal 


life; theſe believe as Abraham did; Ifaac's feed 


are the heirs of promiſe, and Jacob's ſeed is the 
ſpiritual Iſrael of God, conſiſting both of Jews 
and Gentiles; on which account God ſaith, Zet 
now hear O Jacob my ſervant, and Iſrael whom 1 
have choskx, thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, 
and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee, 
Fear not, O Facob, my ſervant, and JESURUN 
WHOM I HAVE 'CHOSEN ; one ſhall ſay, I am tbe 


Tord, and another ſpall * * by the name of _ 
| Ba _ 
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Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with bis hand unto © 
the Lird, and firname himſelf by the name of Iſrael, 
Ifa. xliv. 1, 2. 5. Thus God is the God of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and the ele& are called 
the children of Abraham, the houſe of Iſaac, and 
the ſeed of Jacob, or Iſrael of God. The ele& are 
never ſtiled the children of Adam, for the pro- 
miſe was made to Chriſt in their behalf before 
Adam fell, on which account ir is ſaid the chil- 
dren of the fleſh theſe are not the children of Gad. 
The ele& are a ſeed given to the ſecond Adam, 
called the children of the promiſe, which are count- 
ed for the ſeed; nor are they called the children 
of Cain, who was of that wicked one, to which 
father the Saviour pointed many of the Jews 
who laid claim to Abraham F ye were the chil- 
dren of Abrabam ye would do his works; ye are of 
your father the devil; nor are they called the 
children of Hagar, for the bond-children which 


are in the fleſh are palmed upon her; nor are 


they called the children of Iſhmael, he was born 
after the fleſh, and perſecuted bim that was by pro- 
miſe, and ſo it is now; nor are they called the 
children of Eſau, whom God . hated, who for 
one morſel of meat ſold his birthright ; his offspring 
are to be called the borders of wickedneſs, againſt 
whom the Lord hath indignation for ever. | 

Before univerſal love, univerſal grace, and 
univerſal redemption can be proved, it will be 
neceſſary to point out the' promiſes that were 
made to the old Adam, to Cain, to Hagar, to 
| | _ - Iſhmael, 
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Iſhmael, and to Eſau. Paul ſays, to Helen 


and to his ſeed were the promiſes made; be ſaith not 


of ſeeds. as of many, but to thy ſeed which is Chriſt, 
to whom a generation is to be accounted; and the 
children of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed. The 


whole book of God entails the promiſe and the 


bleſſing on Chriſt and his choſen, called children 
of the promiſe ; from which promiſe old Adam as 
the head and his children after the fleſh are ex- 


cluded; unleſs Mr. SkIx ER can produce it 


from a new Bible of his own making. 
J own the doctrine of reprobation is a. moſt 


tremendous and awful ſubject; but I am as ſure 


that it is a truth as I am that there is a God in 
heaven. The firſt moment that God ſhone with 


a divine ray on my ſoul, that moment the human 
race were divided into two clafſes—the one under 


the law, the other under grace; the commands 
and the promiſes were arranged over the head 
of each claſs, as is related in my “e Kingdom of 
Heaven taken by Prayer; and when Mr. SKINNER 
can give ſome account of a work of grace upon 


his own ſoul, and of his ever being taught of 


God, I ſhall give more attention to him. Free 


thoughts upon the letter of divine revelation is 


not ſufficient; a divine power is wanted; zhe 


| kingdom is not in word but in power; the ere 


thinker doth therefore err, not knowing the ſcrip- 


tures nor the power of Cod. The Lord created all 
#hings, and for his pleaſure they are and were created, 


Rev. i iv. 11. and his pleaſure will be done: My 
council 
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guncil ſhall ſtand, and 1 will do all my pleaſure: I 
form the light and create darkneſs; I make peace aud 
create evil; I the Lord do all theſe things, Iſa. 
xlv. 7. The Lord made all things for himſelf, yea 
een the wicked for the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4. 
God's choſen ſheep ſhall be ſought out of all 
places rvhither they have been ſcattered in the cloudy 
ard dark day, Ezek. xxxiv. 12. J am found of 
em that ſought me not, Ila. Ixv. 1, Others ſhall 
ſeek bim and ſhall not find him, and where be is they 
cannot come, John vii. 34. Thy people ſhall be all 
richteous z they ſhall inberit the land for ever, the 
branch of my planting, the work of my bands, that 
I may be glorified, Tia. Ix. 21. Open ye the gates, 
that the righteous nation which. keepeth the truth may 
enter in, Iſa. xxvi. 2. To the nation that God 
makes righteous, the gates ſhall be open, but to 
none elſe; others ſhall ſtrive, but in vain ; ſtrive 
to enter in at the ſtraight gate, for many 1 ſay unto 
you Twill ſeek to, enter in, and SHALL not be able, 
Luke xiii, 24. 


All that ſhall enjoy the land which is very far 
olf for ever, are branches of the Lord's planting; 
Mr. SKINNER is for a ſecond plantation; but beir 
ſack ſhall not take root, Ila. xl. 24. for every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted fhall be 
rooted up, Matt, xv. 13. To the heirs of pro- 
miſe it is given to know the myſteries of the king- 
dom of heaven, but to others it is not given, 
Matt, xviii. 11. To the elect, who are called 
babes, and therefore very incapable of receiving 

| them, 
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them, theſe things are revealed; and from the 
wiſe and prudent, the belt capable of inſtructios, 
theſe things are hid; and fo it ſeemeth good in 
our heavenly Father's ſight, Luke x. 21. though 
it ſeems evil in the eyes of Mr. SKINNER, The 
Lord bath appeared of old unto me, ſaying, Ye, | 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefun 
with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee. I will buill 
thee, ſaith the Lord, and thou ſhalt be built, O tirgn 
of Ijrael, Jer. xxxi. 3, 4. To the elect God im- 
putes an everlaſting righteouſneſs, Dan. ix, 24. 
Pſal. cxix. 142. and for theſe righteous ones he 
has laid an everlaſting foundation, Prov. x. 25 
Our anſwer, therefore, to every meſſenger | ls 
that the Lord hath founded Zion, Iſa. xiv. 32. Our 
ſovereign Lord is a ſanctuary to ſome, and a 
ſtone of ſtumbling and a rock of offence to others; 
and many ſhall ſtumble and fall, and be broken, and 
be ſuared, and be taken, Iſa. viii. 14, 15, May 
all be purified and made white, and tried: but ile 
wicked ſhall do wickedly: and none of the wicked ſpall 
underſtand, but the wiſe ſhall underſtand, Dan. xl, 
10. This is ſpeaking as the oracles of God. 
The Lord hath purpoſed, and who ſhall diſanm 

it? Iſa. xvi. 27. Some are predeſtinated, called, 
juſtified, and glorified. The elect obtain the ſa- 
vation that is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glu 
2 Tim, ii. 10. Theſe he predęſtinated according l 
his purpoſe, Epheſ. i. 11. predeſtinated to tit 
adoption of ſons, Epheſ. i i. 5. and 10 48 2 Rom, 
Vil, 29s 30, 


$a wy © . eel ode Cons . ˙ m 


Al 


IN CAPTIVETTE. a 


the All men are not included in this decree; 
on, MI all the human race are not elected; there is a 
in W world that is left out of this choice ; I have choſen 
g jou out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 
71, WM The reſt are left to the freedom of their own will, 
„ot which they. boaſt, on the baſis of free agency 
ore MY they ſtand, for this bottom they contend; under 
al the law they are, and to the law they cleave, and 
vin they have a right ſo to do; for the law to them 


m-W will never be toad therefore they have no right 


24. to marry another, Rom. vii. 3. 

he Theſe bond children hate election, and the 
25. £lctt; they hate an unconditional promiſe, and 
is che heirs of it; they hate ſovereign grace, and 
ur the ſubjects of it. He that was born after the fleſh 
| ii perſecuted him that was by promiſe ; and ſo it is now : 
5; ut what ſaith the Scripture ? Caſt out the bond wo- 
nan and ber ſon, for be ſhall not be heir with the chil- 
an cen of the free woman. So then the elect are not 
e of the bond woman, but of the free. 


Lal Cain begun the controverſy ; and as he could 


not controul the will of his Maker, nor gain the 


he ended it with the filt of wickedneſs, and the 
children of the fleſh have carried on his cauſe 
againſt the heirs of promiſe ever ſince; in be- 
half of which our preſent author has thrown his 
Free Thoughts into the treaſury, that the riſing 
generation may produce their cauſe, and bring 
forth his ſtrong reaſons, if the King of Jacob 
ſhould give them a challenge, Iſa, xli. 21. Cain 

| Was 


point of his brother by the force of argument, 
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was of that wicked one; and we are of God, ſays 
John; and there are children of God, and chil. 
dren of the devil to this day, notwithſtanding 
all che pains that men and devils have taken 10 


make theſe two ſtaves called Beauty and Band; 


— 
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become one ſtaff in the hand of God, Zech. zi 
„ Li 

Some have preached a decree of their own, 
and have brought in a ſecond ſort of elect per- 
| ſons, who have choſen God, without his pre. 

venting choice of them. Theſe have avgmented 
the determinate number of God's ele, juſt a; 
the devil is ſaid to augment a congregation by x 
number of hypocrites : The good ſeed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom, but tares are the children of the 
wicked one: the enemy that fowed them is the devil 
Matt. xili. 38, 39. But after all this labour and 
toil, there are ſome choſen, and ſome rejected: 
Neprobate filver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Ltd 
hath rejected them, Jer. vi. 30. They will not paß 
for current coin; their ſuperſcription will not 

do. God ſhall deſpiſe their image, Pſa]. Ixxii, 
20. But the choſen part ſhall be purified as filver 
is purified, and be tried as gold is tried; they ſhall call 
on my name, and I will hear them; and I will ſay, 


It is my people, and they fhall ſay, The Lord is m 


Ged, Zech. xiii. 9. Theſe ſhall, paſs for current 


coin; their ſuperſcription is good; and God 
knows their image; for whom he did foreknow he 
alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of bi 
Son, Rom, viii. 29. FE 

| Who 
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Who can give a ſaving knowledge of Chriſt to 


them to whom it is not given? - Who can reveal 


theſe things to the wiſe and prudent, from whom 
God has hid them? — Who can apply Chriſt to 
thoſe that are to ſeek him and not find him? 
Who can open the door to thoſe that ſhall ſtrive 
to enter in and ſhall not be able? 

Men's free thoughts are not the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: they can be of no force 
againſt the Lord of life and death; with whom 
are the keys of the houſe of David, as well as the 
keys of death and of hell, Rev. i. 18. who doth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can ſtay 
his hand, or ſay unto him, What doſt thou ? D 
IV. 34. 

8 the awfulneſs of this tre- 
mendous ſubje& of reprobation, which has made 
many a choſen veſſel to tremble, and which free- 
thinkers are ſo dreadfully diſguſted at, there is 
no ſet of men under heaven that paddle ſo much 
in it, and treat it ſo irreverently, lightly, and con- 
temptuouſly as they; which, beſide ſcripture teſ- 


timony, gives me reaſon to believe that there 


certainly is ſuch a doctrine as reprobation, and 
that there is ſuch a people as reprobates, or elſe 
our opponents would never diſcharge ſuch legions 
of ſtrong reaſons, forcible arguments, and free 
thoughts againſt the fame. If there be no ſuch _ 
ſtrong hold as reprobation to beſiege, no ſuch 
people to defend, why this perpetual calling to 
—Y | arms? 
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3 arms? Why theſe warm attacks, and repeated 
f | _ diſcharges ? Men of their wiſdom and ſenſe would 
3 þ never / fght as men that beat the air. I 
34 am perſuaded. better things of them; that they 
1 ' have a conviction that there is ſuch a dofrine, 
* and ſuch a People, though they thus peak, Heb, 


. | : vi. 9. 
| | Our author brings in ke ce holineſs, n 


i power, juſtice, and mercy of God,” but takes 
FR heed to evade his ſovereignty, which I think is 
I | wiſely done; theſe attributes of God he tiles 
1% ee the firſt principles which are to be admitted 
b as the ſtandard of all Chriſtian. doctrine;“ then 
3 he touches upon the death of Chriſt, and flies to 
1 the © univerſal benevolence of God, whoſe name 
n is love, and whoſe tender mercies are over all 
. i his works.” „ God fo loved the world (faith 
11 our author) that he gave his only begotten 


„ Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
<« not periſh but have everlaſting life.” Fohy 
iti, 16. I ſhall endeavour to reſcue theſe things 
from this labyrinth of free thoughts, and ſet them 
in their own proper FO in n which I ſhall 
conſider, 

Firſt, The Jove of God. 


Secondly, The mercy of God, and 
Thirdly, The text quoted. 
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WE. God loveth his people with an evetlating love. 
We 5 6, All that find grace in God's ſight are thus loved: 


7 Bus EY the Lord, The people which were left 2 
| th? 
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40 lnind found grace in the wilderneſs, even Ius, 
when I went to cauſe him to reſt. The Lord hath 
appeared of old unto me, ſaying, Yea, 1 have loved 
thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with loving 
kindneſs have I drawn thee, Jer. xxxi. 2, 3. All 
that are thus loved, are given, to Chriſt Jeſus: 
All that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me; and 
him that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt out, 
John vi. 37. The objects of this love are drawn 
to Chriſt: No man can come unte me, except the Fa- 
ther which hath ſent me draw him, and I will raiſe 
bim up at the laſt day, John vi. 44. Not one 
ſoul, thus loved of God, given to Chriſt in the 
| decree of election, and by loving kindneſs drawn 
to him, ſhall ever be loſt. I came not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that ſent me. And this 
is the will of bim that ſent me, that of all which be 
hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe 
it up again at the laſt day, John vi. 39. I give unto 
them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither 
Hall any pluck them out of my band; my Father which 
gave them me is greater than all: and none is able to 
Pluck them out of my Father's hand. I and my Fa- 
ther are one, John x. 28, 29, 30. 

There are the elect, who are loved with an 
everlaſting love, to whom God hath given ever- 
laſting conſolation, and good hope through grace, which 
comforts their hearts, and eftabl: Pes them in every 
good word and work, 2 Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. This 
love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 


Ghoſt which is given unto us. This is that chariry 


which never faileth ;z=—that charity that e 
. 
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for ever ;—even when faith ſhall end in open vi- 


ſion, and hope in eternal enjoyment, + + 


Thus are the elect loved with an everlaſting 
love; ;—theſe find grace in God's fight, are given 
and drawn to Chriſt, ordained to ſalvation, and 
to the reſurrection of eternal life by the will of 
| God; ſecured from the free thoughts of men, and 
the gates of hell, by the evetlaſting arms of God 
the Father and God the Son, confirmed by the 
promiſe of everlaſting life, by the witneſs and 
ſeal of the Holy Ghoſt, and by the inviolable oaths 
of God, who has ſworn to Chriſt our covenant 
head, and to the elect, who are the chofen ge- 
neration, or covenant ſeed: I have made a cove» 
nant with my choſen; I have ſworn unto David my 
ſervant, Pſal. Ixxxix. 3. which is Chriſt. —My co- 
venant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is 
gone out of my lips. Once have 1 ſworn by my boli- 
neſs, that 1 will not lie unto David. His ſeed ſhall 
endure for ever, Pſal. Ixxxix. 34, 35, 36. | 

Next, the Lord ſwears to the choſen ſeed: 
For a mall moment have I forſaken thee, but with- 
great mercies will I gather thee, In a little wrath T 
hid my face from thee for a moment; but with ever- 
lafing kindneſs will I have mercy on thee, ſaith the 
Lord thy Redeemer. Fer as 1 have ſworn that the 
waters of Noah ſhall 10 more go over the earth, ſo 
have 1 ſworn that I would not be wroth with thee, 
nor rebuke thee, For the mountains ſhall depart, and 
the bills be removed, but my kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee, neither Hall the ob venant of my peace be 


removed, ſaith the Lord, that hath Mercy on _ | 
| Iſa. 


> 
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Iſa, liv. 8, 9, 10. Is this promiſe and oath-made 
to all the race of Adam? No; zhe children of the 
fleſh, theſe are not the children of God; but the chil= 
dren of the promiſe are counted for the ſeed: and to 
theſe, and theſe only, is the oath and promiſe - 
made: Surely, in bleſſing I will bleſs thee ;—there is 
the promiſe. And becauſe God could ſwear by no 
greater, be ſwore by himſelf. Wherein God willing 
more abundantly to ſhew. to the HEIRS OF PROMISE 
the immutability of his council, confirmed it by an oath: + 
that by two immutable things, in which it was im- 
poſſible for God to lie, we might have a ſtrong con- 
ſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the 
hope ſet before us : which hope we have as an anchor 
of the foul, both Jure aud ſtedfaſt, Keb. vi. 16, 17. 
18, 19. 

If all the obs of carnal really in the world 
were to be opened at one time, aſſiſted with all 
the floating batteries of Free Thoughts, and they 
ſhould continue one perpetual and unremitted 
ſtorm, even till the archangel's trumpet proclaim 
the God of armies coming, Zibn's foundation, 
and her chief corner ſtone, would ſtand as un- 
ſhaken as the everlaſting hills, the baſes of hea- 
ven, or the throne of God. Not one lively ſtone 
of Mercy's building could ever be removed or 
diſplaced: The Higheſt himſelf bath eſtabliſbed her, 

ſhe ſhall not be moved, Pſal. xlvi. . Mercy ſhall 
be built up for ever, Pſal. Ixxxix. 2. Once more 
1 ſhake not only earth, but alſo heaven; which figni- 

fies removing thoſe things that are ſhaken (Free 
| Thoughts among the reſt), hat * things that 
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cannot be ſhaken may remain : but we have received 
a kingdom that cannot be moved, Heb. xii. 26, 27, 28. 


It hath been proved that the heirs of promiſe 
are loved with an everlaſting love; and that the 


children of the fleſh are not the children of God; 


but the children of the promiſe are counted for 
the ſeed; that the ele& are ſuch as God fore- 


| knew; they are the ſheep which the Saviour 
knows: I know my ſheep, and am known of mine. 


The others are the children of the fleſh, which 
are not the children of God; are called rangers: 


he provides for theſe, and diſplays his care over 


them; they are the work of his hands. He doth 
execute the judgment of the fatherleſs and widow, and 
lovetb the ſtranger, in giving bim food and raiment, 


Deut. x. 18. Theſe perſons are not foreknown 


in God's decree; ſtrangers they are called; 
ſtrangers they will remain ; and ſuch they will 


be eſteemed at the great day: Depart from me, 


know you not .—Depart from me, 1 never knew you. 
Theſe are not the promiſed ſeed of Chriſt, for 


they all all know the Lord, from the leaſt to the 


_ greateſt, Jer. xxxi. 34. All Chriſt's children ſhall 


be taught of the Lord, Iſa. liv. 13. The reſt are 


ſtrangers: he loveth them in executing judg- 
ment for them, and giving them food and rai- 


ment, and no farther. 

I come now to conſider the mercy of God. | 
The Lord is good to all, and bis tender mercies are 
over all his works, Pſal. cxlv. 9. But theſe 


works are diſtinguiſhed from- the ſaints in the 


next verſe : All thy works praiſe thee, O Lord; and 
be 1 | thy 
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thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. This goodneſs and 
tender mercy. that is over all God's works, is ex- 
tended both to man and beaſt. God ſaves them 
from many dangers. The Lord preſerveth both 
man and beaſt, Pſal. xxxvi. 6. God is kind to the 
unthankful and to the evil, Luke vi. 35. He ma- 
eth bis ſun to riſe on the evil and the good, and ſend- 
eth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt, Matth. v. 45. 
Thus far is the goodneſs of God extended to the 
non-elect ; but to the ſmall number of God's elect, 
his goodneſs is ſpoken of on this wiſe, Fear not, litile 
flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to give you 
the kingdom, Luke xii. 32. But to thoſe excluded 
from that number he ſpeaketh thus, 7 thank tbee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou 
| haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 
haſt revealed them unto babes, Even ſo, Father, for 
ſ it ſeemeth good in thy fight, Luke x. 21. 

I ſhall now conſider the mercy of God more 
fully, It hath been obſerved, that God's tender 
mercies are over all his works. And this is 
ſometimes diſplayed in a conſpicuous manner, as 
it was to Saul, by making him king, and deli. 
vering Iſrael by his hands. But this is only a 
temporal mercy, and is conditional, and may 
therefore be taken away in caſe of non-perform- 
ance, becauſe it is not ſecured by a covenant of 
grace. Children of wrath may have this. The 
Lord took hold of the band of Let, and of his wife, 
and of his two daughters, the Lord being merciful to 
them—and bid them eſcape for their life, and not look 
back, nar 4 in all the plain. The conduct of 
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Lot's two daughters is well known; and we are 
commanded by way of caution, to remember Lot's 
wife, who was an unbeliever. God gave the 
houſe of Iſrael 2 king in bis anger, and took bim 
away in his wrath, Hoſea xiii. 11. God calls 
the gift of the kingdom to Saul a mercy, which 
afterwards he recalled from him. But the mercy 
of God to his elect is ſpiritual and eternal, and 
eternally ſecured by a covenant of grace, made 
with David and his ſeed, which is Chriſt, and is 
ſure to all the ele& ſeed which were choſen in 
him. And when thou (David) ſhalt fleep with thy 
fathers, I will ſet up thy ſeed after thee, which is 
Chriſt, be fruit of David's loins according to the 
fleſh, Acts ii. 30. And I will eſtabliſp bis kingdom; 
be ſhall build an houſe for my name. So ſaid Chriſt, 
Upon this rock will I build my church. And I will 
eſtabliſh the throne o his kingdom for ever. I will 
be his father, and be ſhall be my ſon. My mercy ſhall 
not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, 
whom I put away before thee, And thy bouſe, which 
is the houſehold of David, upon which the Spirit 
of grace and. ſupplication is poured, and thy king- 
dom ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever before thee, thy throne 
Hall be eftabliſhed for ever, 2 Sam. vii. 12—16. 
God hath fulfilled the promiſe made to our fa- 
thers, in that he hath raiſed Jeſus from the dead; 
as it is written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art my. 
Son, this day have ] begotten thee ; and having raiſed 
him up, now. no more to ſee corruption, he ſaid on. 
this wiſe, 1 will give thee the ſure mercies of David, 
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Acts xiii. 33, 34. This mercy is not temporal 
nor conditional; it is one of the ſpiritual bleſſ- 
ings given us in Chriſt Jeſus. I is the mercy 
promiſed to the fathers, which God performed in re- 
membrance of his holy covenant, confirmed by the 
oath that he ſwore to our father Abraham, Luke 2 
72, 73. This mercy is eternally ſecured to 
Chriſt and his ſeed by covenant. I will make bim 
my firſt-born, higher than the kings of the earth. 
My MERCY. will J keep for bim for EvERMoORs ; 


and my COVENANT fhall ſtand faſt with bim. His 
SEED alſo will I mate to endure for EVER, and bis 


throne as the days Ld ——— Pſal. Ixxxix. 27, a, 


29« 

What is a web of free thoughts, ſpun out of 
human brains, polluted both in the warp and in 
the woof, confuſedly jumbled together, in crafti- 


neſs and hypocriſy, when compared to ſuch a co- 
venant as this? Such webs may ſerve to en- 


tangle a few ſilly flies, which will ſtick in every 
ſtinking pot of the apotbecary's ointment, Eccl, 
x. 1, rather than fly to the balm in Gilead, or to 
the great phyſician there, Jer. viii, 22. But it 
never can deſtroy the ele& of God—they cannot 
be deceived. Chriſt's ſeed ſball endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven. God has pro- 
miſed to the elect every neceſſary bleſſing, even the 
hearing ear. In that day ſhall the deaf bear the words 
of the book, and the eyes of the blind Hall ſee out of 
obſcurity and out ef darkneſs, Iſa. xxix. 18. Then 
the dead in ſin, like others, ſhall both hear and 


2» „ live. 
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live. The time cometh, and now is, when the 
dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 

' that hear ſhall live, John v. xxv. Theſe are the 
bleſſed of the Lord—BI/:ſed are your eyes, for they 
ſee, and your ears, for they bear, Matth. xiii. 16. 
To theſe, and to theſe only, God ſpeaks in new 
covenant terms. Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good (namely, ſtrong meat); 
and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline 
your ear, and come unto me; hear, and your ſoul 
| ſhall live; and I will make an everlaſting covenant 
with you,” even the ſure mercies of David, Iſa. ly. 
2, 3. 75 
Too the choſen ſeed in Chriſt Ae God del 
eth on this wiſe, And I will make an everlaſting 
covenant with them, that I will not turn away from 
them, 4 do them good; but I will put my fear in 
their hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, 
Jer. xxxii. 40. The covenant bleſſing promiſed 
to theſe ſouls in whom God puts his fear, is the 
ſure and everlaſting mercies of David, ſecured 
by covenant to Chriſt and his ſeed. But tbe mer- 
cy of the Lord is from everlaſting lo everlaſting upon 
them that rxak him, and his righteouſneſs upon chil- 
dren's children, Pſal. ciii. 17. This covenant and 
covenant mercy ſhall never fail nor decay. God 
has ſaid, that mercy ſhall be built up for ever, 
Pſal. Ixxxix. 2. It is ſecured by the eternal ve- 
racity of God, and muſt be accompliſhed. For 
ever, O Lord, thy word 16 ſettled i in OI os al, 
cxix. 89. | 
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Let the freethinker muſter his thoughts, and 

utter his miſchievous device; let the eloquent 
logician produce his cauſe, and bring forth bis ſtrong 
reaſons, Iſa. xli. 21; let the bowels of univerſal 
charity ſound like an harp for Moab, Iſai. xvi. 11, 
and contend for the converſion of the world ; 
let the whole ſele& band of mumping prophet- 
eſſes enforce their candour, and bring their re- 
peated appeals to a candid public; we ſpeak as 
the oracles of God. Mboſoever was not found 
written in the book of life, was caſt into the lake of 
fire, Rev. xx. 19. And if it be not ſo now, wwho 
will mate me a liar, and make my ſpeech nothing 
worth, Job xxiv. 25, Yea, we dare appeal to a 
candid public of free agents in behalf of our aſ- 
ſertions; for their rock is not as our Rock, our ene- 


mies themſelves being judges, Their candour is of 


the vine of Sodom, and of the fields of Gomorrab. 
Their grapes are grapes of gall, their cluſters are bit 
ter. Their wine is the poiſon of dragons, and the 
cruel venom of aſps, Deut. xxxii. 3133, 

Is this Mr. SkINNER, who told a friend, that 
© he would diſpute the point of univerſal re- 
« demption with the whole fraternity of Cal- 
© viniſts?” Poor man, he ſeems never to have 
been favoured with one glimpſe even of the frame 
of God's covenant. Surely God never ſent the 
halt and the blind % urn people from darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

I am inclined to think, that the leaſt ſtripling 
in Sion's family, if * by the Spirit of God, is 

| ſufficient 
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ſufficient i in the ſtrength of the Lord to go 3 5 


any man that defies the armies of the be 
God. 5 
J come in the third place to conſider che text 
that is entangled in this web of free thoughts. 

« As the ſcriptures never confine the death of 
4 Chriſt to a few, but frequently aſſert that he 
« died for all mankind; among many others let 
ce the following ſpecimen ſuffice: © God ſo loved 
«© the world that he gave his only begotten ſon, 
c that whoſoever believeth in him-ſhould not 
ce periſh, but have everlaſting life.” Fob iii. 16. 
This text according to the author's Free Thoughts 
is to ſuffice his readers, without enquiring any 
further for themſelves. This might ſuffice Eſau, 
who was contented with a meſs of pottage; or it 
might ſuffice Hagar the bond-woman and ber ſon, 
who went off ſatisfied with a bottle of water at 
her back. But Abraham et all that be had to 
Iſaac, and we, as Iſaac was, are heirs of promiſe; 
and it is well known that Iſaac loved ſavory meat, 


i and ſo do his children; nothing elſe would ſuf- 


fice Iſaac, the ſalt of the covenant of his God muſt 
not be lacking, Levit. ii. 13. when he pronounces 
the covenant bleſſing of heaven upon the ſuc- 
ceeding heirs of promiſe. | 

Our author has not quoted this text i. 
The firſt part God ſo loved the world is intended 
to fix, according to Free Thoughts, the mercy of 
God and the death of Chrift on all the human 


race but how he will eſtabliſh his falſe doctrine 
of 
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of final apoſtacy from grace and - redemption: by this 
text I know not. The laſt clauſe ſhould have 
been left out of his free tbougbt ſyſtem, as that is 
altogether againſt his future doctrine of apoſtacy. 
Ht boſoever believeth in him ſhall not periſh but have 
everlaſting life; then the believer is ſafe, he is not 
to periſh, he is to have everlaſting life. 
God ſo loved the world—By which world the 
Gentiles are meant; take no-tbeught what ye ſhall 
eat or drink, for after all theſe things do the Gentiles 
ſeek, Matt. vi. 31, 32. which is afterwards ex- 
plained thus—for all theſe things do the nations of 
the world ſeek after, Luke xii. 30. The phraſe is 
mentioned to throw down the middle wall of par- 
tition ; the perſons intended by the world are the 
choſen ſheep of Chriſt among the Gentiles, which 
he explains thus And other ſheep ] bave which are 
not of this fold [not of the Jewiſh but of the 
Gentile fold], them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall 
bear my voice; and there ſhall be one fold and one 
ſhepherd, John x. 16. The whole human race are 
not intended by the world, for the world is not 
redeemed, but the ſbeep are redeemed from among 
them; no man could learn that ſong, but the bundred 
and forty and four thouſand which were redeemed from 
the earth; theſe were redeemed from amang men, 
Rev. xiv. 3, 4+ The world that theſe ſheep are 
redeemed from are not to lee Chriſt, but the 
ſheep: redeemed ſhall ſee him, and live too; yet 
a little while and the world ſeeth me no more, but ye 


ſee me; + becanſe J live ye ſball live alſo Joha xiv. 9. 
I bave 
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I have manifeſted thy name unto the men which thou 


gaveſt me our of the world, John xvii. 6. theſe 
and only theſe can ever receive the Holy Ghoſt, 
The Father ſhall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever; even the ſpirit of truth, 
whom the world CANNOT receive, becauſe it ſeeth 
him not, neither knoweth bim: But ye know bim; 
for be dwelleth with you, and Hall be in you, John 
xiv. 16, 17. But why cannot the world receive, 
know, and ſee the Spirit of God as well as the 
elet? Becauſe the Spirit never comes to them; 
they are not the ſeed to whom he is promiſed, 
The promiſe, as hath been obſerved, runs thus: 
A ſeed ſhall ſerve him, and it ſhall be accounted to the 
Lord for a generation, Pſa, xxii. 30. Neither becauſe 
they are the ſeed of Abraham are they all children, but 
in Iſaac ſhall the ſeed be called. That is, They which 
are the children of the fleſh theſe are not the children 
of God; but the children of the promiſe are counted 
for the ſeed, Rom. ix. 7. 8. Theſe are called the 
ſeed that the Lord bath bleſſed, Iſa. Ixi. g. the bah 


Jed, Iſa. vi. 13. 


As the children of the promiſe are —— for 
the ſeed, it will not be amiſs to examine what 
the promiſes are that this ſeed are heirs to, and 
how the promiſes are fulfilled to theſe heirs.— 
Chriſt hath a promiſe, and ſo have the ſeed: 
When thou Halt make his foul an offering for ſin be 
Hall ſee bis ſeed, he ſhall prolong his days; he ſpall 
fee of the travail of bis ſoul and ſhall be ſatisfied, Iſa. 
lit, 10, 11. J will bring thy ſeed from the «af, 
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and gather them from the weſt, Iſa. xliii. v. I will 
pour my ſpirit upon thy ſeed, and my bleſſing upon thine 
offspring, Iſa. xliv. 3. Here is the Spirit of God 
and the bleſſing of God promiſed, as the portion 
of this ſeed. As for me this is my covenant with 
them, ſaith the Lord, My Spirit that is upon thee, 
and my words which I have put in thy mouth, ſhall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy ſeed, nor out of the mouth of thy ſeed's ſeed, ſaith 


the Lord, from henceforth and for ever, Iſa. lix. 21. : 


We have conſidered Chriſt the everlaſting Father 
of this ſeed, and the promiſes made to him; we 
have alſo conſidered the ſeed, and the promiſes 
made to them in Chriſt their head; from which 
| ſeed, or heirs of promiſe, the children of the 
fleſh are excluded—THEsE are vor tbe children of 
God, whether they deſcend from Shem or Ja- 
pheth, from Abraham or Nahor, for in Iſaac 
ſhall thy ſeed be called, they ſhall be heirs of promiſe 
as Iſaac was. And for my part, I have no doubt 
but the promiſed bleſſing, the word of promiſe, 
and the ſpirit of promiſe, will be applied by 
Chriſt the teſtator and executor of the teſtament 
to the proper heirs, according to the will of God; 
for the Saviour came not to do his own will, but the 
will of him that ſent bim, John vi. 38. 
This ſeed is called the 3leſſed of the Lord, If. 
Ixi. 9. and he ſent bis Son to bleſs them, Acts iii. 26. 
This ſeed is to receive the words that God put 
into the Saviour's mouth, Iſa. lix. 21. and fo 
Ju did N they have known that all things 
whatſoever 
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eubatſoever thou haſt given me are of thee; for 1 
| have given them the words which thou gaveſt me, 
and they have received them, and bave known ſurely 
hat I came out from thee, and they have believed iba! 
thou didſt ſend me, John xvil. 7, 8. 

Now let us ſee what ſeed this is, whether the 
whole world be intended or not. I have mani- 
feſted thy name to the men which thou gaveſt me out 
of the world; thine they were, and thou gaveſt them 
me, and they have kept thy word, John xvii. 6. This 
ſeed is a number given to Chriſt out of the world, 
theſe receive the word; and they are to receive 
the ſpirit that was upon Chriſt alſo, which 
1s never to depart from him nor his ſeed, accord- 
ing to the will and promiſe of God, Ifa. lis. 21. 
which vill Chriſt the teſtator is to confirm and 
execute. If the world were included in the pro- 
miſe, they would have the Spirit ſent unto them; 
but they are finally excluded. My Father bal! 
give you a Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, becauſe it ſceth him noi, 
neither knoweth him; but ye know him, for be 
 develleth with you, and ſhall be in you, John xiv. 17. 
Thus the Being of God, the promiſe of God, and 
the Spirit of God are promiſed to this ſeed, ex- 
cluſive of all others. Let us ſee how theſe things 
are applied to this choſen ſeed called heirs of pro- 
miſe; and whether freethinkers are intruſted 
with the diviſion and application of theſe pro- 
miſed bleſſings. Paul tells us the bleſſing is to 
believers : Know ye, therefore, that they which are 


3 
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of fai th, tbe ſame are children of Abraham : So then, 
they which are of faith, are bleſſed with Faithful 
Abrabam, Gal. iii. 7. 9. The bleſling we find is 
promiſed to the believer. The next inquiry is, 
how we come by faith, The anſwer is, God hath 
concluded all men in unbelief. 

Some inform us that it is the duty of every 
man to believe; they muſt alſo prove that it is 
the duty of every man to beget himſelf to a 
lively hope with the word of truth; that it is the 
duty of every man to quicken his own ſoul, 
though God declares 'none can do it; that it is 
his duty to produce a ſpiritual birth in himſelf, 
though man be born again, of of the will of man, 


nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of blood; and that it 
is the duty of every man to transform himſelf ; 


for God ſays, that ſuch as he forms ſhall Here 
forth his praiſe :—=and that it is the duty of every 
man to create himſelf anew in Chriſt Jeſus, without + 
the aid of him that fits upon the throne and ſays, 


I create all things new. This is a ſyſtem that has 


lately appeared in the world, and agrees in ſub- 
ſtance with our preſent ſyſtem of Free Thoughts. 
And ſurely the man that can do theſe things is a 
freethinker indeed, a free agent with a witneſs : 
he is his own father, his own maker, the father 
of his own ſpirit, the life of his own ſoul, and 

the God of his own exiſtence. Theſe men may 
well ſay, We are Lords, Jer. il. 31. Who is Lord 
over us? Pal. xii. 4. All theſe things muſt be 


done before faith can be produced; faith is the 
| - active 
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active hand of the new creature: Whatſcever is 
born of God overcometh the world; and this is the 
viftory that overcometh the world, even our faith, 
1 John v. 4. I ſhould like to hear how this 
motley monſter, partly carnal, and partly ſpi- 
ritual, as it has been lately exhibited to the 
world, I mean a living faith, produced by hu- 
man power ſhould like, I ſay, to hear ſuch a 
belieyer deſcribe the glorious object that he be- 
heves in, which the world never ſaw, and the hid- 
den myſtery that he builds his faith on, which 
none of the princes of this world ever knew : for 1 
am inclined to think that his deſcription of the 
Saviour, and of the myſtery of the goſpel, would 
be of the ſame nature as his faith, that is, earthly, 
ſenſual, and deviliſh, James iii. 15. And for my 
part, I ſhovld think that if a carnal man, deſti- 
tute of the grace of God, could be prevailed on 
by the force of human reaſon, to give a fleſhly 
aſſent to the goſpel of Chriſt, according to the 
command of the ſame, that he would deceive 
2 himſelf, unleſs the Spirit of God applied it to 
him, and endanger his own ſoul, by his carnal 
application. No man can call Jeſus his Lord but by 

* the Holy Ghoſt : no man can call God his Father 

but by the Spirit of adoption, which is the mani- 

feſtation of the poor ſinner's predeſtination to the 

adoption of Sons, and therefore enables the ſoul 

to cry Abba, Father. To call Chriſt Lord, or 

| God Father, without the Holy Ghoſt, is no leſs 


than preſumption ; ſuch cannot be upright be- 
Re | fore 
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fore God, nor innocent from the great tranſgreſ- 
ſion, Pſal. xix. 13. The Jews told the Saviour 
that they had one Father, even God: but he re- 
proved their preſumption, and told them they 
were of their father the devil, John viii. 44. 1 
know the goſpel is truth, but if all the children 
of the fleſh, or of the bond-woman, in the world 
were to lay claim to the bleſſings of it, without 
they were applied by the Holy Ghoſt; or to 
claim Chriſt as theirs, without that faith that is 
of the operation of God; they would be no leſs 
than preſumptuous liars; For if any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. The 
elect, and only they, are lions whelps, the pre- 
deſtinated offspring of the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah. Others may call themſclves Jews, but 
Chriſt ſays he knows their blaſphemy in ſo ſaying, 
and declares he will make them of the ſynagogue 
of Satan, Rev. ii. 9g. Every man at his beſt eſtate 
is vanity, Pſal. xxxix. 5, And all his thoughts, 
whether free or limited, are vanity alſo, Pſal. 
xciv. 11. Then it is vain to place any confidence 
either in carnal ſelf, or in free thoughts, for both 
are vain; and God has ſaid, Let not him that is 
deceived truſt in vanity, for vanity ſhall be his re- 
compenſe, Job xv. 31. If he truſts in himſelf, + 
ſelf muſt be his reward; and what can man reap 
from the fleſh but corruption ? 
If I was to ſee the whole human race driven 
by the force of human reaſon, or by enforcing 
the legal commands of God, to lay a fleſhly 
| . =” claim 
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claim either on Chriſt or his goſpel, without the 
Spirit of revelation, ſupplication, and adoption, 
I ſhould think it my duty, as a miniſter of Chriſt, 
to diſpute ſuch preſumptuous Antinomians out 
of all their falſe claims. I know fools will rage 


and be confident, Prov. xiv. 16, Their cha: 


lency may reach unto heaven, and their head 
touch the clouds, yet ſuch ſhall periſh like their 


own dung, their confidence ſhall be rooted out of their 
tabernacle, and they ſhall be brought to the king of 


terrors, Job xx. 6, 7. Job xviii. 14. 


Man, fallen, conſequential man, notwith- 
ſanding all births produced by the will of man, 


the will of the fleſh, or of blood, John i. 13. it is 


but a fleſhly conception, and a fleſhly birth at 
beſt ; and the children of the fleſh, theſe are not 


the children of God: That which is born of the 


fleſh is fleſh. Real believers. are born of God, 


they are predeſtinated to be conformed to the 
image of his Son: theſe ſhall bear the image of 
the heavenly Adam, when the others bear only 
the image of the earthly. By this image they 
ſhall all be known in the great day. Neither 
the ſelf-begetter nor the freethinker will ever 


be able to palm one child of the fleſh upon the 


everlaſting Father : Every plant which my heavenly 


Father hath not planted ſhall be rooted is But I 


muſt return to my ſubject, 
The predeſtinated heirs of God, who are in- 
titled to the bleſſing of Abraham, to the promiſe 


of Iſaac, and to the promiſed Spirit of God, muſt _ 
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undoubtedly receive the fame according to the 
will of God, and according to the teſtament of 
Chriſt. The particular diſtribution of the Spirit 
is of God; and the Spirit of God reveals and ap- 
plies the bleſſings, who is omniſcient, and therefore 
cannot err. Cod. ſo loved the world, that be gave 
bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever beheveth on him 
might not periſh, but have everlaſting life ; which 
"eternal life, God that cannot lie promiſed before the 


world began, Tit. i. 2. This promiſed life the 


ele& were ordained to; on which account the 
Holy Ghoſt works faith in their hearts, which is 
the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. As many as were or- 
dained to eternal life believed, and none elſe, Acts 
xiii. 48, The promiſe of life, the grace of faith, 
and the Spirit of God, come altogether to God's 
elect. Knowing, brethren, beloved, your election of 
Cod; for our goſpel came not unto you in word only, 
but alſo in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 
eſurance, x Theſſ. i. 4, 6. Here we have the 
bleſſing, which is life, promiſed to Abraham, 
promiſed likewiſe to Zion; for there God com- 
manded the bleſſing, even life for evermore: As 
mary as were ordained to eternal life believed; here 
we have the word that was promiſed, the word 
come unto you in power; we have here the pro- 
miſed Spirit alſo, it came in the Holy Ghoſt ; here 
re have the gift of. faith likewiſe, it came with 
much aſſurance. 
Thus, Cod ſo loved the world, the Gentiles as 
gell as the Jews, who were to be fellow-heirs of 
1X8 | the 


of the law, Gal. ili. 13. 
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the ſame promiſe, Eph. iii. 6. that be gave his 
only begotten Son, who hath broken down the mid: 
dle wall of partition between us,” and hath made 
both one, Eph. ii. 14. that whoſoever believeth on 
bim, as all that were ordained to eternal life have 
done, and ſhall do, might not periſh, according 
to this ſyſtem of Free Thoughts, but have ever- 
laſting life, in ſpite of men or devils. 

Our author's intent, in this pamphlet, is to 
prove that Chriſt died for all men. In order to 
overthrow this arrant lie, and make this ſpeech 
nothing worth, it will be neceſſary to conſider 
what the elect are redeemed from, and the abſo- 
lute promiſes made to them in Chriſt, 


Firſt, They are redeemed from under the 
law, that they may receive the adoption, of ſons, 
Gal. iv. 5. 

| Secondly, They a are redeemed from the curſe 


T hirdly, They are redeemed from among men, 
Rev. xiv. 4. 
F ourthly, They are redeemed from alli iniquity 
= "it. th 4. 

Fifthly, They. are. e from the grave, 
and redeemed from death, Hoſ. xiii. 14. 

Sixthly, Chriſt hath obtained eternal redemp- 
tion for them, Heb. ix. 12. 

Seventhly, They are redeemed from hell: De: 
liver him from going down to the Pit, 1 have found 4 
ranſom, Job xxxiii. 24. 
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If the ele& are redeemed from under the law, 
and the curſe of it—from all iniquity—from 
among men—from death—and from hell with an 
eternal redemption—it follows, not one of theſe 
can be curſed, damned, eternally die, or go into 
the pit; and if Chriſt died for all mankind, all 
mankind are thus redeemed by Chriſt, But that 
all are not redeemed from the curſe of the law is 
clear, for many will be ſent from the judgment 
ſeat under that ſentence, Go ye curſed, Nor are 
all mankind redeemed from death; for the chil- 
dren of the fleſh are the children of old Adam; 

| theſe are not the children of God, Rom. ix. 8. 
In Adam all die, 2 Cor. xv. 22. All are not ran- 
ſomed from the pit; ſome are in hell already, 
Ezek. xxxi. 16, 17. And the gate that leads to 
deſtruction has many that go in thereat, while 
there are but few that 7 the ſtrait gate that 
leads to life. 

The truth of the matter is, Chriſt laid down 
his life for his ſneep, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any pluck them out of his hands, 
John x, 28. But of ſome he ſays, Ye believe not, 
becauſe ye are not of my ſheep, as 1 ſaid unto you be- 
fore, John x. 26. Theſe are goats, and they 
will appear ſo, and be ſet at the left hand of the 

Judge in the great day, Matt. xxv. 33. 

Ihe promiſe made to the elect, which are the 
ſheep for whom Chriſt laid down his life, is, that 
they ſhall never periſh: The ranſomed of the Lord 
all return and c come to Zion with ſongs, and ever 
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laſting joy apon their beads : they ſhall obtain j Joy and 
gladneſs, and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away, Iſa, 
Xxxv. 10. By the Holy Ghoſt they are ſealed to 
the day of redemption, Eph. iv. 30. that is, to 
the day of redemption for the body, when body 
and ſoul ſhall enjoy full and complete redemption, 
Hence the Holy Spirit of promiſe, by which the 
elect are ſealed, is called the earneſt of our inherit. 
ance, until the redemption of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion, 


Eph. i. 14. until the redemption of the pur- 


chaſed: church, which God will poſſeſs to all 
eternity, be completed, and they completely 
glorified, and ſettled in the heavenly poſſeſſion, 
which is the glorious kingdom that the ſaints of ihe 
Moſt High all poſſeſs for ever, even for ever and 
ever, Dan. vil. 18. 

Thus the redeemed ſhall never oY they 
Hall return with ſongs, and ſorrow and fgbing ſhall 
flee away ; they are ſealed to the day of redemp- 


tion, and have got an earneſt of the purchaſed 


poſſeſſion in their hearts; they ſhall ' poſſeſs the 


kingdom for ever and ever. Theſe were choſen 
in Chriſt before the world was, and had life 


given them in Chriſt before Adam was formed; 
they were predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons; 
and becauſe they are ſons, by predeſtination and 
pre-adoption, God ſends forth the Spirit of bis Son 


into their bearts, crying, Abba, Father, Gal. iv. 6. 
They are called Heep before they are called by 


grace, and /ons of peace, before ever they hear 
any thing about Peace: Into whatſoever houſe ye 
| ; ener, 
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enter, ſay, Peace be to this buuſe; and if the ſon of 
peace be there, your peace ſhall come upon it; but if 
not, your peace ſball return to you again, Luke x. 
5, 6. To thele predeſtinated heirs of promiſe 
were the promiſes made in Chriſt: to theſe God 
has ſworn that he never will be wroth with them, 
nor forſake them; and when God can be perjured 
by Free Thoughts, and made a liar, then ſhall the 
elect fall from grace, but not till then, JY/herein 
God, willing more abundantly to ſhew to the HEIRS OF 
PROMISE the immutability of bis ctuncil, confirmed it 
by an oath, that by two immutable things (his pro- 
miſe and oath), in which it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſolation who have 
fled for refuge io lay hold upon the hope ſet before us: 
which hope we have-as an anchor of the ſoul, both 
ſure and ſtedfaſt, Heb. vi. 16—20. 


When our author has done his beſt, he will 
find, that thoſe who were choſen in Chriſt, and 
given to Chriſt, were redeemed, and no more. 
Thoſe that were left out of this choice are in old 
Adam. They are calleq the children of the fleſh, 
Adam is their father, and Hagar is their mother, 
in the allegory—for the ſeed was not to be called 
in Iſhmael, but in Iſaac, who was a child of 
promiſe in every ſenſe. Cain and Abel, Shem 
and Canaan, Iſhmael and Iſaac, Eſau and Jacob, 
the ſon that promiſed to go into the vineyard, 
and went not, and the other that ſaid he would 
not, but went, Matth. xxi. 28, 29; the elder 
ſon diſpleaſed at ſovereign grace, and the 
D 4+ 5 younger 
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younger called the rains that was abel by 
it, Luke xv. 34; are all ſet forth to ſhew the 
difference between the elect and non- elect, the 
children of the fleſh and the children of the Spi- 
rit, the heigs of wrath and the heirs of promiſe, 
the children of God and the children of the de- 
vil, 1 John iii, 10. And how our Author will 
bring theſe two families together, I know not. 
“ The elect are in no danger of periſhing,” be- 
. cauſe they have got better ſecurity than our 
Author's Free Thought; they have the abfo- 
lute decree of God, che promiſe of God, and the 
oath of God, beſides the covenant of grace, the 
atonement of Chriſt, and the ſeal of God's Spi- 
rit. This is their ſecurity, and all theſe things 
muſt become a blank before one elect ſoul can 
periſh, | 
Our Author goes on to prove univerſal re- 
demption by the following Scriptures, © I ex- 
« hort, therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, 
« prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 
' & be made for all men, For this is good and 
e acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour, 
c who will have all men to be ſaved, and to 
cc come unto the knowledge of the truth; for 
ee the Mediator gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to 
« be teſtified in due time, 1 Tim. ii. 1—6.“ 
The Spirit of ſupplication never put up one pe- 
tition in this world for the eternal ſalvation of all 
men. Nor did Chriſt ever pray for all men. J 
have manifeſted * name unte the men which thou 
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N > | | _s 
IN-CAPTIVETS- o o ( ( 

gaveſt me out of the world, I pray for ew 1 pray 
not for the world, but for them which bow haſt given 
me out of it, John xvil. 6, 9. 

 *Tis true, Chriſt prayed for ſome of his mur- 
derers, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
chat they do, Luke xxiii. 34. Yet 'tis clear, thoſe 
that he then prayed for were ſome of them that 
his Father gave him out of the world, upon 
whoſe conſciences Peter charged the blood of 
Chriſt. Him, being delivered by the determinate 
council and fore knotvledge of God, ye have taken, and 
by wicked hands have crucified and ain, Acts ii. 23. 
Theſe were pricked i in their hearts, received the 
word, and were added to the church ; while the 
children of the bond-woman ſtood mocking the 
heirs of promiſe, as Iſhmael their father did before 
them, ſaying, 7. 395 men are full of new wins, 
Acts 11. 13. 

The apoſtle's e that prayers may be 
made for all men, is with this reſtriction, for kings 
and all that are in authority, that the Jaints may lead 
a quiet and peaceable life, 1 Tim. ii. 2; that is, 
that God might put a ſtop to the perſecution of 
theſe kings and governors, as all hearts are in his 
hands, and incline them to miniſter juſtice unto 
evil-doers, and defend them that do well that 
| wwe may lead quiet and peaceable lives in godlineſs and 
honefty—or that God might convert them, if it 


were his will, as ſome kings and queens have 


been, and are yet t to be, nurſing fathers and mo- 
thers 


* 
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thers to the church, who are to come to the 
light, and to the brightneſs of Zion's riſing. 
Chrift gave himſelf a ranſom for all, ſignifies no 
more than a ranſom for ſome of all nations, 
agreeable to the promiſe made to Abraham, In 
thee and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth 
be bleſſed, Gen. xviii. 18, Some of all ranks; 
ſome of all ſorts of ſinners, agreeable to the ora- 
cles of God; ſome out of every nation, kindred, 
tongue, and people, Rev. v. 9. It may have re- 
ference to the time coming, when the kingdoms of 
this world ſhall become the kingdoms of our God and 
of bis Chriſt ; which there is little ſign of at pre- 
ſent. | 5 | 
The word a/! does not mean the whole human 
race, ranſomed from the curſe of the law, the 
wrath of God, and damnation of hell: this cannot 
be proved, until it can be proved that zhe pate 
that leads to deſtruclion is locked up; which never 
will be while ſo many free-willers, free-thinkers, 
and uni verſal liars get into pulpits. Before the 
kingdoms of this world become the kingdoms of 
God and of his Chriſt, the mouths of them that 
ſpeak lies muſt be ſtopped Pla. Ixiii. 11. and the 
everlaſting goſpel muſt be preached to every nation 
under beaven, Rev. xiv. 6, When this day ap- 
pears, free-thinkers ſhall be diſcovered by the 
light of the Lord, and free-agency conſumed by 
the breath of his lips; for it cannot be ſuppoſed 


that the free thoughts of carnal men can be called 
the 
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the everlaſting goſpel, or that life and immortality 
ſhould be brought to light by them. If the 
words ALL and EVERY MAN mean the whole 
human race, our author would make a ftrange 
hand of the Bible by his thoughts on the follow- 
ing texts: They be all adulterers, Jer. ix. 2, and 
great grace was upon them all, Acts iv. 33. that they 
all might be damned, 2 Thell. 11. 12. that all fbould 
come to repentance, 2 Peter iii. 9. they went out 
from us that it might be manifeſted that hey were 
not all of us, 1 John ii. 19. if one died for all then 
Were all dead, 2 Cor. v. 14. for all ſeek their own, 
not the things that are Chriſt's, Phil: ii. 2 1. every 
man ſhall eat the fleſh of his own arm, Iſa. ix. 20. 
then ſhall every man have praiſe of God, 1 Cor. 
iv. 5. therefore every man's heart ſhall melt, Iſa. 
xiii. 7. every man was in the chambers of bis 
imagery, Ezek. viii. 12. God hath dealt to every 
man the meaſure of faith, Rom. xii. 3. every man 
is a friend to him that giveth gifts, Prov. xix. 6. 
every man was determined to ſend relief to the 
brethren, Acts xi. 29. the ſpirit is given to every 
man to profit withal, 1 Cor, xii. 7. which Spirit 
the world cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth bim not, 
neither knoweth him. | teſtify to every man that 
is circumciſed, that he is a debtor to do the 
whole law, Gal. v. 3. God ſhall juſtify the circum- 
_ (ihon through faith, For every man ſhall bear his 
own burden, Gal. vi. 5. We preach to preſent 
every man perfect in Jeſus Chriſt, Col. i. 28. Ye 
ſhall be ſlain all HF you; as a bowing wall ſhall ye 
| | 5 be, 


ww 
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be, and as a tottering fence, Pſa. Ixii. 3. Free 
Thonghts will make a ſtrange jumble of theſe 
univerſal expreſſions ; but if he draws God's line 
between the children of God and the children of the 
devil, they will appear very conliſtent; they are 
all right to them that have underſtanding, there is 
nothing frowarg er perverſe in them. Our author 
goes on. | 
« God is not willing that any ſhould periſh, 
4 but that all ſhould come to repentance; for 
„ which purpoſe he commands all men every 
here to repent; and ſince he does not require 
<« impoſſibilities, and then puniſh for non-per- 
« formance, every man might repent, and con- 
« ſequently be ſaved, for Chriſt by the grace of 
« God tafted death for every man.” This is 


* 


the doctrine of free-willers—theſe are free- agents 


and free-thinkers :—theſe are them that juſtify 
| themſelves before men; theſe are wiſe in their 
on eyes, and prudent in their own flieht; theſe 
are of thoſe who aſked the Saviour, Are we blind 

alſo? theſe are the ſons to whom the Lord ſaid, 
Go work to-aay in my vineyard; who anſwered, I go 
Sir, but went not, This is the nation that is pure 
in their own eyes, but was never waſhed from their 
Filthineſs. Theſe are the men that ſay, We are 
Lords, we will come no more unto God, Jer. li. 31. 
our lips are our own, wha is Lord over us? Pla. xii, 
4. and ſuch, with reſpect to Chriſt, are unani- 
mous in their declaration; for as a ſovereign and 
as 
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as the Chriſt of God, they. will not have bim 40 
reign over them, Luke xix. 14. 

To ſuch pure, ſelf-ſufficient, confidential, as 
conſequential men as theſe, who call themſelves 
Lords, contend for human power, and freedom of 
will, who think God is juſt ſuch a one as them- 
| ſelves, who can produce their own cauſe, and bring 
forth their ſtrong reaſons againſt the king of Jacob, he 
deals with in a conditional way, according to 
the abilities they boaſt of, If they are (as they 
ſay) Lords or Jehovahs, nothing can be im- 
poſſible to them ; hence God ſets them a taſk 
agreeable to their boaſted omnipotence—Ceaſe to 
do evil, learn to do well, Ifa. i. 17. there is the 
command. Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin or 
the leopard his ſpots? then may ye alſo do good that 
are accuſtomed to do evil; this is the lot of them that 
truſt in falſehood, Jer. xiii. 23, 24. 

Men that ſay, We are Lords, who pretend to 
deity, God ſets them a taſk equal to that divine 
power they boaſt of: There 7 will judge you, O 
houſe of Iſrael, every one according to HIS Ways: 
Repent and turn yourſelves from all your iranſgreſſions, 
ſo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. Caſt away all your 
tranſgreffions whereby you have tranſ;reſſed, and 
MAKE you @ NEW HEART and à NEW SPIRIT, for 

why will ye die O houſe of Iſrael ? Ezek. xviii. 30, 
31. Theſe men are commanded to Believe alſo, 
which is no hard taſk if they be Lords according 
to their own declaration. Mr. SKINNER tells us 
that © God does not require impoſſibilities z” 

een 
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according to his aſſertions he has power to ceaſe 
to do evil, to learn to do well, to turn himſelf to 
God, to repent, to create @ new heart and a new 
ſpirit, and to believe in Jeſus; and if he can do 
this—make a new heart and a new ſpirit, I ſay ns 
is God; and if he had done this for me, I would 
have fallen down and worſhipped him; for I 
know the preparation of man's beart and the anſwer 
ef the tongue is from Jebovab, Prov. xvi. 1. and 
if Mr. SkixNER can make a new heart and a 
new ſpirit, he is God. However, the elect that 
are partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, they ſay the 
vay of man is not in himſelf ; it is not in him that 
zwalketh to direct his flieps; turn thou me and I ſhall 
be turned; that repentance is God's grant—unto 
the Gentiles bath God granted repentance unto life ; 
that it is Chriſt's gift, who 7s exalted to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Iſrael and 
forgiveneſs of ſins; that a new heart and a new 
ſpirit are God's gift and God's work; that faith 
is the gift of God; that to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt is a work that requires an exceeding great 
and mighty power—/hat ye may know what is the 
exceeding greatneſs of his power to us-ward who be- 
lieve, according to the working of his mighty power, 
Eph. i. 19. And our author, who ſuppoſes that 
he has ability to do whatſoever God commands, 
appears to me to be an entire ſtranger to a new 
heart, a new ſpirit, real repentance, a turn to God, 
and to the faith of God's elect to this day; if he 


were not, he could not have ſwore and ſubſcribed 
| : to 


'S 
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to doctrines that his ſoul hates. What can be 
expected from a man that can publiſh his own 
perjury, ſwear and lie to the Holy Ghoſt con- 
trary to his thoughts, and then ſend the wicked 
thoughts of his heart into the world to contra- 
dict his confeſſion, oath, and hand-writing? Our 
author goes on. | 
„The command to preach the goſpel to every 
« creature ſuppoſes that Chriſt died for all, or 
« there can be no goſpel for all; and if ſo, it 
« jmpeaches the ſincerity of Chriſt in com- 
c manding it to be preached to all, and the 
« miniſters preach an untruth to the reprobate.“ 
] anſwer, the goſpel is to be preached to every 
creature, with this promiſe, that he that believeth _ 
ſhall be ſaved, and they that were ordained to eter- 
nal life believed, and ever will believe, and none 
elſe; and if the preachers do preach an untruth 
in declaring the goſpel to the reprobate, it is in 
obedience to their Lord's will, who by his ſer-. 
vants invited many to the ſupper though they were 
not worthy, and commanded them to ſay, Peace 
be to this houſe, though peace was. to return to 
them again if the ſon of peace was not there.— 
Our author adds, 

« Who can juſtify his (chat i is, the Saviour's) 
e conduct, who ſends a miniſter to preach a 
e goſpel, ſo called, to myriads of men for whom 
ce it was never intended, and then puniſhes them 
e moſt ſeverely for having heard it? that is, for 
having As their duty.“ If men, like our 

| author, 
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author, can perform what God requires, as ht 
declares “ God does not require impoſſibilities,“ 
that is, he requires nothing but what man, fallen 
man, can perform; for he ſays, © there is not a 
« damned ſoul in hell but what if he had done 
« well, as he might have done, had been a glori- 
« fied ſaint'in heaven,” p. 36. then an ineffec- 
tual call is quite enough; for I think, when 
men talk at this rate, and call themſelves 
Lords, it is ſufficient to ſend them an invitation, 
and ſo expoſe their free-agency to contempt for 
chuſing their farms, yokes of oxen, and wives, before 
the goſpel feaſt. If men can perform what God 
requires, a command or an invitation 1s ſufficient; 
| God does nothing in vain; and if men, with 
power to perform, refuſe the invitation, and ſlight 
the banquet and the Lord of the houſehold, I 
think it is an act of unparalleled kindneſs in the 
maſter to ſend his ſervants into ihe ftreets and lanes 
_ of the city to compel thoſe that cannot help them- 

ſelves. The Lord tells us when we make a feaſt nit 
to call the rich but the poor; and he does the ſame; 
he orders his ſervants to bring in the poor, the 
maimed, the balt, and the blind, Luke xiv. 22, The 


| promiſe of God is not to be made of none effect 


by freethinkers nor by workmongers. , 
What reaſonable man, who might be a glori- 


fſied faint in heaven if he would, who has power 


to perform what God requires, and yet rejects 
the feaſt and damns his ſoul l ſay, what ground 
has. he to be offended with the Saviour for his 


free grove and mercy in ſending a compulſion to 
his 
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his own elect, who are altogether helpleſs. Surely 
the Saviour 1s more juſtifiable in helping crip- 
ples that cannot help themſelves, than he would 
be in lending his aid to men who are lords, who 
can make a new beart and a new ſpirit for themſelves. 
The Saviour is called the hope of Iſrael, and a 
help that is mighty to ſave ;z but he will not lend 
his help to them that need it not. Uzzah 
was ſtruck dead for lending unwarrantable 
help, 2 Sam. vi. 6. But the Saviour will 
not do ſo, He came to fulfil the promiſe. 7 will 
feek that which was loſt, and bring again that which 
was driven away, and will build up that which cas 
broken, and will Arengtben that which was fick; 
BUT I WILL DESTROY THE FAT AND THE STRONG 3 

1 will feed them with JUDGMENT, Ezek. xxxv. 16. 
He makes the proud helpers ſtoop under him, Job 
ix. 13. The man that can deck himfelf with 
majeſty and excellency, is to be ſaved by his 
own arm, Job xl. 10—14. The Saviour eyes 
the bleſſing, and keeps under it. Bleſſed is be 
that reſpecteth not the proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide 
to lies, Pſalm xl. 4. God rewardeth the ſimple 
(and none elſe), and plentifully rewardeth the proud 
doer, Plal. xxxi. 23. who can make his own 
heart, and create his own ſpirit; who ſtands in 
no need of help. This our author affirms; for 
he ſays, Every man has power ſufficient (if 
ce uſed), at one period or other of his life, to be- 
{© lieve or obey the goſpel.” It will be hard to 
prove, that {OR man has heard the goſpel, or 

Ep „ Than 
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that one part in ten have ever heard it; and they 
that have heard it, and periſhed under it, are 
more in number than thoſe. that were ſaved by 
it. Many be called, but few choſen. As for 
the heathens, I have no doubt but God will Judge 
them with equity. They being without the law, 
are a law to themſelves. For they have all acted 
as our author uſed to declare he had; that is, 
« They have done thoſe things that they ought 
ce not to have done, and left undone thoſe things 
ec that they ought to have done; and there is no 
« more health in then” . there is in Mr. 
SkINNER. E 
Our author wile u, « The Saviour's yoke 
ec is eaſy, and his burden is light.” It really is 
ſo to the ſaints, Chriſt's. yoke: is a living faith; | 


and that which makes the burden light is he 


love of God ſhed abroad in the heart by the Hoy 
Ghoſi—which is eaſy enough to a man that can 


make a new heart and a new ſpirit. For if a man 


can make a ſpirit, he can eaſily produce faith and 
love; for they are only the fruits of it. God 
does not, he ſays, demand impoſſibilities; there- 
fore he takes it for granted, that when God ſays, 
The man is become like one of us, that he means, 
that every man is a God, What an inconſiſtent ' 
being is this freethinker, who ſtands faſt in 
himſelf, and talks of the Saviour's eafy” yoke and | 
light-burden, when he never felt either. 


The next thing he handles is univerſal light. | 
Bur he never quotes this . Bebold darkneſs ſhall 
: cover 


— 
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coder the earth, and- groſs darkneſs the people, Iſa. 


Ix. 4. — But he goes on. It is not aſſerted + 


« nor ſuppoſed that man naturally poſſeſſes this 
« power,” though he declares, “there is not a 
„ ſoul in hell but might have been a glorified 
« ſaint in heaven.” Then he contradicts him- 
ſelf, and faith, “ Bur, on the contrary, that 
« man 1s ſpiritually blind and dead,” If ſo, his. 
light and free thoughts are little worth. For 
who can ſee that is blind? and who can think 
that is dead But notwithſtanding man's being 
blind and dead, he ſays, that“ experience proves 
« that every man has ſome knowledge of ſin; 
© he feels the reproofs of conſcience. ' Now theſe 
& muſt proceed from human nature, Satan, or 
« Deity, But they cannot ſpring from a ſoul 
« totally blind and dead ;” though before he: 
ſaid they were ſo. Nor do they ſpring from 
« Satan, for he blinds the mind of unbelievers,“ 
Too all which I anſwer, the eye of God upon 
the Egyptian hoſt, that looked through the. 
cloud, troubled the hoſt, and deſtroyed them, 
was the eye of offended juſtice.. And thoſe that 
lift up their eyes in bell, being in torments, will 
ſee the ſame. Fees 
This is diviße light, but no more ſalvation 
annexed to it than there is to our author's Free 


Thoughts, which are nothing but a confuſion of 3 


__ darkneſs, | | 
The accuſers of ba adulterous woman were 
convicted by the * of their own conſcience, 
E 2 which 
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which 3 is a ray from the law. And this will be 
ſeen, and felt too, even in hell. He will have 
light for reflection, though none to ſalvation; 
God, as a reconciled Father in covenant, can 
only be known by his own ray in the goſpel, by F 
which he brings life and immortality to light. 
God, who cauſed the light to Hine out of darkneſs, 
hath ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light of tbe 
knowledge of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. The Scriptures inform us, that Satan is 
transformed into an ange! of light; therefore it is 
no marvel if his miniſters be transformed as the 
miniſters of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. xi. 14, 15. 
If the devil can do this, he may.enlighten ſome 
in aur days, for aught I know. The Jewiſh 
Rabbies ſaid, Are we blind alſo? whom the Sa- 
viour anſwers, F ye were blind, ye ſhould not have 
Jin; but ſince you ſay, we ſee, your fin remaineth, 
He tells them, they were of their father the devil, 
and cautions others to take heed, le the ligbt that 
be in you be darkneſs. If it be, how great is that 
darkneſs ? Matth. vi. 23. Thus ſome ſee whoſe 
ſin remains; others have light that is nothing 
but darkneſs ;. others fee in the rays of juſtice ; 
others boaſt of the light of nature, or natu- 
ral conſcience; and 9 8 lift up their eyes in 
hell. | . Ds | 
The Saviour doth enlighten | every man 
that cometh into the world. He planted the 
eye and ear both; he created the ſeeing as well 


as the hearing. T he Pore of reaſon, before man 
; . fell, | 
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gell, was the candle of the Lord; but ir is ſo 
dim now that it can only lead a ſinner to erect 
an altar to an unknown God. But to the elect 
Chriſt brings life and immortality to light; he 
is the ſaint's everlaſting light, their God, and 
their glory, and their ſun ſhall no more go downs» 
Ifa. Ix. 19, 20. And if our author was thus en- 
lightened by Chriſt, he would repent of theſe his 
Five Thoughts in duſt and aſhes, and curſe the 
day, as Toba Child did, that ever he ſent them 
into the world, 70 darken counſel by words without 

knowledge, Job xxxvin. 2. 

Our author goes on to illuſtrate his argument 
by the parable of the talents, that “ the ſervant 
„that hid it was pronounced wicked becauſe he 
« was ſlothful. It is ſometimes objected, this 
« was not grace; and by the ſame authority it 
e may be aſſerted that the five talents were not 
ce grace. To which I anſwer, If the one talent 
was grace the man would not have been con- 
demnedl for ſloth ; for God worketh in his people 
both to will and to do of his own good pleaſure. 
Chriſt declares to his elect, that without him 
they can do nothing; and the church owns God 
| hath wrought all her works in her. | 

If the one talent had been grace it could 
not have been hid; for if ſuch hold their peace 
the very ſtones would cry out. The more the 
Saviour charged the objects of mercy to hold 
their peace the more they ſpread it abroad, If 
the one talent had been the grace of the Spin 

3 3.7. - he 
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he could not have hid it, he muſt have ſpoken 
as the Spirit gave him utterance; for he would 
have found the word of God, as Jeremiah did, 
a fire ſbut up in his bones; the Spirit of God isa 
"ſpringing well, and out of the belly of ſuch flow 
' rivers of living water; they cannot be pent up, 
they muſt ſpeak if they die for it. The one 
talent was a lamp without oil, and ſurely this 
cannot be grace; the law is a lamp, and that 
ſeems to be all that Mr. SkixNER has got at 
. preſent—God grant he may not find it ſo to his 
colt at laſt. The one talent is what Peter calls 
a well withcut water ; Jude calls it a cloud without 
rain, God's witneſſes are called. a cloud, Heb, 
Xil. 1. and there is a cloud of falſe witneſſes who 
have not the waters of life, nor the witneſſing 
Spirit in them. Theſe are inſtruments without life 
giving ſound ; that is, they are preachers that were 
never quickened by the Spirit of God. Solomon 
calls it a fa//e gif from whence Jude took 1t— 

As the cold of not in the time of harveſt, % is 4 
faithful meſſenger to them that ſend bim; for be re- 
freſbetb the ſoul of his maſters. But whoſo boaſteth 
bimſelf of a ralsE Orr, is like clouds and wind with- 
out rain, Prov. xxv. 13, 14, _ 

Judas had a talent, he had a gift for preaching ; 
hence, ſaith Peter, he was numbered with us, and 
had obtained pax of bis miniſtry, Acts i. 17. which 
was the worſt part, a gift to preach and no more, 
for Jeſus called him a devil before he ſent him 


out with the reſt to preach the kingdom of God; 
[7 and 
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and ſurely, if he had been a i of grace, 
the Lord would not have called him à devil, un- 
leſs it can be proved that devils have Save; 3 
believe Judas was the man that the Saviour 
ſtruck at in the parable of the talents, as he 
often did—ye are clean but not all. Judas the traitor 
beirg there, therefore ſaid he ye are not all clean. I 
have choſen you twelve, and one is a d:vil, Verity T 
ſay unto you one of you ſhall betray me, but wo be to 
that man by whom the ſon of man is betrayed, Take 
the talent from him, and give it to him that has ten 
talents—that has many gifts and graces z; which 
was to fulfil the prediction, Let bis habitation be 
deſolate, and let no man dwell therein; and his bi- 
ſhopric let another take; and they choſe Matthias. 
But, if I am not miſtaken, his talent was given to 
Paul, who had an abundance of grace and truth, 
and uſed his miniſterial talent well. 
The elect are ſons by predeſtination, pre-adop- | 
tion, and regeneration; they have grace in Chriſt, 
and out of his fulneſs they receive it at the ſet 
time appointed; and if God gives a preaching 
talent to one of his ele& to make him a miniſter, 
it is called giving 12wo-pence zo the hoſt, Luke x. 35. 
one penny more than a private Chriſtian, who 
receives a penny a day; ſuch are ſons of God, 
and ſons of Chriſt, as well as ſervants to his 
Church; and what theſe receive is not to be taken 
away; but if he gives a gift to a legal ſervant, 
who is not a fon, it may be taken away. The 
Pn of the talents is taken from Ezek. xlvi. 
| L 4 Dr ly. 
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16, 17. Thus ſeith the Lord God: If the prince 
give a gift to any of bis ſons, the inheritance thereof 
Pall be bis ſows, it ſball be their poſſeſſion by inberit- 


ane. But if be give 4 gift of bis inheritance to 
one of his ſervants, then it ſhall be his to the year of 


liberty; aſter, it ſhall return to the prince; but his 
inberitance ſhall be bis ſons for them, Hence we are 
called heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt; and 
the inheritance is not to be taken away. Our 
author proceeds: 

elf Chriſt did not die for the non- elect, their i 
& exiſtence is a neceſſary curſe to them. It is 
ec undeniable that mankind are brought into 
« exiſtence without their conſent; and it is 
t equally certain that exiſtence is a curſe to 
ce them that periſh.” This is the man that pro- 
. duceth the old cauſe of Cain, and brings forth his 
ſtrong reaſons againſt the King of Jacob, Ila, xli. 21. 

and appeals to the world for the equity of his 
plea. Wo to the rebellious children, Ia, xxx. 1.— 


Juso to bim that firives with kis Maker, ch. xlv. 9 


WMo to him that ſaith to his father, What begetteſt 
thou? and to his mother, What haſt thou brought 
| forth? ver. 10. The Judge of all the earth will 
find little difficulty in vindicating his proceedings 
both as a creator and a judge in the great day; 
the wicked will be condemned out of their own 
mouths, Mr. SKINNER has left an all-ſufficient 
and an everlaſting verdict againſt his own ſoul, 
ſhould the judge of quick and dead take the ad- 
vantage that he has offered. He inſiſts upon it that 
Z We any | 
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the damned might have been in heaven if they 
had done as they might; and that man has 
power to obey the goſpel—that he can perform 
whar God requires; and yet owns that his expe- 
rience teaches him that he feels the workings of 
fin, which is diſcovered by the light that he ſays 
is of God. If fin work in him where is his 
power? where is the taſk that he might have 
performed and where is his meetneſs for 
heaven ? Bed „ 
Our author's talent amounts to this God com- 
mands nothing impoſſible; he with his talent 
can perform it; * there is not a ſoul in hell but 
what if he had done as he might have done had 
been a glorified ſaint in heaven.“ Upon the old 
covenant he ſtands; for his own ability and con- 
ditions with his Maker he pleads; and upon thoſe 
legal terms will God deal with ſuch men? He 
looks to the work of a ſervant, but to the heart 
of a ſon; but this our author is ignorant of—he 
ſtands and triumphs at preſent upon his old bot- 
tom; and if God ſhould puſh him down from 
this pinnacle, he would plead as the ſervant with 
his one talent did, thou reapeſt where thou haſt not 
ſown, and gathered where thou haſt not ſtreted. But 
this was rebellion; out of his own mouth he 
was judged ; for if his maſter was ſo auſtere a 
man, he ought to have been the more careful 
about the improvement of the ſtock, eſpecially 
as he had power to perform whatſoever his Lord 
commanded; but notwithſtanding all his logic 
5 | he 
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he was caſt into outer darkneſs, and that juſtly; for 
if natural men have ſo much light and power, 
they ought to do what they are commanded; for 
he that knows bis Lord's will and doth it not ſhall be 
beaten with many ſtripes, 

As for the elect they have nor this light and 
power that free-thinkers are poſſeſſed. of, they 
dare not urge their plea againſt God, nor ſend 
out their free thoughts with an appeal to the world 
in behalf of Cain's cauſe. They dare not plead 
for their mother if ſhe is not God's wife, nor he her 
huſband, Hoſ. ii. 2. If God puts her away by the 


old covenant, it is no more than what the bond- 


children defired, and Moſes, becauſe of the hardneſs 
of their hearts, granted unto them. God adopts 

the deſire of Iſrael concerning divorce, and uſes 
their own requeſt for __ ae ons is your 
mother put away, Iſa. I. 1. 

To be ſhort : upon * old covenant the bond- 
woman and her children ſtand ; and the law ſays, 
He that doth theſe things ſhall live in them : for this 
covenant they plead ;—for the commands, and 
their own, ſtrength to perform the conditions 

thereof, they contend: and if they perform, as 
our author affirms they can, then he declares, 
s they may be all glorified ſaints in heaven.” 
The conditional promiſe is before them, let 
them look to it; if they will enter into life, let 
them keep the commandments; but if they of- 

fend in one point, they are guilty of all. This 


old way is hs ſirait, that not one, except Chriſt, - 
ever 


. ay 
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ever entered by it. But our author has power to 
perform what the Lord nen therefore he 
bids fair for the prize. 

He will find three difficulties attending hls 
way; the one is, the accuſations of Moſes againſt 
every tranſgreſſor; another is, the flaming ſword 
of juſtice, that keeps the way of the tree of life ; 
and the third is, the city gates, that will open 
to none that hold a lie in their hands, as Mr, 
SKiNNER holds many: Open ye the gates, that the 
rig bteous nation, which keepeth the truth, may enter 

in, Iſa. xxvi. 2. The elet, who make Chriſt 
all in all, find the ſword ſheathed in the Saviour. 
Moſes has nothing to ſay againſt faith: and he 
that has Chriſt formed in his heart, keeps the 
truth, and ſhall enter the gates. But we go 
on. 

« The general refarredtiddelr is a conſequence of 
« the reſurrection of Chriſt ; for as in Adam all 
te die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
To which I anſwer, The ele&t were choſen in 
Chriſt before the world was, conſequently before 
they were formed in Adam: theſe: are preſerved 
in Chriſt Feſus, and called; they are juſtified in 
him; both Chriſt and they, the ele& Head and 
elect members were both included in God's de- 
cree from everlaſting. Hence it is ſaid, ' For 
both be that ſan#ifieth, and they bo are ſanctißed, 
are all of one; for whith cauſe he is not aſbamed to 
call them brethren, Heb. ii. 11. Theſe were joined 
to the Lord in the eternal deeree, and are united 
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in the everlaſting covenant, and are of one ſpirit 
with the Lord by regeneration : He that is joined 
to the Lord is one ſpirit: and what God hath 
joined together, let not Mr. SkixxER put aſun- 
der. Theſe put on Chriſt, walk in Chriſt, and 
die in the Lord, and ſhall be glorified together; 
they are called a ſeed that ſhall be accounted to 
the Lord for a generation: this is the generation 
that ſeeks the face of Jacob; an holy nation, a 
righteous nation, that keeps the truth, and ſhall 
enter the gates of heaven: theſe are all written 
in the book, and ſhall every one be delivered, 
Dan. xii. 1. There is a generation of Adam, 
that are in him, not in Chriſt; that are under 
the law, not under grace; children of the bond- 
woman, not of the free; ſervants, not ſons; 
children of the fleſh, not children of the pro- 
| miſe; theſe are in the earthly head, and are 
earthly; others are in the heavenly head, and 
are heavenly : The children of the fleſh, theſe are not 
tbe children of God; but the children of the promiſe 
are counted for the ſeed, In Adam all die; for they 
are under the law, which is the miniſtration of 
death: thoſe that are i» Chriſt ſhall all be made 
alive; nor can they die any more; for they are 
equal to the angels, and are the children of God, 
being the children of the reſurrection, Luke xx, 
25, 26. Theſe are heirs of the promiſe of life, 
which God that cannot lie gave them in Chriſt 
Jeſus before the world was, —Our author is going 
to prove univerſal ſalvation from Peter, 
| 5 86 Falſe 
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« Falſe teachers, who privily bring in damnable 
«© Hergſies, even denying the Lord that bought them, 
ce and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruftion, 2 Per. 
« ji, 1,” To which I anſwer, The Scriptures 
often ſpeak of men, as men ſpeak of themſelves. 
The phariſees juſtified themſelves before men; 
and Chriſt calls them righteous: I came not to call 
the righteous. There is in our day a claſs of 
people who call themſelves perfect, and God calls 
them a nation that are pure in their own eyes, though 
never waſhed from their filthineſs, Prov. xxx. 12. 
Thoſe that followed the Saviour for the loaves 
and the fiſhes, were called his diſciples; but 
when Chriſt preached eternal election to them, 
and enforced eating his fleſh and drinking his 
blood, they were offended ; then thefe difciples 
went back, and walked no more with him. Ju- 
das is called an apoſtle, becauſe he was choſen to 
bear the bag, though he was a devil. Some 
call themſelves lords, as hath been proved; and 
as Mr, SkIxNER thinks he is, by the power he 
boaſts of, able to perform what God requires, 
God has ſet him ſuch a taſk as none but God can 
do, to make a new heart and a new ſpirit; which, 
if he be a Lord, or a Jehovah, God knows he can 
do it. 
In the 1 days it was common 2 5 
We are not our own, we are bought with a price 
Chriſt hath bought us with his own blood—we 
are redeemed with the precious blood of the 
Lamb of God, The falſe 3 adopted the 
e e 
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language of the true ones We are bought with a 
price; as Balaam imitated the prophets of God, 
ſaying, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my © 
God. It is not very likely that theſe men ſhould 
be redeemed from all evil, when they had no- 
thing to prove it by, but the damnable herefies 
that they brought in; a damnable hereſy is but a 
damnable reaſon of hope at beſt. . However, 
they called themſelves the purchaſe of Chriſt ; 
and when God made it manifeſt that they were 
not of his family, by their going out from them, 
which if they had been, they would no doubt have 
continued, ſays God. However, they went our, 
after all their boaſt of redemption ; and in their 
own language, Peter tells us, they denied the Lord 
that, bought them, and brought upon themſelves 
deſtruction, which the redeemed never can: Zion 
is redeemed with judgment, which was executed 
upon her ſurety ; and it ſhall never be executed 
upon her: Her converts are redeemed with righteouſ- 
neſs; and God is faithful and juſt to her, to 
forgive her her ſins on the Surety's account, and 
to cleanſe her from all unrighteouſneſs, agreeable 
to the promiſe, 7 will cleanſe their blood that ] have 
not cleanſed :-—the ranſomed of the Lord fhall return: 
—the redeemed ſhall walk in the heavenly Jeru- 
ſalem: Chrift laid down his life for his ſheep, 
they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck 
them out of his hands; neither free thoughts, 
nor free will, the ſnares of death, nor the gates 
oh mk Mall ever prevail en them. To 
ö „ 
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lk of ſouls being redeemed from death, hell, 
and fin, by the blood of Chriſt, and ending in 
ſwift deſtruction, is a doctrine. that none but a 
devil dictated, and none but a freethinker would 
ever publiſh. Our author himſelf contradicts 
this in the 65th page, where he promiſes © that 
« Chriſt ſhall have all the praiſe for his preſent 
« and eternal ſalvation.” If he who is but a 
freethinker is ſaved with an eternal ſalvation; 
how come the redeemed of the Lord to end ia 
ſwift deſtruction? But for my part I would as 
ſoon believe that the Pope of Rome is entruſted 
with the keys of death and of hell, as I would 
believe that ever Mr. SIX ER had the know- 
ledge of ſalvation by the forgiveneſs of fins; for 
how can a ſurety pardon thoſe that can pay their 
own way? Truth has ſaid, that when they bad no- 
_ thing to pay [wich] he frankly forgave them all, But 
our author is going to bring forth another myſ- 
tery contrary to his own ew for that he ſays 
is © preſent and eternal. 


« For though Chriſt is the author of initial 
&« ſalvation to al men, he is the author of eternal 
« ſalvation only to them that obey him.” Our 
author has taken care to joſtle himſelf out of 
initial ſalvation ; * his own ſalvation is preſent 
« and eternal,” though he leads others into the 
bog where he would not venture himſelf, But 
what is initial ſalvation? A falvation not com- 
plete—a ſalvation not perfect -an introductory 
ſalvation—a ſalvation introduced by free thoughts, 

1 es a ſal- 
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a a ſalvation not completed by him that trod the 
wine-preſs alone, and finiſhed it upon the croſs— 
a ſalvation not perfect, till the co-working family 
of freethinkers have performed their part? Or 
does he mean it is a ſalvation that ſtands mump- 
ing at the gates of free-will, to be received or 
rejected juſt as the free-thinker pleaſeth? and 
that it is an eternal falvation only to him that 
puts forth his omnipotent power to complete the 
ſame, and bring it in ?—Surely this ſalvation has 
nothing to do with Got ce: e Beird 66 pro- 
miſe, the ſeed of Iſrael, hall be ſaved in the Lord 

with an everlaſting ſalvation ; ye ſhall not be aſhamed 
nor confounded, world without end, Iſa. xlv. 17. 
The elect fall obtain the ſalvation that is in Chriſt 
Feſus, with eternal glory, 2 Tim. ii. 10. The 
elect are not appointed untowrath, but to obtain ſalva- 
tion by. Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. v. 9. The heirs of 
promiſe are appointed unto this: But we give 
thanks for you brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe 
God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, 
through ſanctiſication of the Spirit, and belief of the 
irath, 2 Theſſ. it. 13. If the ele& are ordained and 

appointed to it, they ſhall therefore obey the goſpel; 
the grace of God ſhall enable them, by whom we 
bave received grace for obedience to the faith, among 
all nations for his name, Rom. i. 5. The elect of 
God are not left to refuſe or chuſe as they pleaſe; 
God deals not with them as with the bond- 
woman and her children; As ſoon as they. bear of 
me they ſhall obey me, ſays the Saviour. - Thy people 
CE al | . ſhall | 
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ſhall be willing in the day of thy power, ſays the 
Father. Bring them in—compel them to come in, 
ſays the Saviour. Theſe 1 muſt bring, ſays the 
ſhepherd ; there foall be one fold and one ſhepherd ; 
all that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me. 1 
will put my fear within them, they ſhall not depart 
from me. The ſalvation that Chriſt wrought out, 
and 1s the author of, is an eternal ſalvation, and 
the elect ſhall obtain it with eternal glory, and 
none elſe ; the others, like our author, can ſave 
themſelves from this untoward generation; they 
can do what God requires ; an initial ſalvation is 
all they want; but the poor helpleſs ele& of God 
are better provided for. Our author goes on. 
„It appears therefore that the ſufferings of 
« Chriſt were ſomething by way of ſatisfaction, 
ce rather than the payment of the proper debt; 
« for otherwiſe pardon of lin, of which there is 
« ſuch ample proof | in the goſpel], would be ſu- 
« perſeded. Let it be conſidered, that the ſuf- 
« ferings of Chriſt and thoſe of the ſinner who 
ce is puniſhed for his own fins differ materially , 
« Chriſt never felt the ſtings of a guilty con- 
e ſcience, nor the horrors of deſpair, which un- 
% doubtedly will be a capital part of the tor- 
« ments of hell; it is therefore inferred that 
* Chr did not pay the proper debt for any 
te man.” Is not this uttering vain knowledge, 
and filling the belly with the eaſt wind? Is not 
this ſeaſoning with unprofitable talk and with 
ſpeeches wherewith a man can do no good, ob xiii. 
SM 
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2, 3. We are informed that “ the ſufferings of 
« Chriſt were ſomething by way of ſatisfaction 
rather than paying the proper debt.” How 
theſe children of the fleſh are obliged to obſcure 


the ſeverity and ſovereignty of God, and to pare 
the edge of the law and diminiſh the ſufferings 


of Chriſt, in order to make way for fre- thoughts 


and free-will to act. How a God who is ſtrictly 
Juſt and an infinite creditor, againſt whom the 
| ſins of men are committed, whoſe wickedneſs is 
great, and whoſe iniquities are infinite, Job xxii. 5. 
how ſuch a creditor could be ſatisfied, and a 
debtor in infinite arrears be honourably diſcharg- 
ed, without the ſatisfaction of full payment, is 
a myſtery to me, but which Mr. Sx1nnzr un- 
folds thus: © It is ſomething by way of ſatisfac- 
ce tion rather than a payment of the proper debt.” 
The ſurety compounded with the creditor—the in- 
finite demands of law and juſtice were compro- 
miſed with the ſurety God the creditor did not 
exact the full payment, nor did the ſurety pay 
the total ſum—* it was ſomething by way of 
« ſatisfaction, not a proper payment of the 
% debt.” He that ſtrikes bands and becomes ſurety 
for debts muſ} pay if he loſes his bed from under 
bim, Prov. xxii. 26, 27. as our Surety did when 
he ſaid, The foxes have holes and the birds of the 
air have neſts, but the ſon of man hath not where 10 
lay his bead, Matt. viii. 20. He that is ſurety for 
a ſtranger ſhall ſmart for it, Prov. xi. 15. which 
the Saviour did in his _— in his ſoul, in his 
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reputation, and in his myſtical members; there 
was no. compounding in this matter; his three- 
fold petition in the garden put vp through the 
weakneſs of human nature could not remove the 
cup; he that 1s impriſoned in hell for his own 
debt ſhall not come out thence till he has paid the 
very laſt mite, Luke xii. 59. and he that becomes 
ſurety ſhall pay no leſs; heaven and earth ſhall paſs 
away before one jet or little of the law ſhall fail of 
its demands, whether it fall on the debror or on 
the ſurety. Think not that I am come to deſtroy the : 
law cr the prophets: I am not come to deſtroy, but to 
FULFILz but how an imperfect ſatisfaction can 
be called a fulfilling I know not; till heaven and 
earth paſs, one jot or tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 
the law till all be fulfilled, Matt. v. 17, 18. No 
compounding, no compromiſing here; God ſpared 
not his own ſon, Rom. viii. 32. the Lord laid upon 
bim the iniquities of us all; he was oppreſſed and be 
was offited; the debt was exacted, and he made 
reſtitution, Iſa. liii. 6, 7. God ſpared not his ſon, 
the total ſum was exacted and paid. The ſurety 
complains and ſays, They that hate me without 
cauſe are more than the hairs of my head; they that 
would deſtroy me wrongfully, being mine enemies, are 
mighty; then 1 reſtored that which I took not 3 | 
Pſalm Ixix. 4. 

This blaſphemous free-thinker tells us that 
“ Chriſt never felt the ſtings of a guilty con- 
«© ſcience nor the horrors of deſpair, which are 
a the capital torments of hell.” To which I 

- F 2 anſwer, 
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anſwer, Chriſt never died for ſerpents nor vipers, 


who cannot eſcape the damnation of hell; nor 
did he die for the goats, who ſhall go into ever- 
laſting: puniſnment. Chriſt never laid down his 
life for any that are or ever will be damned. And 
I will feed the flock of ſlaughter, even you, O poor of 
the flock: Three ſhepheras alſo I cut off in one month, 
and my ſoul loathed them, and heir ſoul alſo abberred 
me: Then ſaid I, I will not feed you; that that 
dieth let it die, and that that is to be cut off let it be 
cut off, and let the reſt eat every one the fieſh of 
another. Will any one ſay that theſe were re- 
deemed ? So the poor of the flock that waited upon 
me knew that this was the word of the Lord, Zech. 
xi. 9—11. Chriſt laid down his life for the 
ſheep which the Father gave him; for theſe he 
died— for theſe he prayed—theſe as a prophet 
ſhall all be taught of him—theſe as a King he 
will govern—and to theſe the Father gives the 
kingdom, and to none elſe. Chriſt died not for 
the world, he prayed not for the world, he is 
not the prophet of the world, nor is his kingdom 
of this world. For the ele& and only them he 
became ſurety; theſe ſhall never periſh, though 
all others will; they have everlaſting life and 
ſhall never die; Chriſt and God the Father are 
ſtronger than all, and none ſhall ever pluck them 
out of their hands, nor ſhall the gates of deſtruc- 
tion or gates of hell ever prevail or unfold to 
receive one of them. The wicked are a ranſom for the 


righteous, and tranſgreſſors fer the upright, Prov. 
xXxi. 18. 
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xxi. 18. but the elect ſhall never be a ranſom for 
any, much leſs a prey for the devil. 

« Deſpair, which is a capital part of the ſuf- 
« ferings of the damned,” is no part of the 
law's demand; it demands perfect obedience, not 
deſpair ; deſpair ſprings from the dreadful arreſt 
of vindictive juſtice, when the ſentence of the 
law begins to be executed for diſobedience; and 
although the ele& when the commandment comes 
with its utmoſt demands may well deſpair of paying 
the ſum, yet the ſurety who is able to anſwer the 
demands of an infinite creditor in behalf of his 
own brethren, ſo dearly beloved by him, has no 
ground of deſpair. He that is able to fave to 
the vttermoſt, being equal with God, has no 
ground to deſpair of ability to anſwer the de- 
 mands of an equal, when himſelf has equal pro- 
perty. An omnjpotent ſurety, equal to the cre- 
ditor in deity, perfection, and perſonal property, 
can never deſpair; ſo far from that, the Saviour 
had a joy ſet before him, for which be endured the 
croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame, Heb. xii. 2. 

The Saviour needed not feel the“ ſtings of a 
« pvilty conſcience” that I know of; it was im- 
poſſible that any bitter reflection could recoil 
with guilt on the mind of him that never ſinned. 
The debt exacted of us is perfect obedience to the 
law; in caſe of failure the curſe is incurred, 
the ſword of juſtice awakened, the wrath of God 
revealed, ſins detained, and a final ſeparation 
from God threatened. The ſurety gave to the 
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law a perfect obedience; he was made a curſe for us, 
the ſword of juſtice was awakened againſt him, our 
fins were born in his own body on the tree, and 
God departed from him God, my God, why 
haſt thou forſaken me? He was made fin for us, who 
knew no ſin; he was numbered with the tranſ- 
greſſors, though he never tranſgreſſed; he made his 
grave with the wicked, though he had done no vio- 
lence; and with the rich in his death, being buried 
in the ſepulchre of a rich man, and being heir 
of all things when he had overcome the world 
and redeemed his people; as he declares at his 
reſurrection, All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth, - But our author goes on. 5 
« The ſufferings of Chrift were ſomething by 
te way of Caifation, rather than a payment of 


ce the proper debt; for otherwiſe the pardon of A 


e ſin would be ſuperſedes.” Take notice of 
this paragraph; the ſufferings of Chriſt were 
ſomething by way of ſatisfaction, not a proper 
payment of the debt; it was a compound, not a 
Proper payment; a compromiſe between the 
creditor and the ſurety; the creditor gave, and 
the ſurety took a little, which argues unfaith- 
fulneſs in the law-giver, and inability in the 
law-fulfiller ; God did not exact the law's de- 
mand, nor did the Saviour pay the proper ſum; 
the juſt creditor compounded, and the ſurety 
paid a part; ſo that God may demand payment 
of the redeemed ſhould they get into the buſi- 
neſs of freetbinking; and the ſurety may looſe 


his ranſomed flock if the creditor ſhould make 
a ſecond | 
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a ſecond demand on the debtors; and all this 
leſt the death of Chriſt ſhould be ſuperſeded,” 
—leſt the death of Chriſt ſhould be made void, 
ſet aſide, or * of no force, by ſuperior autho- 
rity. 

Who could have thought that an imperfect 
ſatisfaction, ſhort of proper payment, could ſet 
aſide the demands of a creditor, or ſecure the 
debtor from a ſecond arreſt? If without an im- 
perfect ſatisfaction, ſhort of payment, a creditor 
cannot be ſatisfied, and without which imperfect 
ſatisfaction a ſurety's diſcharge may be made 
void, ſet afide, or ſuperſeded, then it follows 
that God muſt be unfaithful to his law, Juſtice 
muſt warp from his infinite and immutable de- 
mands, Truth muſt yield to a diſſembled com- 
poundage, and the ſurety who came to do the 
will of a juſt God, as revealed in the law and the 


prophets, only compromiſes the debt; heaven and 


earth muſt ſtand for ever, and many jots 
and tittles of the law muſt fail of their demands, 
and go unfulfilled, before the poor impriſoned 
debtor can be finally diſcharged with honour; 
for without the above-mentioned yielding terms 
the death of Chriſt may be ſuperſeded, ſet aſide, 
or made void by ſuperior power. 
I will ſuppoſe that Mr. SkINNER when he 
comes to London. calls upon me and offers to 
lend me fifteen guineas; I take it without a word 
to the contrary; he informs me that in three 
months he ſhall call upon me again and inſiſt 
. 4 upon 
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upon his own without fail; I underſtand him, 
and in the language of his own doctrine tell him 
that he does not demand 1mpoſſibilities—I can 
pay him. At the end of three months he calls, 
and as a juſt man demands his own without fail, 
I tell him I cannot pay it;—he orders me to get 
a ſurety to ſtand in the gap; I reply, 1 have not 
a friend on earth that can or that will do it; he 
ſticks to his demand, ſends me to the ſponging 
houſe, and threatens me with a gaol ; after this 
Mr. SkIxNER, according to his © love to all 
mankind,“ pities me among the reſt, and ſets 
his free thoughts to work on my behalf, and pro- 
vides me a ſurety among his own friends, who 
undertakes to pay my debt and procure my en- 
largement, which Mr. SKINNER approves of.— 
On the day of accounts the ſurety pays fifteen 
green peas inſtead of fifteen guineas, and inſiſts 
upon my enlargement according to agreement; 
Mr. SkINNER ſtorms, and inſiſts upon the caſh; 
I William Huntington fly to Mr. Sx1xxzR's code 
of laws, called the ſtatutes of Free Thoughts, 
Publiſhed 1n the reign of George the Third, en- 
titled „Some acts for, the eaſe of ſureties and re- 
| leaſe of debtors;” according to which © ſomething 
by way of ſatisfaction is to be given;” and fo 
the peas are given © by way of ſatisfaction,“ fif- 
teen for fifteen; that is, fifteen green peas inſtead 
of fifteen guineas; for ſhould it be otherwiſe, my 
final releaſe could not be procured ; © ſomething 
muſt be Siren by * of ſatisfaction, not a pay- 
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ment of the proper debt,“ leſt the ſurety's un- 
dertaking for me ſhould be ſuperſeded, made 
void, or ſer aſide, by ſuperior authority, and I 
be apprehended again and impriſoned for life. 
Here is a doctrine! Theſe Free Thoughts or 
ſentiments are * made public to detect and con- 
fute error;“ theſe are to level and deſtroy “ ſyſ- 
tems eſtabliſhed by men.” Poor deluded man! 
If ever Mr. SKINNER or any ſoul living enters 
the kingdom of God by ſuch a doctrine as this, 
God's faithfulneſs and truth muſt fail for ever- 


more, 


When God created Adam he a his 
ſoul with his own image, which was accompanied 
with a demand of perfect obedience; and in caſe 
of failure in the latter, the former was forfeited, 
being rather lent than given. Man ſinned, the 
image left him, and he died. God holds his 
power ſtill to command, though man cannot 
obey; he inſiſts upon receiving bis own with uſury 
whenever he comes; he will demand his own 
image on the ſoul, and a perfect obedience to 
his law: Hence he commands the freethinker 
to make him a new heart and a new ſpirit, ſuch 
as in which God's image conſiſted, and to do that 
which is lawful and right, which is obedience to 
the law which our author ſays 60 every man may 
do if he will;“ and if God cannot be unjuſt in 
demanding it, he that becomes ſurety for the 
ele&t muſt obey the law perfectly, ſatisfy juſtice 
fully, clear truth honourably, and diſcharge the 

debtor 
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debtor eternally, to the infinite n both 
of law and juſtice, and preſent the debtor before 
God created anew and renewed in knowledge, a Her 
the image of bim that created him at firſt, Col. iii. 
10. which is the new man, that after God is cre- 
ated in righleouſneſs and true bolineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
In this image, and in a perfect obedience to the 
law, muſt every ſoul appear that enters heaven; 
the righteouſneſs of the law muſt be fulfilled in them, 
and they be led to walk in the Spirit to heaven if 
ever they enter there, Without this divine 
image and perfect obedience not .a ſoul living ſhall 
ever eſcape the damnation of hell; but Chrift 
has magnified the law, and paid a full ranſom 
for his own ſheep; the ſecond Adam will pre- 
ſent them in his own image—he will reſtore that 
which he tcok not aWay, and by Bis knowledge Gall 
he juſtify many; which is all couched in this text 
—He is made of God unto us wiſdom —as Adam 
had before he ſinned; —righteouſneſs - which Adam 

ſtood in before he fell; — anctißcation, or holineſs, 
in which Adam's image chiefly conſiſted ;—and 
redemption from that death which reigned from ADAM 
zo Moſes through urs diſobedience, Romans. 

Could all the human race have produced one 
righteous man, could they have brought forth 
one-perſon that could make a new heart, a new 
ſpirit, and obey the law as Mr. Sxinwer can do, 
even then he dared not ſtrike hands and become 
ſurety to God for another; he could only deliver bis 
own ſoul by his righteouſneſs, or enter into life by the 

| new 
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new creation of himſelf; he could deliver nei- 
ther ſon nor daughter, friend nor brother—no _ 
man can redeem his brother, nor pay a ranſom to 
God for him. God appointed the ſurety, and ſet 
him up from everlaſting, and prepared a body for 
him. Man had no hand in this work; God 
formed this Jacob to bring back the preſerved of 
Tirael, and to be for ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth: He made him ſtrong for himſelf, Pſa. Ixxx. 
18. God ſent him into the world zo do bis will; 
and according to his determinate counſel and 
foreknowledge he was delivered, and by wicked 
hands he was crucified and ſlain; neither free- 
| thinkers nor heirs of promiſe had any hand in 
providing this ſurety, in upholding him in his 
work, or in treading the wine preſs, Many have 
talked and ſtill do talk of co-workmanſhip and co- 
partnerſhip, or of doing their part, but that is 
nothing but noiſe: I trod the wine preſs alone, and 
of the people there was none with me: I looked and 
there was none to help; and I wondered that there 
was none to upbold—ſceing ſo many had talked of 
it; therefore mine own arm brought ſalvation unto 
me, and my fury it upheld me, Iſa. Ixiii. 3—5. If 
God the creditor put a ſurety in with the choſen 
debtor, as Job deſires, ch, xvii. 3. (which no 
creditor by law is bound to do), then the ſurety 
is the creditor's gift; I will keep him and give 
him for a covenant ts the people, Iſa. xlii. 6. There 
is but little difference between a creditor's giving” 
me a ſurety out of his own boſom to pay my 
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debt, and forgiving me the debt; I neither pro- 
cured the ſurety nor paid the debt, therefore am 
frankly forgiven, God has declared he will have 
life for life, and blood for blood; if ſo, I can- 
not be cleared without the ſhedding of blood, as 
God muſt be true to his word. 
In ſhort, the language of the Law-giver is, 
Obey my voice, I ſpake not unto your fathers, nor 
commanded them in the day that 1 brought them out 
of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings er ſacrifices. But 
this thing commanded I them, ſaying, OBey Mur 
VOICE, and 1 will be your God, and ye ſball be my 
people, Jer. vii. 22, 23. this is the command: the 
threatening is this, The ſoul that finnetb, it ſhall 
die, Ezek. xvili, 4. Jeſus became ſurety of the 
better teflament ; he magnified the law, and died the 
juſt fer the unjuſt. He died a temporal death—the 
foul was ſeparated from the body; he died a 
legal death—he was made a curſe for us; he died 
a ſpiritual death—his father departed from him; 
and what would this author have more? Is not this 
a proper payment? Is not this a full ſatisfaction 
for God's elect? If the author of Free Thoughts 
ſays Nay, then let him ſhew me what law and 
juſtice demanded more; he replies, * The ſtings 
of a guilty conſcience, and the horrors of deſ- 
pair.“ TI anſwer, he never died for one ſoul that 
ever was or will be damned; they cannot be 
ranſomed from the pit that go into it, they cannot 
be redeemed from death that die eternally, Chriſt 
| bore the fins of men, he endured the curſe of 


the law, the wrath of God, and was tormented 
with 
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with FO powers of darkneſs ; as to the Rings of 
a guilty conſcience, they could not lay hold of 
one that was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, who 
had never ſinned ; nor had he any more room for 
reflection that recoils with guilt than I ſhould 
have if I undertook to pay another's debt; [ 
might reflect upon myſelf for ſuch an under- 
taking, but could never blame myſelf for im- 
prudence in contracting the debt; my under- 
taking is an act of benevolence, not of impru- 
dent wrong; J ſerve two perſons, the creditor 
and the debtor, but wrong none except myſelf; 
nor did the Saviour, he became ſurety and ſmarted 
for it. 

This author ſeems to intimate, nay he affirms, 
« it is inferred that Chriſt did not pay the pro- 
« per debt for any man.” Then I ſay, the 
priſon doors can never be opened, deliverance to 
captives cannot be preached, nor the acceptable 
year of the Lord be proclaimed; for God muſt ap- 
pear juſt to his law before he can be the juſtiſier of 
bim that believeth in Feſus, Rom. iii. 26. By this 
mode of free thinking this author might infer, 
that my paying twenty pounds as a ſurety for 
another who owes that ſum, 1s not ſufficient to 
procure a gaol delivery for my friend, unleſs I 
remain in a gaol myſclf. Chriſt paid the proper 
debt, and gave a full ſatisfaction, without either 
going into hell or rotting in the grave ; his ſoul 
was made an offering to God for fin: When 
Jeſus had cried with a loud vaice, be ſaid, Father, 
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into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, Luke xxiii, 46. 
His body deſcended into the priſon of the grave, 
but did not conſume there—God /uFered not bis 
Holy One to ſee corruption. God raiſed him from 
the grave, and highly exalted him, as a proof 
that the work was finiſhed, and God was glo- 
rified, 
The main drift of this author is to lefſen the 
merits of Chriſt, that free thoughts may perform 
their part in diſcharging the debt; to leſſen the 
pardon of fin, that ſome ground may be laid 
for human boaſting, and room be left for apoſ- 
tacy from grace—the creditor not having receiv- 
ed his proper demands, and that the main branch 
of redemption may be left for the ſinner to com- 
plete, that his free thoughts may make the Savi- 
our's ſatisfaction void or valid, by the taſk that 
he performs or not performs; and by this means 
all the glory of redemption redounds to the 
creature; for 'tis well known that he that com- 
pletes an undertaking gets the glory. But the 
Surety declared with his dying breath, 7 it 
Finiſhed; if ſo, the proper debt muſt be paid; 
ſatisfaction and pardon do ſtand together accord- 
ing to God's law. Let this author look and he 
will there find, that a ſinner who had ſinned, when 
his fins came to his knowledge, he was to bring 
a male kid of the goats without blemiſh, an offering 
to the Lord; and he ſhall lay his hand upon the head 
of the goat, and kill it in the place where they kit 


the burnt offering before the Lord; it is a fin- offering. 
Then, 
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Then, ſays this author, how is the doctrine of 
pardon eſtabliſhed, if the goat dies in the ſinner's 
room? The anſwer is, the goat is God's gift; 
the law that favours the ſinner thus is God's 
law; therefore atonement is made and forgive- 
neſs is eſtabliſhed : And the prieſt ſhall take of the 
blood of the fin-offering with his finger, and put it 
upon the horns of the altar of burnt-offering, and he 
ſhall burn all his fat upon the altar, and the prieſt 
ſhall make an atonement for him as concerning his ſin, 
and it ſhall be forgiven him, Levit. iv. 23—26. 

If Mr. SkixNER will examine the following 
texts, he will find redemption and pardon 
coupled together; which pardon is intended to 
bring the mean man low, and humble the haughty, 
that the Lord alone may be exalted, Iſa. x. 33. God 
hath made us accepted in the beloved; in whom 


ve have redemption through his blood, even the for- 


giveneſs of fins, according to the riches of his grace, 
Eph. i. 6, 7. Here is redemption and pardon, 
and both of free grace: Whom Ged hath ſet forth 
to be a PROPITIATION, atonement, or facrifice, to 
make ſatisfaction and reconciliation, that we by 
faith in bis bliod might ſee how God declares his 
righteouſneſs, or juſtice, in the remiſſion of fins that 
are paſt, through the furbearance of God. To declare, 
I ſay, at this time God's] righteouſneſs, or juſtice ; 
that [God] might appear juſt [to his law in the 
eyes of men] and the juſtifier of him which believeth 
in Feſus. Where is boaſting then ? Rom, iii. 25, 26. 
In ſhort, Jeſus was made ſurety of a better teſta- 
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| - > nerd, Heb. vii. 22. and as ſuch his perfect life 


and paſſive death was what law and juſtice de- 
manded; and it was a full payment of the pro- 
per debt. If the Saviour be viewed as a ſacri- 
_ ficing prieſt, he hath by his one offcring, made 
an atonement and perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctified. The ele, for whom he under- 


took,. and for whom he laid down his life, had 


no hand in procuring the ſurety, prieſt, or ſacri- 
fice, nor had they any hand in the work 
which was finiſhed on the croſs; therefore re- 
demption and forgiveneſs,” ſhedding of blood 
and remiſſion of fins, are both anatied to them, 
But with the children of the bond-woman the 
matter may be otherwiſe; they can * perform 
what God requires—God doth not demand im- 
poſſibilities of them they may all be glorified 
ſaints in heaven if they will;“ therefore they 
need neither ſurety, prieſt, ſacrifice, nor forgive- 
neſs; and ir is well for them that they have ſuch 
| ſtock of power in hand; and it is well for ſuch 
helpleſs finners as I am that God hath given us 
all things in Chriſt, _ | 

This author owns © God is a ſovereign, and 
may diſpoſe of men as he pleaſes—undoubredly | 


be may,” and he certainly does. Iſrael ſought 


righteouſneſs by the works of the law, and 
ſtumbled at Chriſt ;—the elect Gentiles ſought 
it not, yet attained to it. Others as ſoon as theß 
hear of Chriſt ſhall obey him, and others ſhall 
be taken at the goſpel's going forth; by day and 

| by - 
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by night ſhall it WY over, and be a vexation. ' f 


only to underſtand the report. Chriſt is found e 
them that ſought him not; and others ſhall ſeek him 
and ſhall not find him. To babes the goſpel is 
revealed—from the wiſe and prudent it is hid; | | 
and what ſhall we ſay to theſe things ? But 6 
adds, | 
„ This does not prove that he has ects 
« any man on purpoſe to puniſh him, merely 
ce to diſplay his ſovereignty. As I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the 
« wicked, but that the wicked turn from his ways 
e and live; turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; for 
ec why will ye die? Ezek. xxxiii. 11.” I anſwer, 
Gad bath created all things, and for his pleaſure they 
are and were created, Rev. iv. 11: The Lord hath 
made all things for himſelf ; yea, even the wicked for 
the day of evil, Prov. xvi. 4. Some are predeſ- 
tinated to life, and ſome are not; and this we 
declare, that none but the elect ever was or ever 
will be ſaved; and whoſoever was not found written 
in the book of life was caſt into the fire, Rev. xx. 15, 
This author mentions a ſecond ſort that may 
augment the number of God's ele& by doing 
what God commands, which, according to his 
account, is eaſy; but we know that ſalvation is 
by grace—by the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh 
living be juſtified, and that there is nothing to 
be added to or taken from God's work of ſalva- 
tion, which is finiſbed. Nor can any be added to 
or taken from the number of God's elect, which 
7 number 
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number as well as perſons are complete in Chriſt, 


Beſide, if any of this ſecond ſort could, by doing 


what is ſuppoſed to be ſo eaſy, enter the kingdom 


of God, there would be ſalvation in every free- 
thinker that performs his taſk; whereas the 
Scriptures declare, that there is ſalvation in no 
other name but in Chriſt Jeſus; and that by grace 
men are ſaved through faith, not of themſelves, 
it-is the gift of God; not by works, leſt any man 
ſhould boaſt. 

God puniſhes men for ſin, and will diſplay his 
ſovereignty both on the veſſels of wrath and the 
veſſels of mercy; and if Mr. SKIN NER had never 


been guilty of any other acts of rebellion but 


the publiſhing of theſe Free Thoughts, it contains 


enough (ſhould God judge him out of his own 


mouth) to ſilence and condemn him if he be the 
brighteſt free-thinker in the world; and this he 
will confeſs if ever he ſhould be brought to ſee 


or feel the ſeverity of the law, or have his ſoul 


impreſſed with the truth, holineſs, immurtability, 
and juſtice of God; but, alas! a corpſe feels no 


laſh, and the #/ind ſee no danger; hence human 
inſenſibility and infidelity can wantonly ſport, 


while ANGELS DAMNED believe and iremble, James 
ii. 19. God puniſhes men for ſin, —not merely 
to diſplay his ſovereignty ; and it is well if this 
author has none about him; by the diſobedience of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation; and 
as all are born in ſin, ſo all are by nature the chil- 


. dren of wrath, But Mr. SKINNER quibbles at 


this; 
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this; then he muſt prove the ſentence of the 
judge, of the law, and of his own thoughts and 
conſcience, to be unjuſt, All men are brought 
in guilty by the law; condemnation came on all 
men by Adam's fin, and the old Adam's image 
God will ever deſpiſe—and in that image all the 
children of the fleſh die, for they are not the 
children of God. God will give grace to whom, 
and withhold grace from whom, he pleaſeth : My 
counſel fhall ftand, and I will do my pleaſure, my 
word ſhall accompliſh that which ] pleaſe, and proſper 
in that whereto I ſend it;—he hides theſe things 
from the wiſe- and prudent, he hath hid them 
from Mr. SkINNER, and he will reveal them unto 
babes, who are leſs capable of correcting and in- 

ſtructing their Maker. 
In ſhort, there are ſome called n F: toer, 
whom God hath rejected; theſe are the world which 
Chriſt prayed not for; theſe love their own, but 
hate the ele& becauſe he hath choſen them out 
of the world; theſe are not of Chriſt's lock— 
they believe not becauſe they are not of his 
ſheep; theſe are the wiſe, from whom the myſte- 
ries are hid; the wicked that ſhall not underſtand ; 
the children of the fleſh, which are not the chil- 
dren of God; theſe do not hear Chriſt, becauſe 
they are not of God; theſe cannot receive the 
Spirit; for theſe Chriſt prayed not; theſe ſhall 
ſeek him and ſhall not find him; from among 
theſe men the elect are redeemed ; theſe are chil- 
dren of the deſolate woman, which are more in 
| "0 8 | number 
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number than the children of the married wife; 
they are the people of God's curſe, againſt whom he 
bath indignation for ever. 

Mr. Skinner declares there is not one of this 
number but what, if they had done as they might 
have done, might have been glorified ſaints in 
heaven; but we defy him and all the freethinkers 
in the world to prove that any of theſe, or that 
any but the elect, with all their doings, ever 
entered the kingdom of God, All that are with 
Chriſt are called, choſen, and faithful. Salvation 
is not of him that willeth, mr of bim that runneth ; 
the only qualification for heaven 1s a new birth, 
which is not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God, John i. 13. 

The oracles of God inform us that the chil- 
dren of the deſolate are more in number than 
the children of the married wife; that many are | 
called, but few choſen; that many enter the gates 
that lead to deſtruction, but that few find the 
gate of life. According to theſe Scriptures the 
children of the fleſh and of the bond-woman, 
which are called the children of this world, are 
by far the greateſt hoſt; theſe have undertaken 
the cauſe of Cain; the antediluvians renowned 
for wickedneſs, Iſhmael, Eſau, Saul, Ahitophel, 
Judas, Simon Magus, Arius, Pelagius, and all 
the bond-children which God hath palmed upon 
Hagar (who began to vent her ſpleen at good 
old Sarah), have maintained a perpetual contro- 


verily with Zion; they have ever encompaſſed 
, the 
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the camp of the ſaints and the beloved city. They 
have counted Zion's towers, marked her bul- 
warks, and conſidered her palaces, and to little 
purpoſe. They have produced their cauſe, and 
brought forth their ſtrong reaſons againſt the 
king of Jacob; they have defied the armies of the 
living God from age to age. They have denied the 
fall of man, reprobated the decrees of God, 
withſtood the council of the Moſt High, con- 
temned imputed righteouſneſs, boaſted of light, 
of freedom of will, of human power, of Ney 
perfection, and even of ſovereign prerogative ; 
and yet not one of this fleſhly 1 whether 
diſtinguiſned by the name of heathen, pagan, 
mahc metan, papiſt, proteſtant, or diſſenter, not- 


withſtanding all their united efforts, ſuperiority 


of number, power and policy, though they have 
maintained a perpetual ſiege againſt Zion's bul- 
warks, and attempted to take the kingdom of 
heaven and the throne of God by ſtorm for up- 
wards of five thouſand years together without 
the leaſt intermiſſion; yet they cannot to this 
day (if it were to ſave their ſouls from 


hell) produce one champion among all their 
formidable hoſt that ever ſucceeded in the at- 


tempt or carried the ſiege; ſalvation is not of 
works —it is not of him that willeth—1r is the 
gift of God; all were caſt into the lake whoſe names 
were not found written in the Lamb's book of life. 


None but the righteous nation that keepeth 


the truth have ever entered into the heavenly 
G 3 Jeruſalem, 
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Jeruſalem. No bond-child, no ſon of the fleſh, 
no Hagarean, no freewiller, no freethinker, no 
merit-monger, no fleſhly perfectioniſt, nor ner- 
vous logician, could ever ſay that the banner of 
everlaſting love was ever ſtruck to him; it is 
diſplayed to the elect only; nor even to them till 
they are humbled. The children of lies have 
never been able to carry away theſe imperial 
colours; God has given a banner to them that fear 
him, that it may be diſplayed - becauſe of the truth, 
Pſa. Ix. 4. If fo, none but thoſe in whoſe hearts 
God puts his fear, and who receive the truth in, 
the love of it, can ever unfurl this banner of 
electing and everlaſting love; the others are 
given up to ſtrong deluſions that they might 
believe a lie—that they all might be damned who 
believe not the truth, but have 225 na in unrighteouſe 
neſs. 

The text that Mr. Seu rB has produced from 
Ezekiel, of “ God's having no pleaſure in the 
ce death of the wicked; turn ye, turn ye, why 
« will ye die?” is perverted; he is not enlight- 
ened to ſee the meaning of it; he does therefore 
err, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power 
of God; it is a political death that is there in- 
tended. Iſrael, removed from the hill of Zion to 
the plains of Shinar, are compared in their ſtate 
of captivity to dry bones in à valley, whoſe hope 

of return was loſt : Son of man, theſe bones are the 
whole houſe of Iſrael, who ſay, Our bones are dried, 


our hope is loft, and we are cut off for our part, 
Ezek. 
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Ezek. xxxvii. 11. Their enlargement and reſto- 
ration is called a reſurrection: Therefore propheſy 
and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, I will open your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Iſrael; I will place 
you in your own land, then ſhall ye know that I the 
Lord have ſpoken it, ver. 12, 13. They were ſent 
into Babylon for their idolatry, fram whence 
their idol worſhip came, which was to be reſtored 
. again and ſettled in the plains of Shinar on its own 
baſe, Zech. v. 11. Babylon ſeems at that time to 
have been the fountain or ſpring- head of idolatry; 
and what Iſrael received from thence, was to be 
left behind at their return; and at their reſtoration, 
Ephraim, the forwardeſt tribe to idolatry, was 
heard to ſay, I bal have I to do any more with 
idols? From theſe evil ways they were to turn, 
on account of which they went into captivity; 
and the king's golden. image in the plains of 
Durah gave them their fill of it—when they muſt 
worſhip the image, which was not a God of 
their own making, if it had it might have done 
better—but as it was an image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king had ſet up, and muſt be wor- 
ſhipped at the expence of the burning fiery fur- 
nace, it was an irkſome ſervice to them; for 
although they were dotingly fond of a God of 
their own making, yet they could not endure to 
worſhip one made and ſet up by another. Some 
of the captivity might underſtand the prophet, 
not of a political but of a ſpiritual death and 
reſurrection; to theſe he enforces the making of 
G 4 : a new 


204 FREE THOUGHTS 


a new heart and a new ſpirit, to ceaſe ts do evil and 
learn to do well, as the only qualifications for 
heaven; but we have no account that any man 
upon earth ever did this, though many as well 
as our author have boaſted of great power; nor 
is there any hope of it, ſceing they are fools that 
truſt in their own heart, and curſed of God who 
make fleſh their arm; therefore let the children 
of the fleſh perform what they may, they are under 
the law, and their works can be no more than 
the works of the fleſh; and God declares, by the 
deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified. 

It is true, “ God hath no pleaſure in the death 
&« Of the wicked,” no more than he hath in their 
life: he is angry with the wicked every day, Pſa. 
ii. 11, and what pleaſure can God take in the 
objects of his hatred ? he calls them 7he borders 
of wickedneſs, the people againſt whom he bath indig- 
nation for ever, Mal. i. 4, They are called the 
people of bis curſe, Iſa. xxxiv. 5. his ſoul loaths 
them, and their ſouls alſo abhor him, Zech. xi. 8. 
When he drives them to darkneſs and dimneſs of 
enguiſh, they will fret themſelves, look upward, and 
curſe both their king and their God, Ifa. viii. 21, 22. 
And what pleaſure can God take in ſuch worms, 


who are the abjects of his juſt indignation, the 


veſſels of his wrath, the people of his curſe, and 
the rivals of his honour; who are rebels to his 
throne, diſputing his ſovereignty, | oppoſing his 
will, reſiſting his diſcriminating grace, violating 
his laws, corrupting his ſubjects, and exalting 
Op . fleſn 
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fleſh and blood in oppoſition to his tremendous 
majeſty? Inſtead of God's having pleaſure in 
the death of theſe, it is called eaſing himſelf of 
his burden: Ab, I will eaſe me of mine adverſa- 
ries, and avenge me of mine enemies, Iſa. i. 24. He 
may be eaſed of theſe enemies—he may laugh at 
their calamity and mock when their fear cometh; he 
may have them in deriſion, and ſcatter them in the 


imagination of their hearts, and his anger may ceaſe 


in their deſtruſtion, Iſa. x. 25. but he hath no 
pleaſure in wickedneſs, Pſa, v. 4. nor in the death 


of the wicked; he takes PLEASURE in them that © 


fear him, and in theſe that hope in his Mercy, Lo 
cxlvii. 11. —- Mr. SKINNER goes on. 

« Certainty and neceſſity are very different 
« things; for, if we may credit Milton, God's 
ec foreknowledge does not neceſſitate human 


40 actions. . 
« If I fore, fore-knowledge had no influence on 
their fault, 


9 Which had no leſs proved certain unforeknown. = 


To all which I anſwer, Man is born with Hl 
back upon God, and goes aftray as ſoon as born 
ſpeaking lies; if left to the freedom of his own 


will, he chuſes his own way, and delights in his 
abominations ; but God reſerves this prerogative 
to himſelf—7 wiLL chuſe their deluſions, and bring 


their fears upon them, Iſa. Ixvi. 3, 4. Man, if left 
to himſelf, will zarn aſide to bis crooked Ways; but 
it is God that wiLL lead him forth with the work 


ers of Ws Pſa, cxxv. 5. The brutal free- 
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| thinker will by natural apticude run ruſty; but 
God bridles him, and holds the reins, checks 
him at his pleaſure, and guides him into thoſe 
errors that he is to be damned in; there ſhall be a 
bridle in the j jaws of the people, cauſing them to err, 
Iſa. xxx. 28. 

God's ——— will concerning the 
wicked, and rebellious man's natural inclination 
(which needs no impulſe nor influence to evil, 
but that which comes by natural generation), 
often run, agreeable to Scripture, in one chan- 
nel: Abraham, know of a ſurety that thy ſeed ſhall 
be a ſtranger in a land that is not theirs, and ſhall 
ſerve them, and they ſhall affii# them four hundred 
years: And alſo, that nation whom they ſhall ſerve 
will 1 judge, Gen. xv. 13, 14. For ſome time a 
divine reſtraint lay on the hearts of the Egyp- 
tians, and Iſrael was a welcome gueſt ; but at 
the time appointed, God. TURNED their bearts to 
hate his people, and 10 deal ſubtilly with bis ſervants, 
Pſa. cv. 25. which furn lay in the removal of 
God's reſtraining power. Chriſt was delivered by 
#he determinate council and fore-knowledge of God; 
and the wicked fulfilled the Scriptures who ſlew 
him, and it was done according to the natural 
bent of their will: //hom will ye that I releaſe? 


Not this man, but Barabbas;—they defired a murderer 
might be granted unto them. Thus God's declara- 
tion to Abraham and Egypt s malice, God's de- 
terminate council concerning Chriſt- and Iſrael's 


deſire of a murderer, run directly in one channel, 
| SGod 
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God declares that the vile perſon will ſpeak willany, 
and his heart work iniquity, to pradtiſe hypocriſy, 
and to utter error againſt the Lord, to deviſe wicked 
devices, to deſtroy the poor and needy with hing 
words, Iſa, xxxii. 6, 7. and it is fulfilled in this 
book of Mr. SkIxNER's, agreeable to the word 
of God; ſo God ſays, he will work a work in 
goſpel days that men ſhall behold, and wonder at, 
and periſh, and in no wiſe believe though a man de- 
clare it unto them, Hab. i. 5. Acts xiii. 41. which 
is fulfilled to a tittle by our freethinker, who 
calls the decrees of God an human ſyſtem, and 
his own Thoughts a detection of error. 

Mr. SkIxNER may put what difference he 
pleaſes between * certainty and neceſſity.” What 
God declares to be certain mult of neceffity come 
to paſs. If God leaves a ſinner to himſelf, he 
muſt of neceſſity ſin, becauſe there is nothing 
but fin in him; Satan keeps the palace, works 
in his heart, and takes him captive at his will; 
but then both the devil and the ſinner is awed, 
checked, turned, and directed, juſt as the ſove- 
reign Saviour pleaſes : Thou baſt given bim power 
over all fleſh, that he may give eternal life to as many 
as thou haſt given bim, John xvii. 2. Judas, in- 
fluenced by the devil, and who was a devil, Who 
ſtood like a bent bow to his mark, was held by 
the ſtrong hand of the Saviour. Chriſt knew 
that himſelf was the object he aimed at, but he 
could not perform his enterpriſe till he gave 


command: He laid down his life for his ſheep: 
No 
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No man tateth it from me, I lay it down of myſelf, 
John x. 18, Hence we read that they often 
attempted to take him, but his hour was not yet 
come: But when Jeſus knew that his hour was come, 
that he muſt depart out of the world, the devil was 
let looſe, and Judas was commanded to do his 
office; the ſupper being ended, the devil having 
now put it into the heart of Judas to betray 
him, Chriſt gave Judas the ſop; and then Satan 
entered into him; then ſaid Feſus, that thou doeſt bo 
quickly, John xiii. 26, 27. So to this day the 
wicked bend their bows to ſhoot at the upright 
in heart, who are the only butt of their envy; but 
then God overrules them—ſo that he either per- 
mits his elect to be wounded by them, or he de. 
livers them from the arrow that fleeth by day, Pſalm 
xci. 5. juſt as it ſeemeth him good. Devils and 
finners are both bent in malice againſt God's 
elect; but God chuſes their deluſions, leads 
them forth, turns their courſe, and keeps his 
bridle in their jaws; their Free Thoughts may 
ſtagger ſome of God's ele&, but 7hoſe that erred 
ſhall come to underſtanding ; for the ele& ſhall not 
be finally deceived. Their thoughts may harden 
and deceive many, but both the deceiver and the 
* deceived are the Lord's; it is be that leads them 
© away ſpoiled, and makes them fools, Job xii. 15—17. 
yea, there ſhall be a bridle in the Jaws of the 
people cauſing them to err. 
Man in his fallen ſtate, if left to himſelf, 


cannot act contrary to his nature any more than 
way 
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water can run up hill, or ſtones fly to heaven; 
his nature is earthly, ſenſual, and devilkſh; and un- 


leſs he be predeſtinated to life, and free grace 
prevent, he will cleave to the earth, gratify his 


brutal appetite, end in the devil, and be damn 


ed for his earthly, brutal, and deviliſh actions: 
M boſoever was not found written in the book of life 
was caſt into the lake of fire, Rev. xx. 15. 
If we may credit Milton, the devils had ſome 
| Ta of of this; for he ſays, 
They reaſoned high 
Of providence, fore-knowledge, will, and fate ; 


Fix'd fate, free-will, fore-knowledge abſolute; 
And found no end—in wandering mazes loſt. 


PROVIDENCE neither promiſed nor afforded them 


perpetual ſupport: To FREE-WILL they were left, 


in FREE-WILL they ſtood—while they ſtood ;z—- 


With freedoin of will and freedom of thought 
they rebelled, and left their own habitation; for 
which free-will rebellion theſe aſpiring free- 
thinkers were charged with folly, bound with the 
chains of their fin, and reſerved under darkneſs 
to future judgment; but neither their free will nor 
free thoughts altered FIxxD FATE, which muſt be 
reſolved into the uncontrollable will of the divine 
ſovereign, as well as in his aBSOLUTE FOREKNOW= 
LEDGE ; Preſcience preceding fixed fate, according 
to the Spirit's arrangement by Paul: hom be 
-did FOREKNOW, them be did PREDESTINATE. 

The fall of apoſtate angels muſt doubtleſs 


alarm thoſe that ſtood ; theſe readily renounced 


their 
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their free-will ſtanding, and accepted confirma- 
tion by Chriſt: hence their ſubmiſſion is called 
a reconciliation, Col. i. 20. and Chriſt is called the 
Bead of all principality and power, Col. ii. 10. The 
angels acquieſcence with the divine will, and their 
confirmation by Chriſt, muſt both be reſolyed 
into the decree of election, for theſe angels were 
elected, 1 Tim. v. 2. 

One would think the fall of angels and the 
fall of Adam would be ſufficient to bring the 
doctrine of free agency into contempt; but this 
ſyſtem will never be out of favour nor out of 
faſhion while there is one of old Adam's fleſhly 
race upon earth, Their aſpiring in Eden to be 
as Gods, knowing good and evil, has left ſuch a 
towering tincture vpon their children, that they 
will ever be ſoaring aloft, till humbled by grace, 
or drowned in perdition.— Mr. SKINNER goes 


On. 5 5 | 
„ The plain truth is, God knows what will 


e be, and at the ſame time he knows it might 


« be otherwiſe; or, in different terms, God 
ce knows all things, and man is a free agent; for 
« if he be not free, he cannot be ſaid to act at 
« all, but is merely paſſive, or ated upon; and 
« every ſenſible perſon knows that a neceſſary 
te age nt implies a contradiction.” Man is a free 
 agent?—I ſhould be glad to know, wherein his 
free agency conſiſts. He is eftranged from the 

womb, and goes aſtray as ſoon as born, ſpeaking lies; 


he commits fin, and is the ſervant of ff n; the ſtrong 
9 man 
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man armed keeps poſſeſſion of the palace; the prince 
of the power of the air worketh in the children of 
diſobedience. They are in the ſnare of the devil, 
and taken captive by him at his will, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
they are holden with the cords of their fins, Prov. v. | 
22. they are corrupt trees, and cannot bring forth 
good fruit; the tree is corrupt and the fruit 
corrupt; every imagination of the thoughts of bis 
heart is evil, and out of his evil heart proceeds 
nothing but evil, Matt. xv. 19. How can ſuch, 
being evil, ſpeak good things? Matt. xit. 34. If 
this be true, where is the free agency of theſe 
bond children? their mother is called the Ben 
woman, and they are in bondage to the /aw, to /in, 
and to Satan; then where is their liberty? ac- 
cording to Peter it is only to be found in their 
words: They ſpeak great ſwelling words of vanity ; 
but then the luſt of the fleſh and mpch wanton- 
neſs actuates them, for they are ſaid to allure 
through that; and while they promiſe others likerty, 
themſelves are the ſervants of corruption, 2 Perer 
i. 19. 

It is true, a ſinner purſues the luſt of the fleſh 
with freedom of will, becauſe he loves it; but 
even then the devil is his maſter, for he works 
in him or actuates him to diſobedience; and if 
at any time conſcience gripes him, and he binds 
his ſoul with vows and promiſes never more to 
give conſcience ſuch a claw againſt himſelf (as 
Mr. Sx1NwNzR has often done), yet even then the 
linger finds the Rong man armed to be ſtronger 

than 
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than all his vows; the devil exerts his power, 
and drives him contrary to his inclination, 
vows, and conſcience: This is called captivity, 
or being taten captive by the devil at bis will. How 
can man be free that has got ſo many maſters ? 
He wars after the fleſh, is a ſervant to ſin, and a 
captive to Satan; and is in a threefold bondage: 
he is in the ſtrong hold of Satan, the yoke of 
the law is upon his neck, and he is bound with 
the chains of guilt; and every tranſgreſſion adds 
to the weight. 1 may here retort upon Mr, 
SKINNER in his own words, “ every ſenſible 
_ perſon knows” that a FREE AGENT, poſſeſſed, en- 
 fnared, and led captive by the devil, implies as great 
a contradiction as a NECESSARY AGENT,” 

The moſt ſtaunch advocates for free-agency are 
the Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Papiſts—or Arminians. 
Among the latter claſs this author intends to cut 
a figure : He is a free-agent, a free-thinker, and 
he is not aſhamed to call the productions of his 
pen “Free Thoughts;” yet there is a bridle in 
his jaw cauſing him to err, notwithſtanding his 
freedom; and I defy him ever to preach the 
truth or think aright, unleſs the grace of God 
bring into captivity all bis thoughts to the obedience 
| of Chriſt. —But we go on. 

« Tt is ſaid, that Chriſt was ded by the 
« determinate council and fore-knowledge of 
« God; that Herod, Pontius Pilate, the Gen- 
ec tiles, and Iſrael, were gathered together to do 


ec what God's hand and counſel deten to 
66 be 
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c be done; and it is ſaid they did it with wicked 
&« hands; and if fo, they were not neceſſitated to 
ie act as they did: For if it be ſuppoſed that God's 
« command, Theu fhalt do no murder, remains 
« jnvariably the ſame, and at the ſame time that 
ce God laid the crucifiers of Chriſt under an ab- 
« ſolure neceſſity to violate, his command, it fol- 
« Jows that God approves and diſapproves,—than 
„which there cannot be a more direct and ab- 
« ſolute contradiction.” To which I anſwer, 
What God in his council from eternity predeter- 
mined to be done, muſt, according to his will, 
and the propheſies revealed from thence, be ful- 
filled in time. The devil, as well as the ſinner, 
goes about continually ſeeking [not whom he will, 
but] whom he may | by divine permiſſion] devour, 
1 Peter v. 8, but the devil and the ſinner are 
both in the ruling hand of God; he knows the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt bim not ſubject to his 
law, nor. can be; and this diſcovered itſelf plain 
enough againſt Chriſt in the Jews; and ſo it does 
in all the bond children againſt his elect to this 
day; but then there is a reſtraining power on them, 
and without God's permiſſion they cannot go on; 
Pall there be evil in à city, and ſhall not the Lord 
do ſomewhat? Amos iii. 6. The Jews deſpiſed 
Chriſt, and for envy they delivered him to Pilate; 
but it was God that delivered him into the hands 
of thoſe ſinners, and gave Pilate power againſt 
him. They all ſtood: ready for the work, but 
it muſt be done at God's appointed hour, and 
3 cãccording 


* 
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according to his fore-determinate counſel, He. 
rod ſought to ſlay him as ſoon as he was born, 
and kilied two thouſand infants, to make ſure to 
kill the right; but all in vain, Bis hour was not 
vet come; but when it was come, God gave them 
up to all the rage of free agency, but they did 
not act without the influence of their old maſter; 
their free agency in this matter was under the in- 
fernal influence of the devil; the hour was theirs, 
the actuating power was Satan's : This is your HoUR 
and the POWER of DAREKNEssS, Luke xxii. 53. But 
it is plain that the rage of the Jewiſh free-willers, 
the cruelty of Herod, the injuſtice of Pontius 
Pilate, and the power of the devil, in hurrying 
Chriſt's death, was all appointed, permitted, di- 
rected, and overruled by God. God delivered 
up his own ſon—he gave the Jews their hour —he 


let the powers of darkneſs looſe—he limited and 


ſuperintended all their work'; ſo that it was done 
according to the determinate council and fore-knows- 
ledge of God. Pilate ſaid, Speakeſt thou not unto 
me? Knoweſt thou not that I have powkR to crucify 
thee, and haue power to releaſe thee? Feſus ſaid, To 
this end was ] born, and for this CAusE came I into 
the world. Thou couldeſt have no POWER AT ALL 
againſt me except it were GIVEN THEE FROM ABOVE, 
John xix. 10, 11. Thus the fon of man truly 
went as it was determined, Luke xxii. 22. and bo 
went as it was written of him, Matt. xxvi. 24. 
notwithſtanding the determination of Pilate, 
which was, to let bim go, Acts iii. 13. In ſhort, 
„ b the 
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the death of Chriſt was pre-determined and im- 
mutably fixed by God; and the free agents that 
killed him (with reſpect to themſelves) acted 
voluntarily in conjunction with the devil; God 
left them to their free agenty, only overruled 
it ſo that it ſhould be done according to his fore- 
determination, and ſtopped them when that was 

done, or elſe they would have _ a great deal 
further. | 
The freethinkers in Nazareth, when they heard 
Chriſt preach the ſovereignty of God's grace in 
calling lepers and widows of the Gentiles, while 
the lepers and widows of Iſrael were neglected, 
were provoked to that degree that they tried to 
throw him headlong from the brow of the hill, Luxe 
iv. 29. . They would have broke his neck then 
if they might; but he was not to die fo, nor was 
his hour come. The free agent diſciples that 
croſſed the ſea of Tiberias after him, when he 
told them 10 man could come to him except the 
Father drew him, were ſo highly provoked, that 
they left him with diſdain, and walked no more 
with him; as all other freethinkers will do, if free 
grace prevent not. The other ſort of diſciples 
ſtuck to him— and no wonder, when it is affirmed 
that be had choſen them, When wicked free agents 
get the bit in their teeth, and the reins on their 
neck, none know where their rage would end; 
but there is a bridle in their jaws, cauſing them to 
err, Iſa. xx. 28. God holds the rein, directs 
their courſe, lets them looſe, or pulls them in, 
ä Mn > as 
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as he thinks proper. They would have altered 
Pilate's title on the croſs, but there was a sToP : 

What was written was written, They would have 
broken the Saviour's legs, but @ bone of bim was 
not to be broken. They ſealed the ſtone of his 
ſepulchre, and ſet a watch, to prevent his being 
ſtolen, and that he might corrupt in the grave; 
but here was another LET Angels removed the 
fone, and ftruck the keepers with fear till they became 
as dead men : God's Holy One was not to ſee corrup- 
tion. The Jewiſh freethinkers, or Arminians, 
ſuch I call them (for I defy the world to prove 

that there was one ſoul among the murderers of 
Chriſt that held the Calviniſtic doctrines of the 
everlaſting goſpel, or that had the faith of God's 
elect—thelſe were among the mourners, not among 
the murderers), ated freely with reſpect to them- 
ſelves ; yet they were over-ri:!ed and directed by 


God: they would have concealed the Saviour's 


reſurrection, and paid large ſunis of money to the 
foldiers, promiſed to perſuade the governor and ſecure 


| them; but twelve witneſſes were ſent out to pro- 


claim it; and when theſe were oppoſed, ſome 
impriſoned, and fome killed, the Lord appeared 
to five hundred more at once, and after that to Paul 
alſo; thus the reſurrection of Chriſt got abroad, 
notwithſtanding there was fo ſtrong a combina» 
tion of freethinkers againſt it. 

The command, Thou ſhalt do no murder, ſtands 
immutably fixed; but that law was given to man: 
God's command to men given in time, did nat 

| Over 
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over-rule his ſovereignty with reſpe& to the de- 

cree of election ſettled in eternity—Ged works all 
things after the council of his own will, Is the law 
againſt the ſovereignty of God ? God forbid ! for 
if it be, it is againſt his promiſe alſo.— Then 
what becomes of the ele& ?—The law is made 
for the lawleſs and diſobedient: it is binding to 
all free-thinkers ; hence they are called boxd-chil- 
dren, God's law will be his rule of judgment in 
the great day with reſpect to them, becauſe they 
will all be found under that covenant, But the 
ele& will be judged by the book of life, in which 
their names are inrolled, and in which their life 
is ſecured. Their ſalvation, their reſurrection to 
life, and eternal glorification, is according to 
God's own , purpoſe and grace, who works all 
things after the council of his own will, It is God's 

good will toward them, and upon them he in- 


. tends to diſplay the riches of his free grace in 


eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus. The command of 
the divine Maſter to a ſervant, does not control 
the ſovereign will of the everlaſting Father with 
reſpect to his regenerated children, —Servants are 
under the law; they are not predeſtinated to the 
adoption of ſons; his command therefore is to 
them; for the diſobedient and lawleſs it is given, 
and by that he will judge them according to their 
works. But God's own children are the objects 
of his ſovereign choice; he has formed them for 
himſelf; he views them in his Son, and has ap- 
pointed them to obtain ſalvation by him; their 
N names 
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names are in the book of life, and he will be 
their God in covenant, and they ſhall be the 
people of his love, with which he will plant the 

heavens, Iſa. li. 16. 

To be ſhort: God's law ſtands binding to the 
non- elect for ever, and the UNCONTROLLABLE 
Jenovan will remain a FREE AGENT for ever.— 
Thou ſhalt not kill, ſtands faſt to the children of 
men, and God's free agency is diſplayed alſo.— 
And him that eſcapeth the ſword of Hazael, SHALL 
Febu flay ; and be that eſcapeth from the ſword of 
Jebu SHALL Eliſha ſlay, 1 Kings xix. 17. Do mot 
kill, ſaid the Saviour to the Arminian Jews, 
Mark x. 19. The Sou of Man ſhall be betrayed into 
the hands of men, and they SHALE kill bim, Matt. 
xvil. 22, 23. Yea, and they ſhall kill many of 
his ſaints too, after the goſpel has been preached 
for a witneſs, and the preachers of it brought be- 
fore rulers for a teſtimony againſt them, Matt. 
x. 18. Wherefore, behold J fend you prophets, and 
wiſe men, and ſcribes : and ſome of them ye SHALL 
kill and crucify, and ſome of them ye SHALL ſcourge 
in your ſynagogues, and perſecute them from city to 
city; that upon you may come all the righteous blood 
ſhed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous _ 
Matt. xxiii. 34, 35. 

Mr. SxIxxRER is dreadfully offended at Peter's 
faying, They ſtumbled at Chriſt, being diſobedient, 
whereunto alſo they were appointed. Appointed 
„ to diſobedience (ſaith he) is no leſs than a 


©« contradiction in terms.“ — He cannot allow 
that 
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that the ſovereign will of God ſhould precede, 
over- rule, and interfere with the works of theſe 
free agents: they would foonet rob the Godhead 
of preſcience, ſovereignty, and uncontrollable 
will, than allow free agency to be under any ſu- 
perior rule or reſtraint. But fo it happens, that 
ler them take whar ſtep they will as free agents, 
it is according to God's ſovercign will, pre- 
determined and pre-revealed.—T hoy fumbled and 
Fell. Abbey SHALL ftitmble and fall Have any of the 
rulers believed on bim — I work a work that they 
ſhall in no wiſe believe, though it be declared, Acts 
xiii. 41,—=Their eyes have they cloſea, Matt. xii. 15. 
The Lord hath poured upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, 
and hath cloſed your eyes, Ia. xxix. 10.—I come in 
my Father's name, and ye receive me not; if another 
fall come in his own name, bim ye will receive, 
John v. 43.— Many ſball come in my name, ſaying, 
I am Chriſt, and shall deceive many, Matth. 
xxiv. 3. — The vile perſon will utter error againſt 
the Lord-—There SHALL be a bridle in the jaus of. 
the people, cauſing them to err—This people have 
made lies their refuge==God ſhall ſend them ſtrong de- 
luſions, that they may believe a lie bey have not all 
obeyed the goſpel==They are diſobedient, wherennto 

alſo they were appointed, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Bui evil men 
and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe — He hath 
made the wwicked for the day of evi. Many falſe pro- 
pbets ſhall riſe, and ſhall deceive many, Matth. 
xxlv. 11.27 will not come to me that ye may have 


W hey chuſe death rather than life Thai that 
H 4 dieth, 
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dieth, let it die, Zech. xi. g.—This is the portion of 
a wicked man from God, and the heritage [of his 
decree] from God, Job xx. 29.—There are un- 
godly men, who were of old ordained to this condemna- 
tion, Jude 4. 8 

Let the free agent take what voluntary courſe 
he may, he ſhall never deviate from the rule, 
nor exceed the immutable bounds fixed by the 
uncontrollable and eternal Ruler. God has de- 
clared the end from the beginning bis counſel ſhall 
ſtand, and his pleaſure ſhall be dene—nothing ſhall be 
added to his work, nor taken from it. Nor ſhall 
Mr. SkixNER ever deceive one of God's elect, 
though he threaten to preach every Calviniſt 
out of his meeting; and if God leave him to 
his own thoughts, to deceive many nominal pro- 
feſſors, even then he is God's inſtrument, and 
the deceived are God's fuel, and be will conſume 
them as ſtubble fully dry—The deceiver and the de- 
ceived are the Lord's. Nor ſhall he (if he be 
given up of God) ever utter one thought more 
againſt the Lord, than what will up bis mea- 
ſure—Irael wandered in the wilderneſs, fill the 
iniquity of the Amorites was full. —The Jews were 
to fill up the meaſure of their fathers—bur none 
ſhall exceed their meaſure. | | 

Mr. S&1nNNnER adds —* This hin nee 
e can only mean, that they were appointed to 
« ſtumble in conſequence of their unbelief.” — 
And how came theſe free-thinkers to ſtumble? 
| Becauſe they knew not the Lord wy life, But how 
| ; came 
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came they ſo ignorant? God had hid theſe things - 
from the wiſe and prudent.— How comes Mr. 
SKINNER to oppoſe the ſovereignty of God, and 
the doctrine of election? Becauſe the Lord as yet 
has not given him the faith of God's ele#.—How ¾] 
came the free-thinking Jews not to believe? 
You believe not (ſaith Chriſt), becauſe you are not of 
my ſheep, -How came they not to hear God's 
word ? Becauſe they were not of his chooling : 
He that is of God, heareth God's word : ye therefore. 
hear it not, becauſe ye are not of God. How comes 
it that peace came not to all men? Becauſe all 
men are not ſons of peace, How comes it to 
paſs that all thoſe who hear the goſpel do not re- 
ceive the Spirit? Becauſe all are not predeſtinated 
_ to the adoption of ſons, They that are ſons by pre- 
deſtination and preadoption, receive him: Becauſe 
ye are ſons, God bath ſent forth the Spirit of his Son 
| into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. —How is it, 
that all theſe free agents, poſſeſſed of ſuch power, 
do not come to Chriſt? Becauſe they are not all 
given to Chriſt ; All that the Father giveth me ſhall 
come to me—and none ſhall pluck them out of my hands. 
Mr. SKINNER, with all his abilities, is not come 
to Chriſt yet; and I defy him to deſcribe what 
coming to Chriſt, laying hold of Chriſt; and 
uniting with Chriſt, is. Every free thought 
that he has penned, ſerves only to proclaim him 
a ſtranger to Jeſus. Free agency, human power, 
fleſhly boaſting, pride, rebellion, and free think- 
ing, could no more exiſt in the preſence of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, than Beelzebub the devil could ſtand ig 
the regions of eternal felicity, He would find, ag 
Daniel did, if the angel of the covenant was to 
approach him, that all his comelineſs would turu 
into corruption, and he would retain no ftrength to do 
what the law requires, Dan. x. 8. Or like Job, 
he would cry out, 1 have only heard of thee by the 
Bearing of the ear, but now mine eye ſeeth tbee; 
wherefore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſßbes, 
Job xlii. 5, 6 

Mr. SKINNER mult give up free chinkiog, and 
contention for the world too, before he makes 
any pretenſions to Chriſt, or elſe every choſen 
veſſel will be ſuſpecting him to be an impoſtor : 
for we all know, that a man muſt not only ab- 
hor the world, hate and forſake his own thoughts, 
but if any man come to mo, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and ſiſters, yea, and his own life alſo, be cannot be 
my diſciple, Luke xiv. 26, This is the experience 
of them that come to Chriſt : but | Chriſt has 
taught Mr. SKIN VER nothing of this. He has 
power to perform what God requires, and be a 
glorified ſaint in heaven if he will. God does 
not demand impoſſibilities of him: therefore he 
cannot be ſaid to be loſt, nor to be a debtor that 
has nothing to pay with. And fo far from hating 
father and mother, he is contending for the re- 
demption of all the world, and ſtyles himſelf 
« A friend to all mankind,” And we know zhe 


friendſhip of the world is enmity with God; whoſoever 
2 therefore 
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therefore will be a friend of the world, is the enemy of 
God, James iv. 4. 

The world loves his own, and by Mr. Ski- 
wzr's own account, he is of the world; he is 
a friend to the world; and no doubt but the 
world will love him, and the world will hear his 
preaching. They are of the world, therefore ſpeak 
they of the world, and the world beareth them : we 
are of God; he that knoweth God, heareth us: he that 
is not of God, heareth not us. Hereby know we the 

Spirit of truth, and the ſpirit of error, 1 John iv. 5, 6. 
As Mr. SkINxNER has contradicted his confeſ- 
ſion of faith, and denied the articles that he is 
bound to ſubſcribe and ſwears to maintain, we 
muſt not wonder if he ſhould offer a few thoughts 
in behalf of Eſau, who for one morſel of meat fold bis 
birth-right, and ſwore to the bargain. We know, 
birds of a feather will flock together. 

e God chuſes and prefers Jacob's poſterity to 
« Eſau's, in making them his viſible church, 
« preſenting them with laws, moral, ceremonial, 
© and political. God's purpoſe before they were 
© born, has no reference to the eternal ſtate of 
tc any of them.” Here it may be obſerved, that 
God's hatred of Eſau, his eternal purpoſe con- 
cerning election in the choice of Jacob, and re- 
jecting him, his profanity in the fale of his 
birth-right, his finding no place of repentance, 
though he ſought it carefully with tears, and being 
rejected of God when he would have inherited the bleſ= 


ſing, we has no reference to the eternal ſtate of any 
| «6 of 
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« of them; it has reference only to his poſterity 
ce in a comparative ſenſe.” To which I anſwer: 
What God ſays concerning the Edomites, has 
reference to their eternal ſtate, if the plain ſenſe 
of words ſtand for any thing. When God is ſaid 
to reje& a perſon, that perſon is excluded from 
God's purpoſe of grace; he is not an object of 
God's choice; he is left out from God's decree; 
he is a reprobate: Reprobate /ilver fhail men call 
them, becauſe the Lord hath REJECTED them, Jer. 
vi. 30.—And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, How long 
wilt thou mourn ſor Saul, ſeeing 1 bave REJECTED 
bim from reigning over Iſrael, 1 Sam. xvi. 1,—1 
gave thee a king in mine ANGER, and took him away 
in my WRATH, Hoſea xiii. 11. When Eſau would 
bave inherited the BLESSING, be Was REJECTED; 
for he found no place of repentance, though he ſought 
it carefully with tears, Heb. xil. 17. If he was 
rejected from the bleſſing, he muſt inherit the 
curſe : if he found no place of repentance, it has re- 
ference to his eternal ſtate fixed in hell; Except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. What God 
ſays concerning Eſau's rejected poſterity, has re- 
ference to their eternal ſtate, as well as his. 
Was not Eſau Jatob's brother ? faith tbe Lord: ya 
T loved Jacob, and I bated Eſau, and laid his moun- 
tains and his heritage waſte, for the dragons of the 
wilderneſs. Whereas Edom ſaith, We are impove- 
riſbed; but we will return and build the deſolate 
places: thus ſaith the Lord of boſts, They ſhall build, 
but I will throw down: and they ſhall call them the 
? border 
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border of wickedneſs, and the people againſt whom the 
Lord bath indignation for ever, Mal. i. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
Thus ſaith the Lord concerning Edom, I have made 
thee ſmall among the beathen ; thou art greatly de- 
fſpiſed : the pride of thine heart hath deceived thee : 
though thou ſet thy neſs among the ſtars, thence: will I 
bring thee down, ſaith the Lord. But upon mount 
Zion ſhall be deliverance, and there ſhall be holineſs ; 
and the houſe of Facob ſhall poſſeſs their poſſeſſions. 
And the houſe of Jacob ſhall be a fire, and the houſe 
of Foſeph a flame, and the houſe of Eſau for ſtubble, 
and they ſhall indie in them, and devour them, and 
there ſpall not be any remaining of the houſe of Eſau 
for the Lord hath ſpoken it, Obad. 17, 18. The 
everlaſting indignation of God, his calling Edom 
ſtubble, fuel for fire, and burning them all up, till 
none remaineth, * has no reference to the eternal 
« ſtate of any of them,“ according to this free- 
thinker. O, what a vile perverting of Scripture 
is here! — Thus the wrath of God againſt ſinners 
is obſcured; rebels are hardened in their ſins, 
and the convincing force of Scripture is darken- 
ed, and God's meaning explained away, by this 
blaſphemous free agent, who contradicts his 
Maker, gives truth the lie, and refs it (if grace 
prevent not) 1 his own deſtruction. When God 
ſays, Saviours ſhall come down upon mount Zion, to 
Judge the mount of Eſau, Obad. 21. and all the hoſt 
of heaven ſhall be diſſolved, and the heavens ſhall be 
rolled tegether. as a' ſcroll : and all their hoſts ſhall 

fall down as the leaf falleth off from ibe vine, and as @ 


falling 
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falling fig from the fig-tree. For my ſword ſhall be 
bathed in heaven : behold, it ſball come down upon 
Idumea, and upon the people of my CURSE to judg- 
ment, Iſa. xxxiv. 4, 5. Will this Arminian ſay 
that theſe awful denunciations have “ no refer. 
© ence to the eternal ſtate of any of them? 
Then I ſhould be glad to know what is meant by 
the hatred of God—the bathed ſword of juſtice— 
the curſe of the law—and the eternal indignation 
of the Lord; and what the © comparative ſenſe” 
of theſe things is? Theſe things ſeem to me to 
be ſufficient to fink the ſtrongeſt free agent into 
hell and damnation. And Mr. SkINNER“'s 
“ comparative ſenſe,” if we compare Scripture 
with Scripture, according to its proper meaning, 
amounts to this, that thoſe whom God loves as 
he did Jacob, with an everlaſting love, muſt be 
ſaved ; and thoſe that God hates, as he did Eſau, 
and has an everlaſting indignation againſt, muſt 
be damned, if the Bible be true: this is the com- 
parative ſenſe, and is the true ſenſe. And if we 
compare the elect and reprobate together, the 

compariſon is awful, and is a tremendous diſplay 
of mercy and judgment, of goodneſs and ſe- 
verity. 

Nothing can be oluiner than the Scriptures are 
concerning the two covenants, that of works and 
that of grace; the two covenant heads, Adam 
the firſt, and Adam the ſecond, are as conſpi- 
cuous: the children of the fleſh, and thoſe of 


the . the curſe of the one, and the bleſ- 
_ bog 
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ang of the other, appear from one end to the 
other of divine revelation. And theſe two fa- 
milies have appeared as conſpicuous in the world 
as in the Bible, ever ſince men began to multiply in 
the earth; and there will be the beloved city in 
the world, and the reprobate hoſt compaſſing it 
about, and beſieging it, till by the God of hea- 
ven the final conflagration raiſes the ſiege, blaſts 
the conſpiracy, routs the confederates, and drives 
them into the confines of everlaſting darkneſs. 
After the expulſion from Paradiſe, Adam ſtood 
with all the human race, elect and reprobate, in 
his loins; he had a promiſe to build his own 
hopes upon; but there was two ſeeds mentioned 
—the ſeed of the ſerpent, and the ſeed of the woman; 
and enmity was put by God between them; by 
the ſeed of the woman, Chriſt and his myſtical 
body are intended; this is the hᷣruiſed party, whoſe 
heels have ever been trampled, but God heals ber 
that. halteth, Mic. iv. 6. the other party is the 
old ſerpent the devil and his ſeed, which Chriſt 
calleth ſerpents, and a generation of vipers, and are 
ſaid to be of their father the dredge Des: 1s the 
bruiſing party. x 
When Adam became hs father of two fan; 
the to ſeeds, and the enmity God had put be- 
tween them, appeared. Abel obtains the grace 
of faith, and witneſs that he was rigbteous; God 
teſtifying of his gifts. Cain appeared to be of that 
wicked one {the devil}, 1 John iii. 12. God's ſove- 
reign 19 9 5 to Abel, and difreſper to Cain and 
his 
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his offering, ſtirred up the enmity of his heart, 
and he flew bis brother, becauſe his works were 
righteous, Here began the religion of free- 
thinking, free-agency, juſtification by works, 
and freewill ſovereignty, which was diſplayed in 
the Haugbter of Abel. Cain was the founder of 
this human ſyſtem, and it was founded in blood; 
he was curſed from the earth, baniſhed from the 
church, and from the preſence of God with a 
fallen-countenance—the viſible mark of a repro- 
bate. Adam, as an heir of promiſe, with Eve, 
now ſtood alone, until God raiſed up another 
feed; and after that men began: to call on the name of 
Ibe Lord; and God continued the covenant line 
down to the days of Noah, and diſtinguiſhed 
them all the way by the name /ons of God, op- 
poſed to the daughters of men, until the flood 
came; before which he took the righteous from 
that evil to come, deluged the fraternity of Cain, 
with other reprobates, and preſerved righteous 
Noah and the whole militant church circum- 
fcribed within the family of that juſt man. After 
the deluge, not only Noah but Shem appears 
a viſible heir of promiſe, and a future enlarge- 
ment is predicted to Japheth; then Ham, the 
father of the Egyptians, ſeems to ſtep forward, 
with his ſon Canaan, as one of the reprobate, to 
inherit the curſe of Cain: Curſed be Canaan; 4 
ſervant of ſervants. ſhall be be, Gen. ix. 25. It is 
well known that God /mote the chief of their 


66 0a in oy" tabernacle of Ham; and that he 
deſtroyed 1 
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&ſtroyed the ſeven nations of Canaan when their 
iniquity Was full. 

In the family of Abraham, Ifaac appears an 
heir of promiſe; and Iſhmael, that child of the 
fleſb, that wild man, whole hand was to be againſt 
every man, ſtepped forth in the old enmity, 
mocking Iſaac; or, as Paul ſays, perſecuting bim 
| that was by promiſe, till by the command of God 
both he and his mother were baniſhed from the 
church; and by his marriage with a woman of 
Egypt, he became (by affinity) one of the taber- 
nacles of Ham. In Iſaac's family Jacob appears 
an heir of promiſe; and Eſau, the cunning hunter, 
the man of the field, fleps forth in the ſhoes of 
Cain, and the old enmity works afreſh, till mur- 
der was conceived : And Eſau hated Facob, becauſe 
of the bleſſing wherewith bis father bleſſed bim; and 
Eſau ſaid in bis beart, 7. he days of mourning for my 
father are at hand, then will I ſlay my brother Jacob, 
Gen. xxvii. 41, Theſe choſen ſons and rejected 
ſervants the Saviour found in his days: The ſervant 
abideth not in the houſe ever, but the ſon abideth ever. 


The reprobate part of the houſe of Levi, upon 
whoſe /elf will, fierce anger, and cruel wrath, Jacob 
left the curſe on his death bed; who flew a man, 
and digged down a wall, for which he divided them 
in Jacob, and ſcattered them in Ijrael, Gen. xlix. 5, 
6, 7. appeared in Chriſt's days in the image and 
enmity of Cain; the prieſts bought his blood, 
and killed the Lord of life; and by their appear- 
ing in Cain's cauſe, all the blood ſhed from the blood 

I of 
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of righteous Abel, is to be required of that genera. 
tion; and it is plain the judgment of God began 
to be executed firſt at the ſanctuary for — 4 
the prieſts prophaneneſs had gone out into all the land; 
and the reſt of them, with the other reprobated 
Jews, are /:ft deſolate, in bondage with their-chil- 
dren, with the blood of Abel, and, according 
to their requeſt, the blood of Chriſt upon them and 
their children; and will remain ſo, until the time 
comes that they ſhall look at him whom they 
have pierced and mourn, and be in bitterneſs for 
him, as one that is in bitterneſs for his firſt born, 
Zech. xii. 10, which time certainly will come; 
but as yet"they remain, as the Saviour calls them, 
the ſynagogue of Satan, Rev. ii. 9. For the elects 
ſake they were ſpared at the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem; and when thoſe heirs of promiſe that are 
yet in their loins ſhall appear, then their fathers 
will fall in this wilderneſs, and leave their chil- _ 
dren to inherit the land of Canaan. 

Thus it appears that there ever has been, now 
is, and ever will be, two ſeeds in the world, and 
an implacable enmity between them; and though 
we know not the one from the other, the Lord 
does, and will make manifeſt the children of God and 
the children of the devil, 1 John iii. 10. The old 
enmity is diſcovered by their hatred to the ſaints, 
and to the ſovereign grace of God; and we ſhall 
never be at a loſs to find ſome of either of theſe 
ſeeds while there are ſo many authors of Free 


Thoughts, and ſo many honourable teſtimonies 
” 2 for 
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1 fivateinn orace, pregnant with becoming 
zeal and juſt indignation againſt the blaſted 
ſyſtem of free agency. It is the controverſy of Zion, 
and it muſt be carried on, till the Judge of quick 
and dead bring the year of revenges on, and decide 
ic, by fixing the bleſſing and the curſe; and as a 
juſt Judge,” ſend the devil and his children to 
= own place; and, as the everlaſting Father, 
fix his own family as heirs of God in the enjoy- 
ment of the promiſed inheritance, Mr. SKINNER, 
who is no friend to the elect, but a © friend to 
all mankind,” or, in the prophet” 8 language, Be 
hates the good, and loves the evil, makes nothing of 
| plucking the fleece from the Lord's ſheep z he will flay 
their ſein from off them, Micah iii. 2, 3. but what 
| he will get a plaiſter for the reprobate.—He is 
coming now with a ſearcloth for Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. , 
The Scripture faith unto Phatavh, Even for 
te this ſame purpoſe have I raiſed thee up; it is not 
te ſaid that God raiſed him up for damnation,” — 
To which I anſwer, If he did not raiſe him yp 
for damnation, he threw him into damnation 
when he knocked him down: I made the nations 
to ſhake at the ſound of his FALL, when I caſt him 
down to HELL, with them that deſcend into the PIT: 
Thou ſhalt lie in the midſt of the uncircumciſed, with 
them that be lain by the ſword: This is Pharaoh and 
all his multitude, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. xxxi. 
16—18. God as the ſovereign of the univerſe 
told Abraham, that his /zed ſhould be a ftranger in 
I 2 a land 
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a land that is not theirs, and SHALL ſerve them; and 
they SHALL affiif? them four bunared years: And that 
nation whom they ſhall ſerve will I judge: But in the 
fourth generation | thy ſeed] ſhall come hither again; 
for the iniquity of the Amorites 1s not yet full, The 
_ deftrufion of the Egyptians, and the ſalvation of 
_ Iſrael, was ſhewed to Abraham in viſion, by the 
ſmoaking furnace and the burning lamp, Gen. xy, 
13—17. At the time appointed and predicted, 
Pharaoh was raiſed up with many more; God 
turned their hearts to hate his people, to deal ſub- 
tilly with his ſervants, Pla. cv. 25. and whether he 
raiſed them up for damnation or not, it is faid, be 
caſt upon them the fierceneſs of his anger, wrath, indig- 
nation, and trouble, by ſending evil angels among them, 
Pſa. Ixxviii. 49. and theſe things are no Yokens for 
good, Pla. Ixxxvi. 17. nor can they be called the 
things that accompany ſalvation, Heb. vi. 9. Fierce 
anger, wrath, indignation, trouble, and evil 
angels, are things that accompany damnation; | 
and ſo the Egyptians found it, after they had 
uttered the thoughts of their hearts againſt the 
Lord, and diſplayed their free agency in their 
_ rebellious purſuit ; I will purſue, I will overtake, I | 
will draw my ſword, I will deſtroy them; till God 
blew with his wind; then free r and free 
agency all ſunk together. 

He tells us, © God delighteth in mercy, but 
c judgment is his ſtrange work.” But this 
ſtrange work ſeems to me to confiſtin giving the 


reprobate up to his free agency, to ut) in his bed 
N 


IN CASTIVITY: 133 


of carnal ſecurity, to ſpurn at the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to ripen for damnation under the 
ſound of it, until his covenant with death and 
hell, in which he promiſed himſelf ſafety, are 
broken by the terrors of God, and he falls into 
both: I lay in Zion for a foundation a ſtone, 
a tried flene, a precious corner ſtone, a ſure founda- 
tion, and he that believes ſhall not make haſte. Fudg- 
ment will I lay to the line, and righteouſneſs to the 
plummet; and the hail ſhall feveep away the refuge of 
lies (which when uttered are Free Thoughts), and 
the waters | of wrath] Hall overflow the hiding-place 
| [of falſehood]: Your covenant with death ſhall be 
diſannulled, and your agreement | or confederacy] with 
bell or the inheritance of it] ſhall not fand, for 
your ſecurity ; when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall 
paſs through, then ye ſhall be trodden down by it, into 
death and hell, notwithſtanding your covenant 
with both. From the lime (that the news of this 
ſure foundation, and precious corner ſtone) geeth 
forth it ſhall take you | as in trap]: For morning by 
morning ſhall it paſs over [in the preached ſound of 
it]; by day and fy night | ſhall free- agents ſpurn at 
it], and it ſhall be a vexation only to underſtand the 
report [or the doctrine reported]: For the bed [of 
carnal ſecurity] is ſhorter than that à man can 
ſtreteb himſelf on it; and the covering | that is not of 
God's Spirit] is narrower than that he can wrap 
Himſelf in it. Then what ſhall be the end of theſe 
free agents? Why, The Lord ſhall riſe up as in 
Mount Perazim, he ſhall be wroth as in the valley of 
I 3 Gibeon, 
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Gibeen, when the five lings of the Amorites and 
their hoſts fled before Iſrael, and were going to Beth- 
horon, when the Lord CAST DOWN GREAT STONES 
from heaven upon them, and they died; they were 
more which died with bail ſtones, than they whom 
Tfrael flew with the ſword; meanwhile the ſun ſtood 
ſtill upon Mount Gibeon, Joſhua x. 10—12. This 
is called God's frange work, becauſe this battle 
and the ſun ſtanding ſtill was done but once, 
But here the prophet tells us it ſhall be ated 
over again—HAIL ſhall ſweep away the refuges of 
ties. The Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ſtand, and 
ſhine on the ſpiritual armies of Zion, while theſe 
ſhall be taten by it, and vexed at the report of it; 
For the Lord ſball riſe up as in Mount Perazim, he 
ſhall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that be 
may do his work, his ſtrange work, and bring to paſs 
his att, his ſtrange aft; which is making the bands 
of a mocker ſtrong by the report of Zion's foundation ; 
this is the Lord of Hoſts ' conſumption that is even 
determined upon the whole earth, Iſa xxviii. 16—22, 
The next thing taken in hand is, the ſove- 
reignty of the potter over the clay, from the 
18th chapter of Jeremiah; the literal meaning of 
which is mentioned thus: © Ar what time I ſhall 
ce ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
e kingdom, to pluck up, to pull down, and to de- 
« ſtroy; if that nation againſt whom I have 
ec pronounced turn from their evil, I will repent 
ce of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 
* And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning 


3 . a nation, 
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cc 4 nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 
« and to plant it; if it do evil in my ſight, that 
« it obey not my voice, then I will repent of 


« the good wherewith I ſaid I would benefit 


ce them.” To all which I anſwer, God's lan- 
guage here is to the bond children; *tis the lan- 
guage of the law; tis all conditional; there is 
not a word of divine grace nor eternal ſalvation in 
it. The conditions are, to turn from evil, if they 


will eſcape evil, and to perform obedience to the” 


law, called obeying God's voice; 'or elſe he will 
ce repent of the $996 wherewith he ſaid he would 
e benefit them.” But, alas! they have all failed 
of . the conditions; and therefore forfeited all 


right, even to theſe temporal mercies; the carnal _ 


mind is enmity againſt God; it is not ſubject to bis 
law nor can be; all have finned and come ſhort of the 
glory of God, Mr. SKINNER and all; and though 
the mouth of freethinkers is not ſtopped, yet 


the whole world is become guilty before G; and by 


the deeds of the law ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified; 
for as many as are of the works of the law are under 
th: curſez theſe are the children of the fleſþ—rtheſe 
are not the children of God. Let them do what 
they will, they can do nothing but fin; when the 
Ethiopian can change his ſkin, and the leopard 


his ſpots, then may theſe agents do good that are 


accuſtomed to do evil, Jer. xili. 2 Ze they that are in 
the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. vill. 8, neither can 
Mr. SKINNER, nor pleaſe his own conſcience; for 


conſcience flogs him all the day long, though he 


15 too ſtiff and proud to own it. 


I 4 When 


— 
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When God ſpeaks to- Chriſt and his own ele 
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it, 


he ſpeaks in new covenant terms, without a 


ſingle condition: I will be his father, and be ſhall 
be my ſon; and I will not take my mercy away from 


bim (for it is not conditional) as I took it from 
Him that was before thee; but I will ſettle him in 


mine houſe and in my kingdom for ever; and his 
„ #hrone ſhall be eſtabliſped for evermcre, 1 Chron. xvii, 
13, 14. We are not afraid of being plucked 
up; it is our Father's good pleaſure to give us the 
kingdom; we have received a kingdom that cannot be 
moved, Heb. xii. 28. The ſaints of the Meſt High 
fall take the kingdom, and poſſeſs the kingdom for 


ever, even for ever and ever, Dan. vii. 18. When 


God ſpeaks to his ele concerning plucking up 
and deſtroying a kingdom, he ſpeaketh on this 
wiſe: And in the days of theſe kings ſhall the God 


.of heaven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall never be de- 


frayed; and the kingdom ſoall not be left to other 
people (not to the children of the fleſh, for theſe 
are not the children of God), but 7t ſhall break 


In pieces all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever: 


This ſhall be done by the ſtone cut out of the mountain 


without bands, Dan. ii. 44, 45, which Chriſt ex- 
- plains thus: But on whomſocver this $TONE ſpall fall, 
it will grind bim to powarr, Matt. xx1. 44. 


In the ſpiritual meaning of the potter, the ſo- 
vereignty of God is diſplayed: the clay is the 


thoſe that are excluded from the decree of elec- 


tion; from Rom ay * of the goſpel is 
| | hid; 


=p [1 whole human race; the veſſels to diſhonour are 
. IF hh 

| 

* 
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hid; to whom God is determined not to give 
grace : they are ſaid to be before of old ordained to 
this condemnation, Jude 4. they are left to their 
own free-thinking, until they are fitted for de- 
ſtruction, under the long-ſuffering of God, which 
he endures ; while theſe free agents oppoſe his 
ſovereigaty, ridicule his counſel, contradict his 
truth, and plague his ſaints: theſe are called 
veſſels of wrath, fitted for deſtruction, Rom. ix. 22. 

The elect ſhall know the riches of glory; for 
they are veſſels of mercy which God before prepared 
unto glory: God'forms them for himſelf, and ſays 
they ſhall ſhew forth his praiſe. He creates them 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus: hence they are called ve/- 
ſels to honour ; for God hath not appointed them to 
wrath, but to obtain Kana by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
1 Theff. v. 9. 

Now Free Thoughts ſtarts again, and free 
grace goes after him.—“ The rejection of the 


& Jews was not in conſequence of an uncondi- 


* tional decree, but unbelief; becauſe they 
e ſought it not by faith, namely, juſtification.” 
The reaſon the Jews were rejected was, becauſe 
it was not God's pleaſure to chuſe them. The 
reaſon they did not believe was, becauſe God was 
not pleaſed to give them faith. And the reaſon 


he did not give them faith was, becauſe they 


were not ordained to eternal life. The reaſon the 
Jews did not attain to juſtification was, becauſe 
they were not predeſtinated to glory. The elect 
obtained juſtification; they were heirs of pro- 


miſe, 


„ 


2 


* 


. 7 
. 


* 2 
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miſe, and the Spirit of promiſe was ſent to them, 
to work faith in them: theſe were ordained to 
eternal life, and therefore believed and obtained 
juſtification, being predeſtinated to it. Y/hom 
God did foreknow, them he did predeſtinate, and whom 
he did predeſtinate, them he alſo called, and whom he 
called, them be alſo juſtified, and whom he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified; The faith of the ſaints is in 
conſequence of an unconditional decree; and 
the reaſon others do not believe, is in conſequence 
of their being excluded from the promiſe of life 
in that decree; they were not choſen in Chriſt, 
nor given to the good Shepherd : but ye believe. 
not, becauſe ye are net of 2 Hbecp, as 1 ſaid unto you, 
John x. 26. 

e The Jews were blinded by their own fins and 
* prejudices, which 2. have been removed 
ce in the day of viſitation.” To which I anſwer, 
Their blindneſs and prejudice might have been 
removed, if the Lord had been pleaſed to do. it, 
Bur it pleaſed him to hide theſe things from the 
' wiſe and prudent, and to reveal them unto babes; 
for ſo it ſeemed good in his ſight. Vea, the Lord 
poured upon them the ſpirit of dich ſleep, and cloſed 
their eyes, Iſa. xxix. 10. And the Saviour acqui- 
eſced with the ſovereign will of his Father herein: 

and inſtead of & removing their blindneſs in the 
&« day of viſitation,” he made them more blind 
by his wonderful rays: And Feſus ſaid; For judę- 
ment I am come into this World: that they which ſet _ 
not, might ſee ; and that they which ſee, might be 


made blind, gone 1 ix. 39. F 
| _ 5 
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"th for the band. den cc working out tha 


«© own ſalvation with fear and trembling,” 


nothing but talk: their works are ie Mr. 


yo 


SKINNER'S, wind and confuſion : the wicked worketh 
a deceitful work : all their thoughts are evil, free or 


not free : 


God: 


not of faith is fin. 


nothing but corruption : 


they.are in the fleſh, and cannot pleaſe 


they are without faith; and whatſoever is 


The works of the fleſh are 
the tree 1s corrupt, and 


cannot bring forth good fruit; no grapes from 


theſe thorns, nor figs from ſuch thiſtles. 
for their © fear and trembling, 
ſample as their works : 


And as © 
it is of the ſame 
it is the fear and trem- 


bling of a criminal in the chains of his guilt, 
when God's wrath begins to blaſt his free 
agency. The ſinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulneſs 


bath ſurpriſed the hypocrites. 


Who among us ſhall 


dwell with devouring fire? Who among us ſpall dwell 


with everlaſting burnings ? Iſa, xxxili. 14. 


As for talking of © obedience to the law of 


« Chriſt, ſummarily comprehended in the term 
ce faith, in order to final ſalvation ; and compar- 
© ing the Scriptures which maintain the doctrines 
tc of grace, with thoſe which aſſert the neceſſity 
e of goſpel obedience,” 
nonſenſe, like all the reſt of it; and only ſerves 
to expoſe the fooliſhneſs of the author. 
choſen Jrael for bis peculiar treaſure : and Iijrael fhall 
be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation : 
they ſhall not be aſhamed nor confounded, world with< 
out end, God's — of them is both the cauſe 


is a confuſed jumble of 


God hath 


of 
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of their ſanctification and belief. Knowing, 
brethren, beloved, your election of God; for our goſ- 
» pel came not unto you in word only, but alſo in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance, 
I Theſſ. i. 4, 5. 
To make “ a difference between grace and 
* obedience,” is making a difference where there 
e is none. They that are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God. 
Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. Whatſo- 
ever is not of faith is fin.—Where is their obedi- 
ence then? The ele& receive grace for obedience 
to the faith, Rom. i. 5. The grace of God that 
bringeth ſalvation [from fin], teaches us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts; and to live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world, Tit. li. 11, 12. 
God works in the elect to will and to do of bis own 
| good pleaſure. There is no obedience without 
grace—no fruits without the Spirit—no good 
Works without faith—no honeſt labours with⸗ 
out love, The obedience of bond-chiidren is 
like this author's book, nothing but the pride 
and arrogance of a fleſhly mind, vainly puffed up: 
ſpurting his Free Thoughts at his Maker's ſove- 
reign decree, and exalting his own free agency; 
| talking about grace, while he 1s veiled under the 
xa. law; boaſting of doing what God requires, 
while deſtitute of the Spirit, cannot think a 
F good thought, and is an utter ſtranger to the 
| - Plague of his own heart; contending for the re- 
demption of the world, while his conſcience is 


gaſping for the atonement ; confeſs one doctrine, 
| and 
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and preach another; talk of ens the ele 


out of their own meeting, and tiling himſelf a 
friend to all mankind, Does grace teach any 
thing like this! ? Is this duty b Is this goſpel obe- 
dience? 

Grace and duty, promiſe and precept, are in- 
ſeparably connected in the ſalvation of God's 
elect: the Spirit is given, and the promiſe too; 
and they ſhall remain in the ſaints for ever. The 
law is written upon the tables of their heart by 
the Spirit of the living God. God puts his fear 
within them, cauſes them to walk in his ſtatutes, 
to keep his judgments and do them. But as for 
men that are given up to truſt in their free 
agency; and to mutter their evil thoughts againſt 
the Lord: they are ſtrangers to the covenant of 
promiſe; they are under the law, and know no- 
thing but of the conditional promiſes thereof, 
which ſecures nothing to their ſouls but pride 
and boaſting : The ſtrength of fin is the law. Such 
men break the commandments all the day long: 
they hate the elect. Chriſt ſays, his people ſhall 
| be bated of all men for his name's ſake.—Such are 
murderers, John ſays, and if they offend in one point, 
they are guilty of all : they nurſe that enmity that 
God has put between them and the ſaints, 

We know © God's attributes are never op- 
« poſed in his word :”—they are revealed there: 
they harmonize in the Saviour as revealed there; 
and they ſhine there: and that of divine ſove- 
reignty . firſt, and ſhines in all the reſt; 

which 
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of which this frek thinker has took care to leave 
out of his aſſemblage, in order that poor, de- 
"Shaved, inſnared,, . captivated, and fettered free 
| agency may ſhine in all her brilliant luſtre, and 


in all the * _ of an inſignificant . 


: worms. 


Af it be granted, that « ſomie imagine they are 


elected, while they indulge lin, and deceive 


de themſelves,” they are then on as good. a foot- 


ing as Mr. Skinner. To truſt in election, 


while deſtitute of the faith of God's elect, is 


| nearly the ſame as truſting in univerſal redemp- 


tion, while a ſtranger to the application of the 
atonement : both truſt in vanity; one in a falſe 
heart, and the other in a falſe doctrine : the 
Scriptures call the former a fool, Prov. xxviii. 26, 
and the latter a liar, Rev. ii. 2. 

Mr. SxixxER concludes his Pamphler bt a 
flouriſh :—* To the mercy. of God in Chriſt 
&« [this free agent] is indebted; and to whom he 
© hopes to attribute all the praiſe of his ſalvation 
« when the. miſts of error, which now ſhade the 
te univerſe, ſhall be dilperſed by the refulgent 
t beams of endleſs day. — I anſwer: Indebted 


to ſparing mercy he is, becauſe he is yet alive; 


therefore God has not dealt with him according 


to his ſinful thoughts. All the © univerſe is not 
% ſhaded with the miſts of error,” though free 


agency has blinded his Eyes.—As for ſalvation, 
he knows nothing about it by the forgiveneſs of 


his fins; becauſe out of bis heart proceed evil 
thoughts, CE 1 8 
Tom” 1 ſhall 
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1 mall eonelude alſo; and ſabmit this anſwer © 3 
to the deciſion of. the great day, when all hearts of i, : 
ſhall be open, and their deepeſt receſſes Knowns 
when the myſtery of iniquity ſhall be revealed, 
free agency ſhall be wounded out of the houſe of -* > 
the wicked, and their /andy foundation be diſcovered 1 ba 
even to the neck, Hab. iii. 13.—when the ſelf⸗ 
juſtifier ſhall be unmaſked, and placed at the rear 
of publicans and harlots: when the mean man | 
ſhall be brought low, the haughty humbled, ang 

the mouth of them that ſpeak lies be ſtoppeds _ 
when free-thinkers ſhall be holden with. the 
cords of their ſins; the univerſaliſts be con- 
demned with the world; the proud helper ſtoop 
to the iron rod; the able performer ſhall be un- 
able to deliver his ſoul, or the falſe prophet to 
ſay, there is not a lie in my right hand, Then ſhall 
myſtical Babel be razed, and her builders be 
confounded, routed, .and ruined, Then—then 
ſhall the ele, gathered from all winds, ſhine 
forth as the ſun, ſee as they are ſeen, and know 
as they are known. They ſhall blaze in electing 
love, exult in divine joys, ſhine in everlaſting 
light, ſolace in endleſs pleaſure, and hymn par- 
ticular redemption, till ſelf-exiſting divinity « can 


fail, and n find a 8 
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